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IL—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES, 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET IN MARCH. 


The following memorandum has been preparei by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,’’ and also (with additions) for the ‘“ Labour Gazette” :-- 

It is based on 2,278 returns, viz.: 1,653 from employers, 508 
from trade unions, and 117 from other sources. 

The state of employment shows a general improvement compared 
with the previous month, and in many tradesis better than in March, 
1897, though, mainly owing to the fact that a certain number of 
workmen affected by the recent dispute in the engineering trade 
are still out of work, the percentage of unemployed returned by 
trade unions is still slightly higher than « year ago. The fresh 
trade disputes which began in March were unimportant, the present 
stoppage in the South Wales Coal Trade not having begun till 
April 1st. 

In the 116 trade unions making returns, with an aggre 
gate membership of 466,701, 14,684 (or 3:1 per cant.) were 
reported as uuemployed at the end of March, compared with 4:4 
per cent. at the end of February, and with 2°5 per cent. in the 114 
unions, with a membership of 453,963, from which returns were 
received for March, 1897. 

Employment in Various Industries.—Coal Mining.— 
On the whole employment continued good and showed a slight 
improvement on the previous month. At pits at which 432,692 
workpeople were employed an average of 5°29 days per week 
was worked, as compared with 5:24 days per week in February 
and 5:14 days in March 1897. 

Iron Mining.—Employ ment continues good, and has improved 
both as compared with February last and March 1897. At mines 
at which 17,470 workpeople were employed, an average of 5°89 
days per week were worked in the four weeks ended 26th March 
as compared with 5°79 days per week in February, and 5°82 day, 
a year ago. 
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Pig Iron Industry.—The iron works to which the returns relate 
had 353 furnaces in blast at the end of March, being three less than 
at the end of February, but two more than a year ago. The 
number employed is estimated at 23,720, or 145 more than at the 
end of February and 1,458 more than a year ago. 

Employment at Iron and Steel works improved during the 
month and was also better than a yearago. At the 222 works 
covered by the returns 74,445 persons were employed at the end 
of March, as compared with 72,834 at the end of the previous 
month and 73,412 at the end of March 1897. The average 
number of shifts worked in the last week of the month was 
55 per man, the same as a year ago. 

In the Tinplate trade employment shows little. change as 
compared with February, but is below the level of a year ago. 
The number of mills in operation at the end of March is returned 
as 331, the same number as in February. The number of mills in 
operation at the end of March 1897 was 334. The estimated 
number of workpeople employed at the end of March was 17,077, 
as compared with.16,950 in February and 17,208 in March 1897. 
Employment in the Engineering and Metal Trades has continued 
to improve, overtime and night shifts being worked in some 
districts, though in others the effects of the recent dispute are still 
apparent. 

The percentage of unemployed in this group of trades at the 
end of March was 4*1 compared with 7-0 per cent. for February, 
and 2-0 per cent. for March 1897. If the engineers still out of 
-work owing to the recent dispute were excluded, the percentage 
unemployed in this group of trades would be 2°8. 

In the Shipbuilding trades (which were indirectly affected 
‘by the late dispute) employment has continued to improve, the 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of March 
being 5°4 compared with 6°8 for February. The percentage for 
March last year was 5:0. 

Employment in the Building trades remains good, the 
percentage of unemployed union members being 1°6 compared 
with 1°7 last month and 1:2 per cent. in March 1897. 

The Furnishing trades have still further improved and are now 
busy. The percentage of unemployed union members at the end 
of March was 1°5, compared with 2°8-last month and 0°7 in 
March 1897. 

Employment in the Printing Trades has improved. The per- 
centage of unemployed uniou members in the Printing and Evok- 
binding group at the end cf March was 3:0, compared with 3°6 
last month and also in March, 1897. 

In the Paper trade employment is scarcely so good, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of March being 
3°7, compared with 3°5 for February and 3:0 per cent. in March 
last. year. 

In the Glass trade the percentage of unemployed union members 
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at the end of March was 11:3, compared with 11°8 in February 
and 12°6 per cent. in March 1897. 

In all branches of the Leather trades there has been some 
falling off in employmeat. The percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of March was 4:8, compared with 3-7 per 
cent. in February. Tne percentage for March, 1897, was 2°1. 

Employment in both the ready-made and the bespoke Boot and 
Shoe trade has, on the whole, slightly improved, but is still only 
moderate. 

Employment in the ready-made Tailoring trade has improved 
in some centres; in the bespoke branch the improvement is 
general. 

Employment in both the Spinning and Weaving branches of the 
Cotton trade shows a further improvement and is now fair. 

Employment in tie Worsted and Woollen trades shows a slight 
improvement. Em loyment in the Hosiery trade continues slack. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, 
information respecting 516 mills, employing 85,000 women and 
girls, shows that 74 per cent, were in mills giving full employ- 
ment during the month, compared with 69 per cent. in February 
and 77 per cent. in March 1897. 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of 
wages of about 21,600 workpe»ple were reported during March, of 
which number 9,350 received advances and 12,250 sustained. 
decreases. The net result was an increase estimated at about. 
23d. per head in the weekly wages of those affected. Changes. 
affecting 450 workpeople, or about 2 per cent. only of the total 
number affected were preceded by strikes ; and changes affecting 

about 14,650 were arranged under sliding scales, The semaining 
changes affecting about “6, 500 workpeople were obtained after 
“negotiation between the employers and their workpeople or their 
representatives, resort being made to arbitration in two cases 
affecting 200 workpeople. 

Trade Disputes.—Twenty-seven fresh disputes began in 
March, 1898, involving 2,888 workpeople.* The corresponding 
number of disputes for February was 25, involving 3,568 work- 
people, and for March, 1897, 87 disputes, involving 29, 532 work- 
people. Six disputes took place in the building “trades, two in 
coal mining, six in the metal,-engineering and shipbuilding trades, 
five in the textile and clothing trades, three in the transport 
group, and five in other industries. Of the 29 new and old 
disputes, involving 1,805 workpeople, of which the settlement is 
reported, 13, involving 994 persons were settled in favour of the 
workpeople; 9, involving 540 persons, in favour of the 
employers; while 7, involving 271 persons, resulted in a 
compromise. 


* The coal dispute in South Wales began on lst April. 
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OFFICIAL JNQUIRIES UNDER THE BOILER ExpLosion ACTs. 


A formal investigation was held at the Local Marine Board 
Room, Dock Street, London, on the 14th and 15th March Jast, 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler on board 
the steam tug “Benbow,” on the 18th January, whereby loss 
of life ensued. 

The vessel was fitted with a water tube boiler, and on the 18th 
January one of the tubes bulged and ruptured ; steam and hot 
water eseaping into the engine ,room severely scalded the engineer 
and stoker, and the latter subsequently died. 

The feed was made up from the River Thames and from time to 
time scale accumulated in the tubes. This was to some extent 
removed, but after the tubes were clean, a quantity of hard scale 
remained inthem. [If in the opinion of the owners’ engineer the 
scale became too thick, or it a tube bent or bulged, it was 
renewed. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by the tube 
being so weakened by repeated overheating as to be unable to 
withstand the pressure at which it was being worked, and the 
overheating was due to an accumulation of hard scale. 

Having regard to the construc:ion of the boiler the Court were 
of opinion that the tubes over the fire should at all times be kept 
elean and free from scale, but they were doubtful whether this 
could be accomplished if the feed was made up from the Thames, 
They were of opinion that the boiler should have been fed with 
pure water to prevent accumulation of scale, which wus very hard 
and most difficu’t to remove. 

The Court held that the explosion was not caused by the neglect 
of the boiler-makers to issue instructions t» the owners as to 
cleaning, and that it was not caused by the neglect of the owners’ 
engineer or of their boiler-maker. 

No order was made as to costs. 

A formal investigation was held at Bristol on the 21st March 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a steam pipe or 
“boiler ” in a colliery at Farrington Gurney on the 3rd February 
last, whereby loss of life ensued. 

A steam pump was erected in the pit, and steam was conveyed 
to it through a range of piping 110 feet trom the boiler to the 
pit’s mouth, 530 feet dowu the shaft, where it was connected by a 
Tee piece to about 27 feet of niping leading to the pump. 

At the end of the ‘l'ee piece was a drain pipe connected with a 
steam trap. 

The piping had been erected by the colliery ergine-wright, 
under the supervision of the manager. 

On the 3rd February, steam was admitted into the pipe for 
about an hour, and it was then shut off to fit a new pressure 
gauge. About an hour afterwards it was again turned on, the 
drain cocks on the pump cylinder were opened, and water came 
out of them, the steam stop valve was then opened slightly, when 
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there was a violent explosion, one of the steam pipes being drawn 
out of the flange, the cast iron pillars in the stop valve were frac- 
tured, the valve and valve seat were forced outwards, and ap 
engineer, who was sent by Messrs. Tangye to start the pump, was 
so severely scalded that he died a few days afterwards. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to water in the 
pipes being set in motion when the stop valve was opened, but 
they were unable to say how the water accumulated in the pipes. 
That the steam pipes were properly examined and cleared from 
scale before they were fitted, that adequate means were provided 
for relieving the pipes of condensed steam or water in normal 
circumstances, but they considered that a cock and drain pipe 
should have been fitted at the bottom of the Tee piece. That the 
manager took proper measures to satisfy himself that the steam 
trap was in working order on the morning of the explosion, and 
they exonerated the manager and engine-wright from blame. 

No order was made a3 to costs. 

A formal investigation was held at Wednesbury on the 18th 
and 19th March into the circumstances attending the explosion of 
a boiler at the Monway Works of the Patent Shaft and Axletree 
Company, whereby three persons were killed. 

The boiler was of theclass known as chimney boilers, and it 
was heated by waste gases from a furnace. It was built about 20 
years ago and it was fitted with a new flue in 1891. 

The Company appointed a general manager, a manager of the 
works, and engineer and a boiler-maker, the manager being held 
responsible for the safe working condition of the boilers. The 
boiler-maker made examinations of this boiler and reported to the 

_ engineer the result of his examination, which was entered in a 
book, and the book was inspected from time to time by the 
manager. 

The boiler was supposed to be cleaned every two or three weeks, 
but the Court found that the flue had not been properly cleaned 
since 1891. 

On the 4th February the flue collapsed and ruptured, and the 
steam and water escaping from the boiler seversly scalded three 
men, who subsequently died from the effects of their injuries, 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by the flue 
becoming overheated through being heavily coated with scale and 
so weakened as to be unable to withstand the pressure to which 
it was subjected. 

The Court exonerated the general manager, but they held that 
the explosion was due to the neglect of the manager, of the 
engineer, and of the boiler-maker, For this neglect the Company 
were held responsible, but in consideration of their having settled 
one claim for 200/. and 10/. costs and of their having paid the 
funeral expenses of the deceased the Court ordered them to 
pay the sum of 40/7. towards the cost and expenses of the 
Investigation. 

A formal investigation was keld at Walsall on the 29th and 
30th March into the circumstances attending the explosion of a 
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boiler at the Deepmore Colliery, Bentley, on the 9th February 
last whereby four persons were killed. 

~ The Boiler, an old one of the cylindrical type with hemis- 
pherical ends was purchased by the Farmer who worked the 
Colliery in July 1897. He instructed two persons who were 
employed as rivetters by a Boiler-maker to examire the Boiler 
and he ultimately purchased-it for 10/., paying these persons 5s. 
for their trouble. 

The Boiler was used to supply steam to a pumping engine, it 
was attended to and cleaned out by the Boiler minders every 
fortnight, and they. were supposed to examine it and eport 
defects. It had been cleaned out, repaired and so examined on 
the 30th January, anc on the morning of the 9th February when 
working at a pressure of about 30 lbs. per’square inch a piece of 
plate was blown out of it and the hot water and steam escaping 
severely scalded six men—four of them subsequently died. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the bottom plate 
over the fire having become so thin from internal corrosion as to 
be unable to withstand the pressure to which it was subjected 
and that the plate in the- vicinity of the rupture had become 
reduced from 3 inch to the thickness of paper. 

That the Owner did not cause the Boiler to be examined by a 
competent person. before he purchased it, that it was not then fit 
fora working pressure of 40 lbs per square inch or fer any steam 
pressure. That the persons employed to examine the Boiler were 
not competent to do so and that the owner was not justified 
‘in assuming that they were competent to perform this duty. That 
the persons employed to examine the Boiler when cleaned were 
not competent to do so and that neither the Owner nor the 
Manager of the Colliery had taken proper measures to ensure 
that the boiler was worked under safe conditions. The Manager, 
however was only appointed in September last. 

Having regard to the Owner's circumstances to the claims ke 
had paid and to other claims against him from relatives of the 
deceased persons the Court only ordered him to pay the sum of 
10/. towards the costs and expenses of the Investigation. 


THE PETROLEUM MOoNoPOLY IN SPAIN. 


With reference to a notice that appeared on page 262 of 
the March number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” a despatch 
dated 24th March last, has been received from H.M. Chargé 
d’ Affaires, at Madrid, reporting that at the auction held onthe 23rd 
ultimo no tenderer appeared for the petroleum monopoly 


CoNTRACT FOR REPAIRING THE SPANISH NATIONAL SUL- 
MARINE CABLES. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, 
reporting that a Royal Order has appeared in the “Gazette” to 
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the effect that, as no acceptable offer has been received for the 

national submarine telegraph cables, a second auction will be held 

under the same conditions in 40 days from the 24th March. — 


TENDERS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION oF A Port AT WIDDIN 
ON THE DANUBE. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has been informed by’ 
Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sophia that a Notice 
has been published in the Bulgarian Official Gazette, inviting 
tenders for the construction of a port at Widdin on the Danube. — 

The estimated cost of the works is 554,000 francs, and the 
deposit required is 27,700 francs. 

The adjudication will take place on the 27th May, and the 
“suradjudication” on the 3lst May, 

Copies of the Specification (“Cahier des Charges”) may be 
seen at the Ministry of Public Works at Sophia (“Section des 
Constructions”), and may-be purchased there for 20 francs. 


TENDERS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW Custom HovusE at 
GUAYAQUIL (ECUADOR). 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has been informed 
by Her Majesty’s Consul at Guayaquil that the Ecuadorian 
Government invite tenders for the construction of a new Custom 
House at Guayaquil. 

Tenders will be received at the Ecuadorian Consulates at New 
York, Paris, Liverpool, Brussels, and Hamburg up to the 31st 
. August, 1898. 


A copy of the Specification may be inspected and further par- 


ticulars may be obtained on application at the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Foreign Office, between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m, 


DIRECTORY FOR CHINA, JAPAN, STRAITS, &c. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of the 
proprietors of the ‘‘Hong Kong Daily Press,’ a copy of the 
“Chronicle and Directory for China, Japan, Straits Settlements 
Indo-China, Philippines, &c.” which contains much valuable com- 
mercial! information relating to those countries and other places in 
the Far East. 


EXHIBITION OF BAKING, CooKERY, &c., AT TaE JIAGUE. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a note which has been received from the Netherlands 
Minister at the Court of St. James’ announcing that an exhibition 
of Bakery, Milling and Cookery, will he held at the Hague from 
July 4th, to August 2nd, of the present year. 
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EXHIBITION OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AT LISBON. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Royal Central 
Association of Portuguese Agriculture information to the effect 
that, on the occasion of the celebration of the fourth centenary 
of the discovery of the maritime route to the East Indies, an 
Exhibition of Agricultural Machinery, &c., under the auspices 
of their Majesties the King and Queen of Portugal, will be held 
at Lisbon on May 17, 18, 19 and 20 next. 

English manufacturers are invited to send exhibits, which will 
be admitted free of charge for space, both under cover and in the 
open, and free of duties. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


Admiralty—Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon, 
on the days named, for :— 


Baltic Hemp - - 1898. 
Chocolate Cases, 60,000 No. - Thursday, 
B. Copper Articles - - 21st April. 


B. Black Ironmongery’ - 
Carpenters’ and Joiners’ Work - 
L. War. Hides, Leather and Leather Goods 
W. Iron Plate Workers’ Wares” - Friday, 29th April. 
B. Lamps and Lanterns - - 
Manufactured Wood Goods - 
B. ‘Tinned and Japanned Wares - 

Forms of Tender, containing Conditions of Uontract and all 
particulars, may be obtained on personal application at the 
Admiralty, or by letter addressed Director of Navy Contracts, 
Admiralty, London, S.W. 

- Patterns of all, except Copper Articles and Hemp, may be seen 
at the Admiralty Pattern Rooms, 72, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s 
Inn, W.C., from 13th April. 

Forms of Tender may also be obtained and Patterns seen from 
13th April, of the Articles marked— 

“B.” at the Admiralty Pattern Room, Great Western House, 

Livery Street, Birmingham ; 
“LL.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Leeds (Light Leather 
Goods only), on application to the Secretary ; 

“W.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Wolverhampton, on 

application to the Secretary ; 

“War.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Warrington (Heavy 

Leather Goods only), on application to the Secretary. 


War Office—Sealed Tenders for the supply of Bread, Flour 
Live Cattle and Sheep, and Meat for Military Services, during six 
months, from the 1st June, 1898, will be received until 12 o’clock 
noon, on the following dates :—Meat and Live Cattle ana Sheep 
Tenders on Wednesday, 27th April, 1898; Bread and Flour 
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Tenders, on Friday, 29th April, 1898, by the Officers in charge of 
the undermentioned Districts. 


SCOTTISH DISTRICT aoe 
NORTH-EASTERN DISTRICT ose York. 
NORTH-WESTERN DISTRICT ... Chester. 
SOUTH-EASTERN DISTRICT ove Dover. 
THAMES DISTRICT . Ctiatham. 
WOOLWICH DISTRICT ... Woolwich. 
HOME DISTRICT ans Whitehall, S.W. 
ALDERSHOT DISTRICT _... ... Aldershot. 


Forms of Tender and Conditions of Contract may be obtained 
on application at the above-named District Head Quarter Offices, by 
letter addressed to the Assistant Adjutant General, or in person 
between the hours of ten and four o’clock. 

The Tenders must be properly filled up, signed, and dated; and 
no Tenders will be noticed unless delivered upon the proper form, 
in time, at the above-named district offices, under sealed envelope, 
marked “ Tender” on the outside. 

India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply (1.) Brass boiler tabes and copper firebox plates, (2.) 
Boilers for locomotives. The Conditions of Contract may be 
obtained ov. application to the Director General of Stores, India 
Office, Whitehall, S.W., and Tenders are to be delivered at that 
office by Two o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the 19th April, 1898, after 
which times no Tender will be received. 


AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
binocular glass, which has been awarded by the Danish Government 
to George King, master of the s.s. “ Bengar,’’ of Liverpool, in 
recognition of his services to the shipwrecked crew of the Danish 
schooner “ Cicilie,” which was abandoned in the Atlantic Ocean 
on the 6th November last. 

Tae Board have also received a sum of three pounds (8/.) for 
James Beattie, lst mate, and a sum of one pound (1/.) each for 
the nine seamen whv manned the boat of the “Bengar” that 
rescued the crew of the “Cicilie” on the occasion referred to. 

Also a binocular glass, which has been awarded by the French 
Government to Thomas Stephens, master of the s.s. “ Catalonia,” 
of Liverpool, in recognition of his services to the shipwrecked 
crew of the French cutter “ La Vague,” of St. Malo, which was 
abandoned in the North Atlantic Ucean on the 20th October last : 
also, silver medals and diplomas for Owen Thomas, 2nd Officer. 
Luke Ward, 4th Officer, Henry Melia, Thomas O’Brien, Olef 
Kjetsee, James Burns, and John Molloy, seamen of the 
“Catalonia,” in recognition of their services on the occasion 
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referred to: also a gold watch for John Neal, master, and a sum 
of five pounds (5/.) for Thomas Baker, 3rd hand, of the fishing 
cutter “Charley,” of Hull, which have been awarded to them by 
His Majesty the German Emperor in recognition of their services 
to the shipwrecked crew of the German barque “Parana,” of 
Rostock, which was abandoned in March, 1897. 

Also a binocular glass which has been awarded by the 
French Government to William Holmes, master of the ss. 
“‘ Beaconsfield,” of North Shields, in recognition of his services to 
the shipwrecked crew of the French Barque ‘Alliance,’ of 
Vanves, on the 24th October Jast. 

The Board have also received silver medals and diplomas for 
George Bain, lst mate, and Thomas Baynen, Robert Williams, 
A'exander Britton and William Power, seamen, of the “ Beacons- 
field,” who manned the boat of that: vessel which rescued the crew 
of the “ Alliance” on the occasion ieferred to, 

The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Herbert 
Jameson, master of the steam cutter ‘‘ Europe,’ of Hull, in 
recognition of his humanity and kindness to the shipwrecked crew 
of the fishing smack “ Primrose,’ of Huli, which foundered in 
the North Sea on the 17th Feb. : also a binocular glass, together 
with a silver medal, for gallantry in saving life at sea, to Leonard 
Edward Fitzclarke, 2nd hand, and a similar medal, together with 
a sum of 2/. (two pounds), to James Barrett, seaman of the 
“Europe,” who manned the boat of that vessel which rescued the 
crew ot the “ Primrose” on the occasion referred to. 

Also a binocular glass to Candido Cattarinich, master of the 
Austrian s.s. “Mediterraneo” of Lussinpiccolo, in revognition of 
his humanity and kindness to the shipwrecked crew of the 
British s.s. “ Altmore,” of Aberdeen, which stranded in the Darda- 
nelles on the 28th November last. 


II.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The monthiy accounts of Trade and Navigation show that 
the value of tue imports into the United Kingdom from foreign 
countries and British Possessions for the month ended 31sl 
‘March, 1898, was 43,412,829/., as compared with 40,655,11ft. 
for March, 1897, showing an increase of 2,757,7151. or 6°7 per cent 

The exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures or. 
“March, 1898, amounted in value to 20,833,565, as compared 
‘with =21,647,269/. for March, 1897, showing a decrease of 
-813,404/: or 38 per cent.; and the exports of Foreign and Colonial 
-therchandise were valued at 5,100,574/, as compared with 
‘5,270,853. for March 1897, a decrease of 170,2791. or 3°2 per cent, 
*~ Imports.—The following table gives the value of the import 
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for March, 1898, as with March, 1897, according the 
principal: categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Mar. ‘Bist. Increase. | Decrease. 


41897. 1898. 
ome £ £ 2 
Food, and Tobreco. 16,118,080 18,470,761 2,357,681 — 
2,060,013 | 2,055,908 6,105 
Dye Stull and Tanning Sab- 
stances - 1,012,437 151,784 260,653 
Oils - 476,778 681,652 204,874 
Raw Materials for Manatsct ictures 10,968,417. | 11,372,390 403,973: 
Manufactured and Articles 16,024,389 |. 10,082,334 57,945 


Total £ | 40,655,114 | 43,412,829 | 2,757,715 


The principal-i increase in March, 1898, as compared with March 
1897, is under the heading of Articles of Food and Drink, Corn 
of all kinds shows the large i increase of 1,629,653/. ; mutton, fresh, 
has increased 148;7821. ; “lard, 143 A401 ; bacon, 129 6581. : and 
potatoes, 123,1227. On the other hand, the imports of fruit and 
rice show a decrease in value. 

Tin has decreased 100,668/., and indigo 242,9267. Of the raw 
materials for textile manufactures, cotton, raw, shows an increase 
in value of 603,6162. ; wool, the very large decrease of 897,084/. ; 
but jute, an increase of 415, 6301. The imports of some other 
kinds of raw materials for manufactures have slightly increased, 
such for example as caoutchouc, 101,2331. ; hides, 93,1071. ; and 
wood and timber; 114,7771. 

‘With regard to the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures for March, 1898, as compared with March, 1897, the 
following table shows the value for those two periods :— 


Month ended Mar. 3ist. 
: Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
£ £ £ £ 
Animals, living - - - - 86.991 96,199 9,208 —_ 
Articles of food and arink - - - 910,986 819,210 — 91,776 
Raw materials - 1,655,978 | 1,669,560 12,582 - 
manufactured and partly manufac- 
jurea— 
ont, textile 9,077,460 | 8,868,694 208,766 
etals and articles manu 1) ere- ‘ 
from (except machinery) = 3,169,955 | 9,921,031 ~ 248,924 
Machinery and mill wor - - | 1661,820 | 1,527,622 — 184,198 
Miscellaneous - - | 6,083,079 | 4,931,549 
Total £| 21,647,269 | 20,833.965 — 818,404 


Comparing the value of the exports for March, 1898, with those 
for March, 1897, the chief increases are found under the heading of 
cotton manufactures—312 ,712/. and coal, coke and fuel 112,121. 
No other article shows any increase of note, while, on the other 
hand, the exports of wool, raw, have decreased 162,881/,; jute 
piece goods 98,4241. ; woollen and worsted tissues 436, 8331. ; iron, 
unwrought and wrought, 244,307/.; machinery and. millwork, 
-134,198/, cycles and parts thereof, 74,7171. 

The decrease in the exports of woollen and worsted tissues is 
chiefly as von the United States—the values sent to that 
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country having been only 81,9:38/. in March 1898, as compared 


_ With 517,978/. in March. 1897, and 375,836 in March, 1896. 


Uhis may probably be accounted for by the working of the new 
American tariff. The decrease in the value of woollen tissues to 
the principal South American countries has also been steady, the 
firures being (for Peru, Chile, Brazil, Uruguay and Argentine 
together) 20,1111. for March, 1898, as compared wi:h 32,0331. and 
46,9861. for similar periods of 1897 and 1896 respectively. 

Taking the trade for the first quarter of 1898, as compared with 
a similar period of 1897, the value of the imports from foreign 
countries and British possessions amounted to 119,099,209/. as 
compared with 117,633,863/. The exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures for the three months ended 31st March, 
1898, amounted in value to 57,707,118/. as against 59,298,187/. in 
a like period of 1897, showing a decrease of 1,591,069/., and the 
exports of foreign and colonial merchandise for the same period of 
1898 were valued at 15,110,772/. as compared with 14,649,96/. 
for the first three months of 1897, or an increase of 460,7961. 


-III—SKA FISHERIES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


A Return has recently been issued by the Board of Trade 
containing statistical tables and memorandum relating to the Sea 
Fisheries of the United Kingdom in the year 1897 (No. 96/98, 
Price 53d.), including also a return showing the quantity of fish 
carried by railway from each of the principal ports of England and 

. Wales, Scotland andIreland, in each year from 1892 to 1897, 
inclusive. 

The statistics are those of fish first landed on the coast of 
England and Wales, that is of fish landed direct from the fishing 
grounds, excluding all fish imported from abroad, as well as all 
fish that has been previously landed elsewhere in the United 
Kingdom. 

The chief facts brought out by the return as to fish landed on 
the coasts of England and Wales during th2 year 1897 are as 
follows :—The total quantity of fish landed, exclusive of shell-fish 
amounted to 7,946,000 cwts., or roughly speaking to 397,000 tous, 

of the value of 5,569,000/., which with the addition of the value 

of shell-fish , viz., 335,000/., makes a total value for the year of 
5,904,0002. The corresponding values for the years 1895 and 1896 
having been 5,438,000. and 5,510,000/. respectively, it would 
appear that there has been a distinct increase in the value of the 
fish landed in each of the last three years. 

For Scotland the returns for the year 1897 show a total quantity 
of 5,002.000 cwts. landed, exclusive of shell-fish, the value 
being 1,627,000. ; to this should be added 83,000/., the value of 
the shell-fish landed, making a total of 1,710,000/. The corres- 
ponding figures for Ireland show a total of 819,000 cwts. landed, 
of the value of 284,000/., exclusive of shell-fish, the totaJ, in- 
cluding shell-fish, being valued at 296,0U0/. It should be 
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remarked that in 1897, as compared with 1896, there is in 
Scotland a considerable decrease in the quantity, but at the same 
time a slight increase in the value of the fish landed, whilst in 
Ireland there is a decrease both in the total quantity and the 
total value of the fish landed. 

The aggregate results for the whole of the United Kingdom 
show that in the year 1897 13,767,000 cwts. of fish (exclusive of 
shell-fish) were landed, or approximately 688,000 tons, valued at 
7,481,0002. at the point of landing. If to this the value of the 
shell-fish, amounting to 430,000/. be added, a total of 7,911,091. is 
arrived at as the value of the sea fisheries of the Unitel Kingdom 
at the place of lauding in the year 1897, compared with a total 
value of 7,529,000/. in the year 1896. 

A comparative table is given showing the quantities and value 
of the fish landed at each of the principal ports in England and 
Wales during the last seven years, showing the various fluctua- 
tions in the fishing trade done at each port. Taking first the East 
Coast, it will be se2n that Grimsby distinctly miintains its place 
as the first port, the amount returned as landed there in 1897 
being 78,000 tons. Next comes Hull, where the unprecedented 
amouut of 56,660 tons of fish were returned as landed during the 
past year, this being the largest amount ever landed at that place. 
Some way behind come Lowestoft with 45,500 and Yarmouth 
with 33,700 tons. The amount landed at London, viz., 53,961 
tons, though still large, was considerably exceeded by the amounts 
Janded in the earlier years of this collection, viz., 1886-7-5, in 
which years it averaged 64,000 tons. A table is given in the 
Return showing the amount of fish landed in London during the 
last five years. 

The fluctuations in the amount of fish landed on the South 
- Coast are in no way remarkable, having been small in each year. 
As regards the West Coast, the most salient facts are the constant 
fluctuations in the amount of fish landed at Neyland, although the 
amount at the same time landed at Milford keeps fairly steady, 
but with a distinct tendency to increase. Neyland is supplied 
with fish, chiefly drift net fish (mackerel), coming almost entirely 
from the Irish Coasts, although not landed before in that country. 
Milford, on the other hand, although it receives also some fish 
from the Irish Coasts, is by no means entirely dependent on such 
fish for its supply; indeed. by far the larger proportion of the 
fish landed at Milford is trawl fish caught in the St. George's 
Channel, the figures for 1897 being as follows:—Fish caught off 
the Irish Coasts, 3,337 tons, and fish caught elsewhere, 7,474 tons. 
The quantities landed at Neyland, that is to say principally 
brought to England from the Irish Coasts, have varied greatly ot 
late years. In 1888, 7,871 tons of fish were landed there; in 
1890 the amount had risen to 18,590 tons; whilst in 1894 it had 
fallen to 8,650, and in 1896 still further to 5,579 tons; in 1897 it 
had risen slightly to 6,151 tons. The amount landed at Milford 
has been subject to no such fluctuations. In 1894 the total 
quantity landed amounted to 5,923 tons, in 1895 it had increased 
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to 7,512 tons,in 1896. it was 9,263 tons, and i in 1897 it had risen 
still further to 10,811 tons. 

It should also be. remarked that the amount retitned as landed 
at Fleetwood shows a steady increase of late years, owing to the 
gradual growth of the number of steam fishing vessels using the 
w iiiie statement to which it is desirable to draw attention in 
detail is that relating to the quantity and value of fish landed in 
each month of the year, distinguishing the various kinds of fish 
as well as the different. coast on which it was landed. It would 
appear from these returns which have now been prepared in the 
present form for several years, that there is comparative regularity 
from month to month in the take of prime fish, as well as in the 
take of the kinds so-called “intermediate” between prime fish 
and those classed as inferior ; but that, on the other hand, frequent 
and great variations occur in the take of the more migratory 
kinds, such as herrings, mackerel, and sprats, the changes as 
regards these largely affecting the total for particular months. 
There are also similar variations, of course, in the oyster. and in 
the pilchard fisheries. 

It appears that the months of October, deptenibinn, and 
November were the most important in the year 1897, whilst in 
the preceding year, 1896, the most important months were: April, 
October and November. The fourth quarter of the year was, in 
1897, the most important to-the fishing industry, as was also the 
case in both 1896 and in 1895. In all three years the first 
quarter of the year was the least important as regards the value 
of the fish landed. 

Tables are also given showing for a series of years from 1889 to 
1897 inclusive, the total quantities and values of the fish imported 
into the United Kingdom, distinguishing the proportion of such 
fish retained for home. consumption, as well #s the exports of fish 
from this country to foreign parts during the same period. From 
these statements it appears that the value of the fish imported into 
this country and retained for home mang YET? now exceeds 
2,800,000/. a year, having increased from 2,112,000/. in 1839 to 
2,808, 0007. in 1897; whilst, on the other ood the total value of 
British and Irish fish exported from this country, which for many 
years averaged about 1,700,000/. a year, has in the year 1897 risen 
to 2,038, 0002, Taking these figures in conjunction with the value 
of the produce of the sea fisheries of the United Kingdom. during © 
the period in question, it will be seen that the value of. the fish 
consumeéd in this country has materially increased in the last few 
years, 
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IV.—THE TRADE OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE WITH 
CHINA AND HONG KONG, 


With reference to the trade of the British Empire with the 
treaty ports of China, the Right Hon. C. T. Ritchie, President of 
the Board of Trade, replying, on the 28th March last, in the 
House of Commons to a question of Sir Howard Vincent, said, 
“ According to the returns of the Chinese Customs Department 
the imports into China from the United Kingdom and the rest, of 
the British Empire amounted in 1896 to nearly 274 millions 
sterling, of which more than half, or 15 millions, were trom Hong 
Kong. Most articles pay Customs duties at the Chinese treaty 
ports at rates nearly equivalent to 5 per cent. ad valorem. The 
Customs duties levied on British imports into French Indo-China 
are, with certain exceptions, those of the French metropolitan 
tariff, which are usually several times as much as the Chinese 
duties; and the rates on British goods entering the Russian 
Empire through Eastern Siteria are equally high,” 

The following statement, showing the value of the imports of 
merchandise only into the various Chinese treaty ports from the 
United Kingdom and other parts of the British Empire and the 
total imports from all countries in the year 1896, may be of 
interest in connection with the above :— 


Imports from|Imports from Total Total 
Treaty Ports. the United | the rest of | Imports;from| Imports from 
Kingdom, | the British || the Britieh all 
Empire. + Empire. Countries, 
Newchang - ° 2,000 269,000 271,000 315,000 
Tientsin - - 277,000 442,000 719,000 1,109,000 
Chefoo - - - re 348,000 375,000 520,000 
Shasi - - - 
Hankow 5,000 5,000 35,000 
Wuhu - - - 3,000 3,000 6,000 
Chinkiang - 114,000 114,000 116,000 
Shanghai - - 7,123,000 9,133,000 | 16,256,000 || 21,609,000 
Ningpo - * 25,000 || 25,000 72,000 
Wenchow 2,000 |. 2,000 2.000 
Foochow - - a 677,000 |, 677,000 716,000 
Amoy - - — 1,212,000 |, 1,212,000 2,065,000 
Swatow - - — 1,369,000 1,369,000 1,442,000 
Canton - - - _- 1,914,000 1,914,000 2,027,000 
Kowloon - = — 8,521,000 3,521,000 8,521,000 
Lappa - - — ,000 
Kiungchow - - aa 244,000 244,000 245,000 
Pakhoi - - - 524,009 524,000 524,000 
Lungchow - - 11,000 
Mengtez - 257,000 257,000 271,000 
Total - £| 7,429,000 | 20,089,000 |} 27,488,000 || 35,271,000 


* Less than 1,000/. 
+ The figures relate to the imports from Hong y= India, Singapore and 
Straits Settlements, Gibraltar, Malta, Australia, and Bri 
the majority of ports, refer to Hong Kong only. . 
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The relative importance of the trace of the United Kingdom 
and other parts of the British Empire with the British Possession 
ef Hong Kong is shown in the following tabular statement, which 
gives the value of the import and export trade, including bullion 
and specie, of the United Kingdom and other British Dependencies 
with Hong Kong :— 


| Imports from Hong Exports to Hong 
| Kong. Kong. 
Into and From 

1895. 1896. 1895.. 1896. 

| £ £ 
United Kingdom - -| 1,221,737 1,023,680 3,358,213 2,634,360 

India* - - -, 1,147,228 1,133,947 4,780,842 5,121,702 
Straits Settlements - -: 1,890,125 2,260,992 1,131,557 1,204,277 
Ceylon - - - -! 75,718 47,934 13,294 8,950 
Manritius- - - ~-| 13,686 9,007 30,817 34,270 
New South Wales - -; 181,529 75,860 141,976 185,601 
Vigtoria- - - «| 116,165 114,721 52,774 52,303 
ueensland - | 117,738 108,573 30,647 54,835 
Cape of Good Hope - 10,914 19,906 696 _ 
Dominion of Canadaf - 769 1,211 3,029 3,137 


As regards the trade of Hong Kong with China, the imports 
from Hong Kong into China (merchandise only) amounted in 1895 
to 14,422,90327, and in 1896 to 15,226,088/.; while the exports 
from China (domestic produce merchandise only) to Hong Kong 
amounted in the same years to 8,957,995/ and 9,008,843/. 
respectively. 


* The figures are for the 12 months ented 3lst March of the year followiog that stated 
above, and refer to trade oy sea only. 

+ Te figures are ir tre 12 mcnthe ended 20th June of the year fclloning that stated 
above 
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V.—THE ECONOMIC CONDITION OF HONG KONG, 


The United States Consul at Hong Kong in a Report to his 
Government issued last month gives a brief review of the 
industrial and commercial situation of the colony during the past 
year, which is of considerable interest. ‘The Consul first points 
out that Hong Kong is and always has been a free port. Itis, in 
fact, a vast warehouse, the port of departure for the wonder- 
fully rich Kwantung Province, of which Canton is the capital, 
and, more lately, for the newly-opened West liver. 

It is, moreover, the transshipping point between India, the 
Straits Settlements, the Philippine Islands, Japan, and America. 

The island of Hong Kong, 30 wiles square, is not productive, but 
is so heavily fortified that, as a warehouse, it is of the greatest 
importance. 

During the past year trade has met with serious obstacles ; the 
Indian famine, the shortness of crops in other countries, and the 
embargo placed on the export of rice from China causing a mate- 
rial inciease in the cost of food stuffs—notably rice, the statf of life 
—and diminishing the purchasing power of the people. 

The withdrawal of the Japanese yen from circulation, owing to 
that country’s adoption of the gold standard, caused an embarrassing 
scarcity of the circulating medium, thereby hampering commercial 
transactions. For the past few months trade in imports has been 
almost at a standstill, and stocks have accumulated in the godowns 
to an inconvenient extent. In Indian yarn, especially, the im- 
_ porters have felt the situation so keenly that they recently 
“advised the adoption of short time by the Bombay mills, a recom- 
mendation which, however, was not heeded. Heavy fluctuations 
of exchange and uncertainty as to the future of silver have also 
had a demoralising effect. 

The discussion as to the advisability of adopting the gold stand- 
ard has been going on in the lccal press, but so far the Legislative 
Council has paid no official attention to it. As itis, the commerce 
of the coast is gradually putting itself on a gold basis, Although 
there has been a certain depreciation shown “in bank stock, owing 
to the war scare, the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation 
alone has added 1,000,000 dollars to its reserve. 

The opening of the West River for 300 miles, as far as the 
jmponant commercial centre of Wuchow, a place of 40,000 
inhabitents, has perceptibly increased the colony’s trade. The 
great natural channel of the West River, the most important 
water-way in southern Ching, not only traverses Kwantung but 
enters Kwangsi, and will eventually tap Yunnan, all provinces of 
incalculable 1ichness, especially when it is taken into account that 
the last-named has a portion of the wealth uf Szechuen flowing 
into it. It was to obtain close communication with these four 
provinces that France conquered Tonkin. By the p2aceful opening 


398 THE ECONOMIC CONDITION OF HONG KONG. [April 1898. 


of the West River, England has gained the eventual monopoly of 
this section, and has created a rival to Canton in Wuchow. 

The country around produces silk, cassia, camphor wood, teas, 
sugar, tobacco, the fan palm, China grass, and fruits, and is famous 
for its natural scenery, gorges, rapids, mountain ranges, wonderful 
caves, subterranean streams, etc. 

The English have established a consulate in Wuchow. The 
country is already a heavy purchaser of American oil and flour, 
although just at preseut the Chinese Government has absolutely 
forbidden the importation of kerosene oil into Wuchow, hoping 
thereby to force the people to return to the use of nut oil. It is 
thought, however, that the obstruction will be only temporary. 

The local industries of Hong Kong—sugar refining, etc.—will 
shortly receivean important addition in the mills of the Hong Kong 
votton Spinning, Weaving, and Dyeing Company, Limited, the ex- 
tensive buildings for which are being rapidly pushed. The capital of 
the concern is 1,200,000 dollars in 12,000 shares of 100 dollars each, 
with power to increase. Within a few days after the concern was 
placed on the Hong Kong market, the shares were applied for three 
times over, in spite of the constant allegations as to tie tightness of 
the local money market ; and the promoters are contemplating 
doubling the number of spindles originally projected. The general 
managers are Messrs. Jardire, Matheson & Co. The prospectus 
sets forth that the flotation has been deferred, in order to gain 
the experience of the erection and working of European-managed 
mills in Shanghai. 

These mills are now all running, and are proving a practical 
success, in that they are spinning a very creditable yarn, which is 
readily bought by natives at a price about % per cent. higher than 
the best Indian spinnings command on the Shanghai market. 

_ The promoters point to the earnings of the Japan mills as 
evidence of the success that is likely to accrue to the spinning 
concerns at Shanghai and Hong Kong, but the results will h»rdly 
be the same. The Japanese dividends average 15 per cent. per 
annum, but this is obtained at the expense of the plant, for the 
maintenance and depreciation of which the Japanese make little, 
if any, allowance. On the other hand it must be borne in mind 
that the Japanese purchase a large portion of their new cotton: 
from Chine, which charges an export duty, and that when the 
manufactured article returns to China an import duty has to be 
paid. These charges, coupled with freight both ways, would seem 
to give the China mills a slight advantage. The raw material can 
be readily obtained from India and China, and the promise of 
development in cotton growing in the French colony of Tonkin 
and in the fertile possession of British North Borneo would seem 
still further to favour Hong Kong. 

. There has been an active demand for land in Hong Kong, both for 
industrialand residential purposes ; and the re-valuation of saleable 
tenements, which will come into force from the Ist of July next, is 
expected to show a substantial increase in the value of property. 
The rents of the better class of residences have gone up 15 per cent. 
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during the past year, owing to increasing value of land and low price 
of silver. The price of coolie labour has also increased. 

An important extension to the navy yard is expected to be com- 
menced during the year, affording employment toa large number of 
labourers. 

The census taken January, 1897, gave a population for the whole 
colony of 236,382, exclusive of the military and naval establishments, 
showing an increase of nearly 18,000 over the census taken in 1891. 
This increase would no doubt have been much larger had it not been 
for the visitations of the plague in 1894 and 1896; and the per- 
centage of increase during the year just expired has probably been 
considerably larger than the average of the previous five years. 

During 1897 the colony has been almost entirely free from 
plague, only a few isolated cases, numbering less than twenty in all, 
having occurred. With the sanitary precautions now taken, there 
seems little reason to fear the recrudescence of the disease in epi- 
demic form, with its disastrous interruptions to trade and progress. 
It is satisfactory to note that port-light dues have been reduced 
from 2} cents to 1 cent per ton, the additional 14 cents having 
covered the special purpose for which the levy was made, namely, 
the cost of the construction of the Gap Rock Light. Through tle 
representation of the United States Vonsul, the colonial govern- 
ment has relieved all foreign shipping of a tax in the form of a 
stamp duty on legal papers, necessary in case of sale, mortgage, or 
transfer of said vessels. 

. As an outgrowth of Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee, the 
colonial government has promised to build, at an expense of over 
20,0007. a road completely around the island, some 30 miles, to be 
known as the Jubilee Road. This, however,is to be done by 

local taxation, and, as 17} per cent. of all taxes must go for 
imperial defence, there is some friction over the matter. Con- 
sequently, although the road has been surveyed, no work has yet 
been done. It will be of great benefit when completed, opening 
new tracts for factories and wharves, as well as furnishing 
employment for a large number of men. 
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VI—DEVELOPMENT OF GERMAN TRADE IN THE 
FAR EAST. 


A despatch dated 13th March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Dresden, enclosing translation 
of an article which has appeared in the “ Dresden Journal,” con- 
cerning the development of German trade in the Far East. 

The writer of the article referred to states that the last ten years 
have been characterised by 2 remarkable growth of German trade 
with the Fur East; indeed, during the past seven years this 
increase has assumed such dimensions that a consideration of some 
of the more striking facts in this connection should not prove 
uninteresting. 

The three main factors which claim attention are (1) the 
increase of German firms in Eastern Asia beth numerically and 
also as regards the volume of their trade (2) the expansion of the 
market for German goods, and (3) the development of German 
shipping. 

To the Gernian firms in the Far East the chief credit for this 
development of German trade is naturally due. A fact of still 
greater moment, however, is that some of these firms were 
established in Eastern Asia long before there was any idea of a 
considerable trade in German goods, and that consequently by this 
time they have acquired an extremely wide connection, and have 
thereby become mos: effective agencies for the spread of German 
influence and the expansion of German trade. The influence of 
the old-established German houses on the development of German 
; sca in the Far East has greatly lightened the task of the younger 

s, 

These latter have in most cases sprung from the former, since 
employés of the older houses, after acquiring practical experience 
of the business, have frequently established themselves indepen- 
denily. The new firms have derived considerable benetit from 
the steady progress which German goods have made in the market 
and the ever-growing consumption of them in China. A further 
essential stimulus towards the foundation of new German houses 
is supplied by the institution of subsidised lines of mail steamers, 
which by establishing regular communication have materially 
increased the facilities of travel in the Far East, extended the 
knowledge of local conditions, and reduced the difficulties 
attendant on the carriage of imports and exports. 

The combined effect of these circumstances alone accounts for 
the fact that during the decade commencing with 1886, the 
number of German firms in Eastern Asia has risen from 56 to 92 
in China, and from 38 to 57 in Japan. 

As regards the actual trade in merchandise, it is extremely 
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difficult to obtain statistics previous to the inclusion of Hamburg 
and Bremen in the German Customs’ Union in 1889. But even 
during the short space of time which has elapsed since that 
inclusion, the German goods trade with China and Japan has 
increesed in so rematkable a manner as-to cal] for attentive study 
by al’ parties concerned. From 1889 to 1896 the exports from 
the German Customs’ Union to China have increased from 
24 250,000 marks (1,212,5001.) to 45,250,000 marks (2,262,500) 
that is susay by 86°72 per cent., while to Japan the increase 
has been from 18,500,000 marks (925,0001.) to 35,500,000 marks 
(1,775,000/.) amounting to arise of 92°2 per cent. 

Still more considerable is the development of the import trade 
not so much in absolute value as in relative growth, During the 
above-mentioned years the impoits from China into Germany 
have risen from 8,500,000 marks /425,006/.) to 20,000,000 marks 
(1,000,0007.) that is to say by 136°5 per cent., whereas the imports 
trom Japan have increased from 3,500,000 marks (175,000/.) to 
something over 9,000,000 marks (450,000/.) a rise of 162°7 per cent. 

Particular interest attaches to the fact that Germany’s share in 
the development of the countries of Eastern Asia is 1elatively 
greater than that of other uations. No other nation, says 
the correspondent of the “Dresden Journal,’ can show so 
great a relative increase of trade as Germany. Nevertheless, an 
unusually wide and rich field remains open to German enterprise, 
as is proved by the fact that even now Germany’s imports into 
China only amount to 4 and into Japan not more than ? of the 
English in port trade. Germany’s share in the total imports of 
both countries amounts roughly to 10 per cent. As regards the 
exports from China, the German trade only ameunts to } of that 

_ of Great Britain, and to 4 of the total; of Japanese exports 
Germany’s share is } of that of England, and ,); of the total. 

Finally, with reference to the development of German shipping 
it should be noted that the tonnage of German vessels tradin 
with Chinaand Japan has risen from 84,000 in 1886 to 219,39 
in 186, and mention should also be made of the trade now carried 
on by German coasting-steamers in China, which is steadily 
increasing in volume. 

The doubling of the subsidised mail-service to Eastern Asia, as 
well as the opening of Kiao-Chau as a free port, will provide 
German trade in the Far East with new facilities and the widest 
of spheres for its development. 
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VIL—TRADE AND TRADE ROUTES IN SIAM. 


The trade of Siam, though not so valuable as that of many other 
Asiatic countries, is important when considered in connection with 
the geographical position of that State, lying as it does between the 
seat of the thriving industries of British India and Burmah, and 
the undeveloped though densely-populated districts of Western 
and South-Western China, and also in close proximity to (1) the 
French colonies of Indo-China ;(2) the port of Siugapore, with its 
extensive transit trade; and (3) the busy marts of the Dutch 
-East Indies. 

Bangkok, the capital, on the Menam, 20 miles from its mouth 
is the only seaport of Siam proper, leaving out of consideration the 
less important trading places of the Malay peninsula in countries 
under the protectorate of Siam. Trade is also carried on, however, 
through the Burmese ports of Moulmein and Tavoy, and, to a 
lesser extent, by caravan from South-Western China and the 
French colony of Annam. 

_ Besides Bangkok, the principal centres of trade are Ayuthia, 
the ancient capital of Siam, on the Menam, 40 miles north of 
Bangkok ; Khorat in the south-east, seat of a French vice- 
consulate, and centre of trade by caravan from the Mekong and 
French Indo-Caina ; Raheng, on the Meping, a tributary of the 
“Menaw, an important trading town on the road to the Burmese 
port of Moulmein; and Zimme, or Chiengmai, a large and 


populous city in Northern Siam, capital of a semi-independent 


state under the protectorate of the Siamese central Government, 
whence caravans trade with Burmah on the west, with Annam 
and French Indo-China on the east, and (via Laos and the 
Northern Shar. States), with Yunnan and other parts of China on 
the north. 

The latest report of H.M. Minister and Consul-General at 

Bangkok, issued in October last, deals with the trade and shipping 
of his district for the year 1896. 
_ The following table, taken from the above report, shows the 
number and tonnage of vessels cleared from the port of Bangkok 
duzing the year 1896, distinguishing British vessels; and the 
corresponding figures for 1895, froma previous report of H.M. 
‘Chargé d’Affaires at Bangkok, are added for convenience of 
comparison. 


Return of all ehipping cleared from Bangkok in the years 


1895 and 1896. 
Nationality. 1895. 1896. 
No. | Tons. No. Tons. 
Total - 527 | 411,708 475 410,216 
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From the report, it appears that, in 1895, British vessels 
were responsible for 11°62 per cent. of the entire sailing, and 
72°65 per cent. of the entire steam tonnage cleared. In 1896 78:58 
per cent. of the entire steam tonnage was British. The Customs 
Returns also show that in 1855 British ships carried 85 per cent. 
in value of the total imports and 68 per cent. of the total exports, 
and 92°31 per cent. in value of the total imports and 70°18. per 
cent. of the total exports in 1896. 

Norway and Sweden rank second and Germany (some way off) 
third in the shipping trade of the port. 

The foreign trade of Bangkok is entered in the Returns as being 
principally with Hong Kong, Singapore, and Bombay, but this, 
especially in the case of Singapore, is largely a transit trade. In 
1896, out of a total value of 2,104,452/. for goods imported into 
Bangkok, Europe is represented by a blank and Singapore figures 
for 886,7261., or 42°1 per cent. 

The following table gives the total values of all articles 
exported from and imported into Bangkok to and from foreign 
countries in the years 1895 and 1896 :— 


Exports. Imports. 
1895. 1896. 1895. 1896. 
£ £& 
Hong-Kong - - - - | 1,157,254 | 1,392,438 498,702 544,056 
Singapore - - 924,778 | 1,039,984 932,509 886,726 
Bombay - 94,949 61,882 233,696 . 223,276 
Europe - = 33,540 120,982 
Coast - 7 - - - 163,781 186,043 21,521 23,012 
China - - - - - 9,364 6,867 83,606 84,708 
Saigon - - - - - 73,763 21,650 ‘ 


Other countries 241,801 206,445 309,671 342,654 


Total 2,699,230 | 3,036,291 | 2,069,705 | 2,104,432 


The staple articles of Siamese export are rice and teak. In 
the total value of 3,036,291/. in 1896, rice figures for 2,121,145/., © 
or nearly 70 per cent..; while forthe same year the exports of 
teak were valued at 264,8051., or 8°7 per cent. of the whole. 

The United States Minister and Consul-General at Bangkok, 
in his latest report, states that trade is well organised in Bangkok. . 
Banking facilities are excellent, and it is as easy to negotiate 
drafts or bills of exchange on any important city of the world’as 
in London or New York. There are two large bauks—the Hong 
Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation and the Chartered Bank 
of India, Australia, and China—who are always willing to supply 
information to merchants, and ‘to assist business transactions, The 
wholesale import and export trade is.in the hands a few 
large European and Chinese houses, but there are a score or more 
of lesser firms that do a considerable import trade and in turn sell — 
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to thousands of Chinese and native retail traders. The large 
houses are strongly capitalised, well conducted, and always ready 
to deal with exporters if the latter give them sufficient induce- 
ment. Bangkok is a commercial capital, the centre of distribution 
to, and the market of, at least 5,000,000 people. No merchant 
need think for a moment that he is entering an uncultivated or 
doubtful field of trade. He will find facilities equal to those of Yoko- 
hama, Shanghai, Hongkong, and Singapore. 

Customs tariffs and port regulations present: no obstacles to the 
development of trade. The average import duty, fixed by treaty, 
is only 3 per cent. ad valorem, except on wines and liquors, for 
which it averages 5 per cent. and can not exceed 10 per cent. 
Export duties are specific, but not heavy. The Custon: House 
service is good. and there is little delay in the examination and 
delivery of goods. Port charges and light dues are not excessive 
and do not hamper shipping, and pilotage rates are also reasonable. 

All goods coming to Bangkok should be prepared ard packed 
with reference to its damp tropical climate. Preparation that 
would suit cooler and drier lands will prove entirely unsatisfactory 
in Siam, and the use of hermetically sealed tin casing inside 
boxes and packages is strongly recommended for all goods that may 

- be affected by dampness or heat. 

The French Vice-Consul at Khorat, in his Report for the 
financial year,ending March 31st, 1896, states that the value of 
the trade at that place was as follows, as compared with the year 
1894-95 :— 


1894-95. 1895-96, 
£ - 

100 300 159,700 
47,600 - 104, 

Total £ 147,900 263,700 


Khorat lies between Bangkok and French Indo-China, and, in 
the Report referred to above, the French Vice-Consul remarks that 
the products of Upper Laos are brought in large quantities by 
caravan to Khorat, and thence conveyed to Bangkok, instead of 
following their natural course down the Mekong, and via the ports 
of Annam, Cochin China, and Cambodia. There is no British 
official representative at Khorat. 

One of the most important trading centres of Siam is Zimme 
(known also as Chiengmai or Muangmai), in the north. Small 
vessels can ascend the Menam-Meping rivers as far as Zimme, but 
river steamers get no higher than Paknampho, a port ut the con- 
fluence of the two streams. 

The greater part of the trade of Zimme is carried on with 
Bangkok, but some of it is with Moulmein,the Burmese port at the 
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mouth of the River Salwein, whence it is conveyed by caravan to 
Raheng, on the Meping, and thence to Zimme, to be distributed 
afterwards throughout the Northern Shan States and Upper 
Laos, as far east as Luang Phrabang, on the left bank of the 
Mekong, in French territory, and as far north as Yunnan-Fu and 
other places within the Chinese boundary. A British Consular 
Report (Annual Series, 2009) estimates the value of the imports 
of the principal articles into Zimme from Moulmein in 1895-96 at 
43,7611, as compared with 26,8941. in 1894-95, and the value of 
the exports to Moulmein from Zimme (including silver specie 
on both cases) at 24,3047. in 1895-96 as against 18,9997. in 1894+ 
95. The route from Zimme to Moulmein is either via Muany- 
Hterv, Raheng and Myawadi, or via Muang Hawt to Papun in 
British Burmah, and thence down the River Salwein. In 
any case, the Consul states that the return journey from 
Zimme to Moulmein and back takes but 40 days, in- 
clusive of a 10 days’ stay for purchases at Moulmein and Ran- 
goon—whereas, the return journey from Zimme to Bangkok and 
back occupies 70 days (including 10 days at Bangkok), in the high 
water and four to five months in the dry season. By the Moulmein 
route, moreover, goods escape the 3 per cent. import duty levied 
at Bangkok, and being of a better class than those from Bangkok 
realise larger profits. It must be remembered, also, that imports 
to Moulmein by sea require no transhipment en route as do the 
Bangkok imports. On the other hand, the cost of transport over- 
land is five times greater than by the river route, and the cheaper 
and more bulky Bangkok stocks find a readier market than the 
more expensive Moulmein articles. So that in point of profits 
neither route can be said to have the advantage. It may fairly be 
_taken for granted, therefore, that given greater facilities for 
exporting from Moulmein the cheap and bulky goods, that port 
would hold a distinct advantage over Bangkok. The present 
disadvantages may be attributed entirely to the badness of the 
communications with Moulmein. 

Some 10 or 11 caravans from Yunnan passed through Zimme 
during the year 1896. The chief imports from the Chinese 
province are :—Opium, silk, and quilts and coats of the fur of 
the “chomat,” a small animal of the weasel tribe. Owing 
partly to the enhanced value of the rupee in Zimme as com- 
pared with Moulmein, the caravan business has not been 
profitable ; and several caravans formerly trading with Zimme 
went down by way of Luang Phrabang to Nong Khai and 
Khorat to purchase forest produce, especially deerhorns which, 
converted into medicine, fetch good prices in Yunnan. 

With regard to the import trade into Zimme by routes other 
than that of Moulmein, the following figures based upon inquiries 
made amongst the principal importers give an approximate idea 
of the total import trade, but it must be remembered that of the 
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total imported by caravans from Moulmein, a considerable portion 
. is taken on for sale in places further north :— 


Into Zimme from Value. 
£ 

Moulmein (excluding specie) - - ~ - 18,504 
Yunnan - - - - - : - 7 - 2,550 
Kengturg - - - - 2,250 
Sipsongpanna country (east of the Mekong) - - 1,125 
Total £| 181,824 


In the Report of the British Consul at Zimme, referred to 
above, it is stated that the year 1896 was one of general 
prosperity for the Lao States of Northern Siam. The measure 
of this prosperity in comparison with past years it is impossible 
to gauge, owing to the total absence of Siamese official statistics. 

There would, however, appear to have been an appreciable 
increase in both exports and imports, in spite of the want of 
proper communications. The Chiengmai-Moulmein trade, ex- 
clusive of Salwein teak, is, however, owing to the want just 
mentioned, an insignificant fraction of the steadily increasing 
trade between Chiengmai and Bangkok by the river route. The 
Consul adds, “It is a matter of regret that no attempt is made to 
ascertain even approximately the bulk of the trade, noc only of 
Chiengmai, but of all the northern provinces of Lampun, Lakhon, 
Phre, Nan, and Raheng with Bangkok, by the establishment of 
trade registration stations, say at Muang Hawt, Raheng, and 
Paknampho, and at Chienghai with regard to the Panthay 
caravan trade, and that with Kengtung and the Sipsongpanna 
country east of the Mekong.” 

In an official Blue Book, issued in July, 1897, it is stated that 
the most important event of the year (1895-96) was the decision 
to construct the railway from Mandalay to the Chinese frontier, 
This line, according to a map published with a Memorandum* 
issued recently by the India Office, is to run from Mandalay, via 
Hsibau and Lashio, to the Kunlong ferry on the Salwein, thus 
bringing the important trading port of Rangoon, in British 
Burmah, into direct railway communication with the south- 
western boundaries of the Chinese Empire. The Blue Book, 
referred to above, says, “The work is being rapidly pushed 
on. When the railway is opened, new conditions will be 
created, and some changes in administration will be required. 
It is stated that road-making and _ bridge-making have 
become a sort of mania with all Sawbas; but improvements 
beyond their individual capacities are required. Trunk roads 


*Memorandum on the Trade between Burmah and the adjoining Foreign 
Countries, for the year ending the 3ls¢ March, 1897. (Rangoon). 
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and a branch railway to the centre of the Southern Shan States 
are urgently needed.” ‘ 

With regard to this question of railways in Siam, the only lines 
at present in existence are the short line from Bangkok to Paknam 
at the mouth of the river, only 13 miles in length, owned by a 
Danish company, and the line northward to Ayuthia, which it is 
proposed to extend to Khorat. A report of the French Consul at 
Bangkok, published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 
17th March last, states that this line is to be 164 miles in length, 
of which about 87 miles have been completed. Another line, the 
concession of which has also been granted to a Danish subject, is 
projected from the capital to’ Phetchabouri. one of the richest 
provinces of Western Siam; this line will be about 140 miles in 
length. 

But the most important of all the railways hitherto proposed is 
the extension of the Bangkok-Ayuthia line, northwards in.a direct 
line to Zimme (Chiengmai). The construction of this line of over 
310 miles in length would not present any serious difficulty as far 
as Paknampho at the confluence of the Meping and Menam, 
though afterwards it would not be such an easy nor, in the.opinion 
of the French consul, such a profitable affair. Ate 

It would appear from the above, and similar reports of European 
representatives in Siam, that the construction and extension ot the 
railway system on the lines indicated are of the utmost urgency 
for the development of the import trade. With regard .to the 
staple exports, teak and paddy, these will continue in all proba- 
bility to tollow the course of the roadways for some time to come ; 
but the successful introduction of goods of European manufacture 
in any large quantities, will depend upon the extension of facilities 
for their conveyance from Bangkok and Moulmein to the chief 
distributing centres of the interior. | 

Hitherto, the British trader has been predominant amongst 
Europeans in the markets of Siam, and British ships have been in the 
majority at Bangkok. This predominance should not be 
difficult to maintain against foreign rivals. It is emphasised in an 
official report of the Belgian consul published in 1897. He says, 
“ Above all, there is one essential condition which should be im- 
pressed on all who have, or wish to have dealings with Siam, 
viz., the absolute necessity of knowing the English language. 
English is the language spoken at Bangkok in all commercial and 
social relations; those who cannot speak and write English 
fluently, should not yo to Siam.” 
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VIII—COMMERCIAL ‘PUBLICATION AND INFOR- 
MATION BUREAUX IN THE UNITED STATES. 


A circular recently issued by the National Association of Manu- 
facturers of the United States of America states that the Publication 
and Information Bureaux of the Association are two active agencies 
for the promotion of its interests. The work of the first is general 
in its aim, while the latter seeks to render personal service to the 
individual members. The Bureau of Publicity is devoted to 
general propaganda, the preparation of printed matter designed to 
make the purposes of the association more generally understood 
and the advancement of the particular objects to which the 
Association is committed. 

Such publications as are of a character to make them likely to 
be preserved are printed in uniform pamphlet size and style, and 
numbered consecutively, as Circulars of Information. In all, 
twenty-one of these circulars have been issued, ranging in size 
from a single leaf to a book of 165 pages, and amounting, all told, 
to about 500 pages of printed matter. Several of these pamphlets 
have been so much in demand that three or four editions of 
have been required. The total distribution of these Circulars of 
Information has been about 200,000 copies. 

In November last the regular publication of a paper devoted to 
Association interests was begun. ‘‘ American Trade,” a fort- 
nightly eight-page paper, now gives wide publicity to the work 
thet is being done by the Association and conveys to the manu- 
facturers of the United States a large amount of irformation 
about foreign trade matters, most of which comes frem original 
sources not generally accessible. Correspondents of the Associa- 
tion in various foreign cities supply news of matters affecting 
American commercial interests; wants of foreign buyers are also 
made known through the columns of the paper, and thereis hardly a 
line that does not have some particular interest for the American 
manufacturer or merchant, while, as a means of communication 
between the many members of the Association, this periodical 
publication renders a very useful service, and its general circu- 
lation keeps the work of the Association constantly in the public 
mind. 

Other publications issued by the Bureau of Publicity include 
a handbook and membership, list, leaflets in Spanish and English 
for foreign distribution, a condensed statement of the purposes of 
the Association in small pamphlet form, (of which 20,000 copies 
have just been distributed) and a great variety of other forms of 
printed matter, designed to inake the National Association of 
Manufacturers known to all the world. A membership directory 
giving information about the classes of goods manufactured by 
each member, with a classified section for the guidance of buyers, 
has been in the course of preparation for some months. 

This directory will make a handy reference book of American 
manufacturers of goods for export. A large edition will be 
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distributed among the leading merchants in foreign countries, 
without any charge to the members. 

The Bureau of Information is a natural outgrowth of the 
Publication Bureau. No sooner was it known abroad that the 
Association represented a great export movement on the part of the 
manufacturers of the United States, than inquiries began to come 
from foreign merchants who desired to effect connections with 
American manufacturers. Then, in turn, members of the Associa- 
tion found themselves in need of information touching many 
phases of foreign trade. The rapid increase in the demands for 
service of this character compelled some provision for work of this 
nature and the Bureau of Information was the result. 

The inquiries that the Bureau of Information is called upon to 
answer come from two sources, viz., from the merchant abroad who 
wants to buy, and from the manufacturer at home who wants to 
sell. 

The foreign merchant asks to be placed in communication with 
manufacturers who make the goods he requires. The membership 
of the Association embraces such a variety of manufacturers that 
it is not necessary to seek further for anything wanted in foreign 
markets. ‘The distribution of such inquiries among the members 
is of immediate advantage to them, as they are thus brought at 
once into touch with actual buyers, Without, invitations or 
stimulus, these foreign inquiries have grown steadily in number, 
and steps that are now being taken will increase the work many 
times over. 

The Association has been brought so prominently into public 
notice during the past two years, that it has become generally 
recognised throughout the world as an institution which repre- 
‘sents the manufacturers themselves, and foreign merchants turn 
to it in perfect confidence for aid in finding what they want to 
buy in the United States. 

If the Association did no more for its members than to make 
known to them the business opportunities thus presented, the cost 
of membership would he well returned, and in a large number of 
cases many times over. 

Inquiries from members call for a great variety of service. 
One asks for the names of oculists in Buenos Ayres, another 
requests information. about the dairy trade in Australia, this one 
wishes to be advised concerning the standing of a merchant in 
Yokohama, that one desires a list of the sugar plantations in 
Demerara and the Philippines, a hat manufacturer wants to 
know the duties on his goods in South Africa, a paper maker 
sends for freight rates from New York to Cairo, a cotton goods 
manufacturer asks how zocds are sold in Venezuela. 7 

The above wili serve to indicate the variety of information the 
Bureau is asked tc supply. Some of the inquiries are very 
broad in their scope and involve a large amount of special in- 
vestigation. 

Letiers in French, German, Spznish, Portuguese, and Russian 
are frequently sent for translation, and memters who wish to 
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prepare circulars, letters, or price lists in foreign languages often 
make use of the Bureau for the original compilation of the material 
and the correction of proofs. 

The Association does not profess to maintain a commercial 
agency or to furnish unlimited reports about foreign houses, for, as 
a matter of fact, it is manifestly impracticable to keep records which 
will make it possible to determine at once the standing of any house 
in the world. The Bureau of Information has record of many 
thousands of merchants throughout the world, but still nearly every 
inquiry of this kind requires a special investigation through the 
foreign agents of the Association. 

The records and information files of this department are very 
complete, and arranged in manner most convenient for immediate 
reference. The card catalogue system is used very extensively for 
many purposes, and numerous improvements in methods for 
keeping such records have been originated, and would 
be of interest to anyone using such modern conveniences. 
Thousands of documents, reports and statistical publications are 
carefully filed, classified and indexed. Directories of the principal 
countries and of numerous special branches of industry are kept on 
the library shelves. The principal trade publications of the United 
States and many foreign journals are received regularly, and are 
carefully read for any items of information that may have possible 
value for any of the members. 

The Association has a large number of agents in foreign countries 
who do not merely render such service as their disposition may 
suggest, without any compensation, but who are paid for their 
work, and consequently render a service upon which dependence 
can be placed. In nearly all the principal foreign cities the 
Association has representatives who can be called upor at any 
time for such service as may be required, and who can be 
depended upon to execute any commissions promptly and 
accurately. 

This Bureau was established to serve the interests of the 
members; it does not pretend to anticipate their wants, but 
expects the members tu indicate what they need or desire. While 
making no pretence of omniscience, experience has shown that 
it. is able to render to any member of the Association service that 
is worth far more than the cost of membership. 

In the daily business of every manufacturer who is interested 
in foreign trade, problems are presented which require explanation 
or information which might readily be supplied from the Bureau 
of Information, and a simple inquiry may often save a great deal 
of time, trouble, and expense. 

The Bureau of Information has not been forced upon the 
attention of the members of the Association, as it has been 
thought best to permit its development to take a natural course 
but the work has developed to such an extent that it has become 
one of the important departments, and one which can do much in 
many ways for those who require information of any kind touching 
the commerce of the world. 
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IX.—DEVELOPMENT OF THE TIN AND TERNE PLATE 
INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Special Report to 
the Secretary of the U.S. Treasury, in which some interesting 
information is given as to the production of tin and terne plates 
in the United States during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1897. 

During that period the production in the United States of com- 
mercial tin and terne plates was 446,982,663 pounds, against 
307,228,621 pounds produced during the previous fiscal year, 
showing thereby an increased production of more than 45 per 
cent. Of the production for the year, 446,924,855 pounds, or 
practically the entire output, was made from sheets rolled in the 
United States. . 

The figures show that about 88 per cent. of the production 
belonged to the class of plates weighing lighter than 63 pounds 
per 100 square feet, the proportion being slightly larger than that for 
the previous fiscal year, which was more than 86 per cent. The 
report embraces the production of 50 firms, or three less than that 
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896. f 

The quantity of American sheet iron and steel made by stamp- 
ing and other manufacturing firms into articles and wares tinned 
or terne-plated, was 8,922,061 pounds, and the quantity of 
American sheet iron and steel used in this class of manufactures 
during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896, was 10,586,110 pounds. 

The production of black plates in the fiscal year was 436,438,035 
pounds against 334,014,798 pounds in 1896, showing an increased 

roduction of 102,423,237 pounds, or more than 30 per cent. 
The production of such plates lighter than 63 pounds per 100 
‘square feet is 86°5 per cent., as compared with 77 per cent. during 
the preceding year. Thirty-six rolling mills were producing black 
plates during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1897, the number 
being the same as during the previous fiscal year. 

Of the 50 firms reported as producing commercial tin and terne 
plates, one only used foreign-made plates during a portion of one 
quarter, the arnount being 57,208 pounds out of a total production 
by the tirm for that quarter of 213,687 pounds, 

Of the 53 firms reported as producing commercial tin and terne 
plates during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896, 50 used wholly 
American-rolled sheets, and 3 used both American and foreign, 
with an aggregate output of 15,503,154 pounds, Of this amount, 
4,226,523 pounds, or about 27 per cent. of the output, was made 
from foreign rolled sheets. 

Of the 446,982,063 pounds of commercial tine and terne plates 
produced during the year, 29 firms made sworn returns, covering 
223,301,799 pounds, or about one-half of the total output. The 
remainder was covered practically by unsworn statements, whieh 
are believed to be substantially correct. Less than 1 per cent. 
was estimated on the basis of previous returns and the best infor- 
mation obtainable. 

Of the 436,438,035 pounds of black plates reported as having 
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been produced during the year, 205,137,671 pounds, or 47 per 
cent, were covered by sworn statements of manufacturers, the 
remainder being by unsworn statements, which may be accepted 
as practically correct. 

Fifteen stamping and other manufacturing companies furnished 
sworn quarterly statements of production, against 16 that furnished 
such statements for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896. 

The quantity of tin plates and terne plates imported into the 
United States and entered for consumption during the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1897, was 244,407,601 pounds. 

The quantity of tin plates and terne plates on which duties 
were paid, and which were used in the manufacture of articles 
exported with benefit of drawback, during the same period, was 
139,246,130 lbs. 

The following details result from the foregoing figures :— 


Pounds. 

Total imports during fiscal year ended ea une 30, } ae - 244,407,601 
Total exports, same period - 189,246,180 
Net imports - 105,161,471 
Tctal domestic production - - - - 446,982,063 
Approximate consumption in United States = - 552,143,534 
Average annual capacity of amis completed June 20, 

1897 (200)—-say 600,000,000 
Same, of mills completed and i in process of construction 

June 30, 1897 (217)—say 650,000,000 


Capital actually invested in buildings and planta for 

the manufacture of tin and terne platess in the United 

States, Jure 80, 1897, about - - £2,000,000 

Under the provisions of paragraph 143 of the Act dated October 

1, 1890, American manufacturers were required to produce during 

one of the six fiscal years ending June 30, 1897, a quantity of tin 

and terne plates lighter in weight than 63 pounds per 100 square 

feet, which should equal one-third of the net importations of the 

same class of plates during one of the said years ; otherwise the 

law provided that on and ‘after October a 1897, all such plates 

should be admitted free of duty. It was understood that under 

this law the year of largest production could properly be compared 

with the year of smallest importations. The fiscal year ended 

June 30, i897, was the year of largest production, and at the 
same time the year of smallest net importations. 

A comparison of the figures for the year gives the following 

results :— 


Pounds. 
Importation of the lighter claes of plates - e 240,320,446 
Less exports of the same class o plates - - 139,014,815 
Net imports of plates of the lighter clase- - - 101,805,631 
Of which take one-third, equals - 33,768,544 


Production in the United States of the lighter class 
of plates, made from American-rolled eheete, during 
the fiscal year ended June 30,1897, - . 392,039,650 


This shows that the production, as compared with the one- -third 
net imports for the year, was more than eleven times as great as 
would have been required to continue in force. the rate ‘of duty 
that then prevailed under the law. 
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X.—NEW TEXTILE MILLS IN THE UNITED 
STATES IN 1897, 


The annual statistical report of textile mill construction for 
1897, prepared by the “Textile World,” shows that the number of 
mills in the United States was very materially increased during 
the year. The character of the new mills, and their number as 
compared with the number of new mills for the three preceding 
years, are as follows :— 


Woollen - - 53 31 33 17 
Miscellaneous - 14 8 16 23 

Total | 230 207 | 188 114 


In addition to these mills, there were 33 new mills projected at 
the close of the year, as compared with 79 in 1896, and 93 in 
1895. Of the projected mills, 18 were in the South, 4 were in 
New England, and the remaining 11 were distributed among the 
other States of the Union. The only cotton mills proposed were 
to be erected in the States of the South. Plans for a large print 
mill, with £60,000 capital, to be erected in South Carolina, have 
been made. Three cotton mills are contemplated in Texas, one 
with £10,000 capital, and another with £20,000 capital. The 
mill to be erected in Columbia, S.C., and operated by negro help, 
. is also included in the list. 

Plans for three woollen mills are being entertained for the New 
England States, and five other woollen mills are planned outside 
of these States, one with English capital, to be established in 
Pennsylvania. 

The number of new spindles put in operation during the year 
was much smaller than the number started in either one of the 
two years preceding, although it was somewhat larger than the 
number for the year 1894. Very little was done to increase the 
cotton spinning capacity of New England. There was, however, 
considerable activity in the Southern States in this respect, not 
only in the number of spindles that went into new wills, but 
in the increase of the spindle capacity of the mills already 
established. 

From a table showing the equipment of the new Southern 
cotton mills, it is learned that, in 37 mills, there were 256,780 
spindles and 5,672 looms. Of these new mills nine did no 
spinning, which leaves the number of new spindles (256,780) to 
be divided among 28 mills. South Carolina leads in the number 
of new mills, there having been established in that State 11 
new plants during the year. North Carolina stands second 
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with nine new establishments. A number of the Southern mills 
were equipped for making rope, lamp wicks, sash cords, bagging, 
and similar articles requiring coarse yarns. A small braid and 
tape mill was put up in Georgia, aud the manufacture of duck was 
commenced in Louisiana. 

Twelve of the new cotton mills for the year were built in 
the North, but the increase in spindle capacity, which amounted 
to 39,840 spindles, was confined to two mills. Mills for the 
manufacture of Turkish towelling, webbing, quilts aud comfor- 
ters, lace curtains, table damask, and lawn and handkerchiefs, 
were among the new plants erected. 

No large woollen mills were built during the year. There was, 
however, a very material growth in the aggregate productive 
capacity of the industry compared with 1896. Pennsylvania 
leads in the number of new mills, 26 of the total number of 53 
having been established in that State. The number of new sets of 
cards was 60 in 1897, as against 45 in 1896. New England leads 
with 29 sets, the Middle States had 9 sets, the Western States 21 
‘sets, and one set was installed in Kentucky. Many of the mills 
in the Middle States, and some in the -New England States, were 
equipped to work up yarns only. During the year a new industry 
was established in Pennsylvania—the manufacture of astrakhans. 

Of the 72 new knitting mills established during the year, 45 
were in the Middle States. In this branch of the textile industry, 
also, Pennsylvania leads all other States with 28 new mills, and 
New York stands second in the list with 14 new mills. The 
mills of these two States were chiefly hosiery mills, as were 
— all of the 12 new knitting mills establishea in the Southern 

tates. 

The new silk mills were confined to four States, as follows :— 
Pennsylvania 22, New Jersey 14, New York 3,and Connecticut 4. 
Of these, 25 were for the manufacture of dress goods, 4 were for 
plushes and velvets, 12 for ribbons and novelties, and 2 for 
braids. 

The miscellaneous mills included 3 dyeing and finishing mills, 
3 dye works, some mills for making hair .cloth, and others for 
making a new kind of crash towelling. The handling of flax was 
undertaken by one mill in New Hampshire, one in Pennsylvania, 
and one in Lowa. 
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XI,—THE UNITED STATES TRADE IN METALS AND 


THEIR MANUFACTURES. 


An interesting article has recently appeared in the ‘‘ Iron Age” 
on the foreign trade of the United States in metals and their 
manufactures. The following table shows the value of the leading 
imports of iron and steel into the United States during the 
calendar years 1896 and 1897-— 


Value. 

1896, 1.97, 

Dols. Dols. 
Tron ore - - 1,036,917 678,912 
Pig iron - 1,207,890 484,655 
Bar iron - - - - - 686,743 614,313 
Scrap iron - - 130,012 , 12,433 
Railway bars’ - - 207,648 15,939 

Steel ingots, blooms, billets, etc. - 1,657,805 1,523,410 . 

Sheet, plate and taggers - 828,421 170,385 
Cotton ties - - - - 235,830 3,686 
Tin plates - : + - 6,140,16) 4,366,828 
Wire rods - - - 811,224 772,950 
Wire and articles made from wire - 492,961 344,855 
Anvils - 55,444 43,450 
Chains - - 81,566 37,047 
Cutlery - - 1,855,964 1,855,375 
Files, file blanks- - - - 55,540 _ 39,908 
Firearms - - 572,783 632,078 
Needles - - - - - 289,893 337,375 

hot gun barrels forged, rough bored - 44,026 _ ~40,5 
. Allother manufactures - - - 2,330,694 2 7,169,853 
Dols. 20,543,504 14,514,862 
Total 4,279,813 3,02°,920 


The totals, it will be observed, are still large, but the year 1897 


shows a gratifying decline. Generally speaking, the articles 


imported are of special quality and of high cost. The bulk of the 
pig iron is manganiferous material and special metal. The bar 
iron, with its averege value of £9 per ton, and the wire rods, 
valued even a little higher, are almost exclusively Swedish stock. 
The imports enumerated under steel ingots, &c., are nearly all 
special crucible steels with an average value of over £16 per ton 
in 1897. 

Tin plate, of course, remains the principal item; which, how- 
ever, is being cut into heavily. A small quantity thereof, 
2,951,473 pounds in 1897, is re-exported, being probably in transit 
to Canadian points. The repoit of the Bureau of Statistics 
unfortunately does not contain the statistics for exports under the 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
if 


416 © THE UNITED STATES TRADE IN METALS. . _ [April 1898, 


drawback clauses, which are estimated in the trade to be about 


40,000 to 50,000 tons per annum. The statistics of the movement 
of foreign lead in 1897 are as follows :— 


Statistics of Foreign Lead. 


Pounds. 

In stock in bond December 31,1896 - - - - - - 8,248,132 
Importsin base bullion andinores - - - - - ~- 185,318,412 

72,858,260 

Stock in bond December 31,1897 - - - - + = = 18,388,872 
59,469,908. 


This quantity, say 29,740 net tons, of foreign lead ores, there-. 
fore, had been retained for home consumption and must have paidi 
duty. 


Among the other articles imported during 1896 and 1897 
may be noted the following: 


Imports in 1896 and 1897, 


1896. 1897. 

Dols. Dols. 
Manganeseore - - - 31,523 340,945 
Bronze manufactures - - 468,884 526,741 

All other metals and metal 

compositions - . - 3,692,937 3,543,827 
Plumbago - - - - 437,189 270,952 
Tin - 5,848,933 7,415,933 
Spelter - - - - 25,904 95,883 
Antimony ore - - - 170,092. 167,373 
Antimony Regulus - . - 5,294 46,955 
Brass and manufactures- - 

Co ore and Regulus - - . 816, 
ape bars - - - 961,920 1,454,016 
Manufactures of Copper- —- 85,123 58,897 


The increase in the imports of tin is, of course, due principally 
to the growing demand from American tin plate manufacturers. 
There is more interest in the export statistics of iron and 
steel, which, according to the returns, increased from 48,670,218. 
dols. (10,139,630/.) during the calendar year 1896 to 62,737,687 
dols. (13,070,3511.) during the year 1897. A good deal of this 
tonnage goes to Canadian and Mexican points by rail, but the 
greater part was shipped to transatlantic countries, _With regard 
to the exports of structural iron and steel, a considerable part 
of the material involved is probably for bridges spanning the St. 
Lawrence, 
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Turning now to some other items in the export list of iron and 
steel we have the following :— 


Exports of Iron and Steel Manufactures in 1896 and 1897. 


Values. 
1896. 1897. 
Dols. Dols. 

Car wheels - - - - . - - 103,007 136,852 

elsewhere specified - - 952,382 862,208 

‘atlery, table - - - - ‘ 16,551 
irearms - - - 733,663 661,366 
oy hinges and builders’ hardware - - 3,787,680 4,027,757 
Electrical machine - - *917,468 
Metal working machinery - - - = - ~ *2,040,888 
Printing presses - - 530,658 743,221 
Pumps and pumping machinery - - = - _ *955,334 
Sewing machines - - - - - - 3,051,168 8,198,136 
machinery - - - - - *405,252. 
ceengines - - 15,290 1,169. 
Locomotive engines - - 2,980,278 3,055,842- 
Stationeryengines- - - - - - 265,882 359,698: 
Boilers and partsofengines - - - 614,788 695,267" 
Typewriting machines - - - **685,942 1,566,916. 
All other machinery - 17,625,784 16,236,974 
and fittings - - - - - - *1,252,253~- 
*46,469 

Scales and balances - 877,466 868,832 

Stovesandranges- - - - - - 304,123 360,847 

All other manufactures - - 8,193,836 9,385,379 

$ 48,670,218 62,737,687 

Total | £| 10,139,680 13,070,351 


Some of the figures relating to machinery are large, particularly- 
wheu it is considered that the report on electrical machinery, metal, 
working machinery, pumps and shoe machinery covers only the. 
last six months of 1897. It is quite evident that there is room for- 
developing many additional interesting details hidden in the. 
general totals, “ all other machinery ” 16,236,974 dols., and “ all, 
other manutactures of iron ” 9,385,379 dols. 

These data may be supplemented with some statistics of exports. 
of a series of miscellaneous articles in the following table : — 


* Not separately stated prior to July 1, 1897. 
** Not separately stated prior to July 1, 1896 
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Exports of Miscellaneous Metal Articles. 
Values. 
| 1896. 1897. 
dols. dols. 
Agricultural implements - - - - | 4,643,729 5,302,807 
Brass and manufactures - - - - 1,026,191 1,346,802 
Cars for steam roads - - 834,288 { 544,528 
Cars for other roads - 763,075 
Carriages and vehicles” - - - - 1,912,482 1,850,779 
Cycles and parts of - - - - - 3,796,022 6,902,736 
“Copy e> ore and matte - - - - 2,393,914 1,199,029 
Copyer- - - - - - - 27,822,280 30,597,645 
Copper, manufactures of - - - - 819,017 958,379 
Nickel, nickel oxide and matte - . - | 606,833 997,391 
Plated ware - - - - . - | 385,823 471,528 
Quicksilver - - - - - 618,437 394,549 
Tin, manufactures of - - - - 268,581 284,020 
Zinc ore - - - 47,408 211,350 
Spelter - - - - 1,013,620 1,356,538 


The most marked increase, of course, has taken place in cycles, 
which nearly doubled in value. Copper remains one of the great 
articles of export. 

‘In closing it may be noted that the value of the total imports, 
rose from 681,579,556 dols. (141,995,740/.), in the calendar year 
1896 to742,631,350 dols.(154,714,865/.),in 1897,the duties collected 
going up from 145,424,968 dols. (26,963,535/.), to 171,699,420 dols. 
(35,770,712/.), the value of the articles remaining in warehouse 
declining from 43,480,947 dols. (9,.058,531/.), at the beginning to 
24,161,259 dols. (5,033,595/.,) at the close of the year 1897. The 
exports of foreign merckandise remained nearly stationary at 


~ 19,007,161 dols. (3,959,7427.), in 1896 and 19,880,536 dols. 


(4,148,445/.), in 1897, 

The total value of the exports of domestic merchandise jumped 
from 986,830,080 dols. (205,589,6002.) in 1896 to 1,079,868,018 dols. 
(224,971,462/.), to which exports of manufactures contributed 
‘253,681,541 dols. (52,850,321/.) and 279,616,898 dols. (58,253,5201.) 
respectively,thus showing an improvement of 10 per cent. in a year. 
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XIL—EGYPTIAN PROGRESS DURING THE LAST 15 
YEARS. 


Statistical returns relating to Egypt, recently received at the 
Board of Trade, for the period 1881-1597 tend to show how much 
that country has progressed during the last 15 years, 

The population in that time has increased by 2,920,486, 2.e., 
43 per cent., the figure tor 1897 being 9,734,405 persons. 

Notwithstanding the increase of about 13 per cent. «e., 
614,195 feddans (feddan = 1°126 acres), in the cultivated area 
paying taxes, the land tax is now less by £E85,691 than in 1881 
(£Egyptian = 20s. 64d). The average tax per feddan in 1881 
was 22s., it is now 18s. 8d. The annual tax on land has, since 
1891, been reduced by £507,600, other direct taxes having been 
reduced by £E223,000, and indirect taxes amounting to £E186,000 
per annum have been abolished. The tobacco tax having been 
raised and the smuggling stopped, it now produces over a million, 
whereas in 1881 the revenue derived from tobacco only amounted 
to £E97,168. 

The taxation per head of population in 1881 was 22s. 2d.; in 
1897 it was 17s. 9d., a reduction of 20 per cent. 

The amount of debt per head of population was in 1881 
£st14 8s. 9d., it is to-day £st10 Os. 2d. 

212 miles of new railway have been opened. There has been 
an enormous development of the railway and telegraph traffic, 
second-class passengers having increased from 415,000 to 
‘1,153,000, third-class passengers from 3,100,000 to 9,412,000, and 
merchandise from 1,275,000 to 2,796,000 tons, while the number 
of telegrams has increased from 688,000 to 2,498,000, half the 
number being on account of railway service. 

The expenditure on public instruction has been increased by 
over 37 per cent., the number of schools has risen from 29 to 51,. 
and the number of pupils from 5,366 to 11,304. 

Large sums of money have been expended of late years on 
irrigation, 7.e, on reproductive works; 1,700 kilometres of 
agricultural roads, 2,512 kilometres of drains, 3,054 kilometres of 
canals, and 575 kilometres of basin bank have been constructed in 
the provinces. 

Imports have increased by over £E2,600,000, or nearly 25 per 
cent., while, notwithstanding the enormous fall in the price of 
cotton and sugar, there has been only a slight falling-off in the 
value of the exports. 

The quantity of salt sold has doubled, while the price has been 
reduced by close on 40 per cent. | 

The tonnage of the port of Alexandria has increased from 
1,250,000 to 2,270,000. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
t 


420 OPENINGS FOR TRADE IN THE CANARIES. [April 1898, 


XITL—OPENINGS FOR CAPITAL AND BRITISH 
TRADE IN THE CANARIES. 


H.M. Consul at Las Palmas reports (Foreign Office Annual 
Series, 2036) on the following openings for capital at that plave :— 

1. A light railway round the island. In view of the large trade 
being created in fruit and the difficulties in transit, an opportunity 
appears to be opened for the laying of a light railway in the Great 
Canary. The fruit and produce from the western side has to be 
brought overland through wild and often dangerous passes, or else 
shipped from the beach at the nearest accessible point, both very 
costly ; indeed, the freight from the western side of the island to 
the east is often as much as from the Canaries to Covent Garden. 
With such a railway laid down it would pay to irrigate much more 
land than is now under cultivation on the west shore since the 
heavy cost of transit prevents cultivation being profitably carried 
on at present. 

The steam tramway to Puerto Luz in three years paid off all the 
expenses of installation and construction, and is now returning 
-2 handsome dividend. 

2. The building of reservoirs to catch the winter rains, which 


-are almost all lost and run down the watercourses (deep beds in 


the hills a long way below the arable land on the higher level) 
into the sea. Such reservoirs ought to be very simple engineering, 
-and would open out much land, and, if combined with a light 
wailway, a very good investment would be to buy up the land 
adjacent to the proposed line, and between it and the reservoir 
-at the nominal price of unirrigated land, and sell it again on 
completion of the works, or rent it at the fabulous prices paid for 
well watered land in Canary. 

3. Building operations offer the next best employment for 
capital, as houses are very scarce, and get very long prices when 
sold or rented. In the country, houses are neither to be 
bought nor rented, and one must build to obtain any place for 
the year round. House property pays from 15 to 20 per cent. on 
cost, and enquiries are constantly received from England for such 
accommodation from Englishmen desirous of renting houses in 
Canary. The law makes no difficulty about foreigners owning 
property in the island, so there is little or no risk attached to the 
venture. 

4. Market gardening is also an opening for a limited capitalist 
with a knowledge of what he is going to do, and how to do it, as 
the demand for fresh vegetables, eggs, and poultry for shipping is 
enormous, and increasing every month, besides the large number 
cf visitors in winter whose wants a small hotel garden cannot 
supply. 

2 An excellent opening is offered here for a good college or 
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public school on English lines, as the climate is very suitable for 
the children of English parents, particularly so if they have been 
born in the colonies or India, and find the English winter too 
severe, as well as for growing boys and girls who are showing the 
first symptoms of weakness in the chest, and to whom a residence of 
two or three years in a suitable climate would mean a life of 
usefulness instead of misery in the future. In view of the im- 
portance to the young Englishman of the study of living 
languages an excellent opportunity would be given to affiliate 
such a public school to some of the large schools in England, 
and for a conversational instruction in all modern commercial 
tongues—Spanish, French, Italian, Portuguese, German, and 
Arabic. Such a school would find good support in England, 
as well as be of enormous advantage to the 300 resident British 
subjects, and would permit of children accompanying invalid 
parents to the Canaries as a health resort in the winter, who have 
at present to remain at home for want of school accommodation. 

In a separate Report (Annwal Series 2039), on the trade of the 
Canary Islands in general and Teneritfe in particular, H.M. Consul 
states that, with reference to new openings for British trade, as 
least one British Commission agent has established a ‘‘sample 
room,” where all classes of the inhabitants are brought into 
immediate touch with British manufactures, and from this action 
on his part greater benefit to British trade may be looked for, 
than even from a more intelligent system of commercial travelling. 

Although an increased demand for British food-stuffs was 
. created by the failure of the crops in Teneriffe, still this can 

hardly be considered as a set-off to the fall in demand for soft 
goods, caused by that failure, as the effect of the latter may endure 
for more than the one bad year. 

At the same time from careful inquiries it may be said that 
British trade in the island is still as great as that of all other 
foreign countries combined. 

Great Britain’s rivals in textiles are Germany and Barcelona. 
Germany does little in this line except in cheap cotton suitings. 
The supplies from Barcelona consist chiefly of very cheap knitted 
goods, which it would hardly pay British manufacturers so long 
as they are engaged on goods of a superior quality to make; 
other such imports if ordered in sufficient quantities being 
obtainable as cheaply from Manchester. 

Barcelona also supplies silk handkerchiefs and printed cotton 
handkerchiefs, which have to a certain extent superseded those 
supplied from Glasgow. 

Two causes are hostile to British manufacturers in the 
pottery and cement trades. One is the high rate of freights 
from manufacturing centres to sea ports in England, which per- 
mits both articles to be more cheaply imported from France and 
Belgium, and the other is that German and Franch pottery is 
of a lighter make, this alone giving a great saving in freight. 

But it would appear that a lesson (applicable to all trades) is 
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to be drawn from the matter of the blankets; namely, that a 
good article of manufacture once widely known amongst the 
country people (most conservative in their habits) will hold its 
own so long as its quality is maintained. 

_ No shoddy article would stand a month’s wear as a blanket 
cloak, and it is stated by a Spanish merchant of high standing 
that an attempt t> introduce an article from Spain resembling in 
appearance the British-made blanket was a failure. 

The Consul adds: “I can only recommend traders to ascertain 
through the various commission agents in Santa Cruz what style 
of articles (knives, for instance, one of which is carried by every 
Spaniard) seems to attract the attention of the inhabitants, 
especially of the country people, and then to supply a good article 
of uniform quality at a uniform price.” 
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XIV.—BRITISH TRADE WITH TUNIS. 


The following particulars with rezard to British Trade with 
Tunis are taken from an exhaustive report by Sir H. H. Johnston, 
K.C.B., H.M, Consul-General at that place. (Foreign Ofice 
Miscellaneous Series, 447.) 

In the earlier 70’s, the nation which dominated in its interests 
commerce, and influence in the Regency of Tunis, was the British 
Empire, represented more especialiy ky Great Britain, Gibraltar 
and Malta. The only existing railway was a British company ; 
the gas and water company was British, and likewise the only 
bank ; the lead mines were worked by English capitalists, and the 
first concession for a railway to be made towards Algeria had been 
granted to Englishmen. In 1876 the value of British imports 
into the Regency of Tunis was almost exactly 300,000/. in value, 
only about 6,000/. less than the total imports from France 
and Algeria for the same year. From 1876, however, the British 
hold on Tunis began to decline. The “London Bank of 
Tanis” came to an end. The English company which had 
obtained the concession of a railway acrcss the Tunisian interior 
did not take it up; other enterprises in which the British were 
concerned were abandoned ; British trade began to diminish some- 
what, till by the beginning of the 80’s it only stood at about 
200,000/. per annum. Finally, the British railway from Tunis to 
Goletta was sold to an Italian company, and the gas company 
became French. 

All this time the commerce of France and Italy with the 
_ Regency was increasing; the French acquired the abandoned 
British contract for the railway across Tunis to Algeria. 
They had already acquired the telegraphs. Certain French 
and Italian post offices had been founded, and the British 
post offices abandoned. Frenchmen began to take up mining and 
agriculture, enterprises in Tunisia which had slipped from British 
hands. Meanwhile, the disintegration of the Arab Government 
was going on, until it reached a pitch when—as in other oriental 
countries of the same kind—some European power had to step in. 
Measured by magnitude of interests, this power had to be France 
or England, and fate ordained that it should be France. 

Since the French Protectorate was instituted, British trade has 
slowly increased, until it now stands at a total for 1897 which 
may be computed at 680,000/. In the same period, however, the 
commerce of France and Algeria with Tunis has increased to a 
still greater degree; that of Italy less rapidly, but still to some 


extent. Up till the end of 1897 Great Britain had little reason 


but to be satisfied with the results of French protection as far as 
British enterprise in Tunis was concerned. From the beginning 
of 1898, a new regime obtains, that under which French commerce 
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receives differential treatment, to an extent at present very un- 
important: but there is no security for the present tariff 
continuing to be applied for long to French and Algerian goods. 
We must be prepared to see French goods entering Tunis free of 
duty ; in short, to treat Tunis as an essential part of the French 
Empire. 

Nevertheless, even under these conditions, a considerable 
future for British trade in Tunisia may be foreseen if the 
present tariff is not sensibly altered in regard to British goods. 

The total value’ of British imports into the Protectorate in 
1897 was 574,4751. of which cotton goods represented a value of. 
475,250/. Iuto the port of Tunis alone merchants imported 420,0002. 
worth of cotton goods in 1897 ; at Sfax, about 34,000 worth was, 
imported ; at Susa, 19,000/.; and at Gabes, 2,250/. The above 
figures are quoted with as near an approach to accuracy as possible 
from the following sources:—The custom-house returns, an 
examination of the books of merchants trading with Great Britain 
and the reports from the Vice-Consuls. 

With regard to the principal openings for British trade in 
Tunisia, it may be said that the produce of British cclonies, while 
it remains subjected to the general tariff, can no longer com pete 
with that of the countries privileged to import under the most 
favoured nation treatment. Therefore the markets of Tunisia 
are at present closed to British tea, coffee, sugar, spices, timber, 
and such other articles as are not prepared or manufactured from 
the raw material in the United Kingdom or in Malta. Otherwise 
it might have been said that there were great openings in the 
South of Tunis for British suga:, which is much in favour amongst 
the Arabs: for British tea, everywhere; likewise for British 
coffee, and for timber from Canada. There is also a considerable 
demand for British cocoa, and British biscuits are everywhere in 
favour, though at present a famous firm at Reading holds almost the 
entire monopoly. 

The demand for British cotton goods is already very high, and 
shows a tendency to increase. Those forms of cotton goods 
already sent seem to meet the local taste exactly. 

There might be a distinct chauce for British beer if British 
brewers would only pay some heed to the universal outcry there 
has been during the last 24 years for lager beers of a light kind. 
Heavy expensive British beer will never find a large market in 
Tunis, though it is on sale at some of the coast towns. 

British confectionery is increasing in favour, and there is a 
giowing demand for it. 

At most chemists medicines and prepared drugs of British 
origin are in favour. They seem to come chiefly from Burroughs 
& Wellcome, a firm which has taken a great hold on the French 
market. These medicines and the particulars about the dose are 
described in French. Other British druggists have but a poor 
hold on the market, except in chemicals imported in masses, 
because they send out their medicines labelled with English 
descriptions, unintelligible to the Franco-Tunisians. 
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' There is a fair demand for British drain pipes of good quality, 
but it is said that some sent are not of good quality, and are 
porous. The French hold in great esteem the ware of Messrs. 
Doulton, which is cited by them as a standard of excellence, to 
which other firms are expected to conform. 

Mr. Galea, the Vice-Consul of Susa, reports that there is a 
considerable demand in Kast Tunis for British boots and shoes 
and other leather goods. 

Paints and painting oils from the United Kingdom almost 
command the Tunisian market. 

There is a alsoa large demand for English furniture, likewise 
for English stationery, glass, china, and soap. English tinned 
provisions are preferred to most others, with the exception, of 
course, of certain French specialities like sardines, which are 
equally preferred in England. Several vice-consuls write to the 
following effect :— 

** We find that merchants here experience the greatest difficulty 
in regard to quotations furnished by British firms in which 
exclusively English weights and measures and coinage are 
employed. Tunisian merchants abandon advantageous offers 
through not understanding what they are committed to. British 
manufacturers often quote prices for goods to be delivered at some 
town or out-of-the-way part in England, Scotland, or Ireland, 
whereas it would be a great help if they could quote prices of 
goods delivered at Malta or even the principal Tunisian ports. 
They should accompany their quotations with the equivalent in 
- French weights, measures, and money.” 

“Nothing,” writes Mr. Galea, “can be more difficult for local 
merchants than the quotations of oil in gallons ; yet this is the 
common form in which such quotations are given by merchants 
‘aud manufacturers,” 

Mr. Galea also states that there is a great demand at the port 
of Susa for English paints, varnishes, and painting oils, but that 
Tunisian merchants find the smallest of their orders objected to 
in England. He adds: If English manufacturers insist on only 
executing large orders their trade with Susa will greatly diminish.” 

He further adds that there is a great demand at that port for soda 
crystals or washed soda, and that in regard to paper and stationery 
English exporters would do well to send to Tunis for samples of 
the kind of paper and stationery in local use, and endeavour to 
adapt their exports to the same. 

It is reported that there is in Tunis a great demand for British 
bardware and cutlery, but British manufacturers had better send 
travellers to take orders, and make special inquiries as to the 
class of goods suitable to the Tunisian market. The same 
remarks apply to British machinery, which is greatly valued in 
the Protectorate. 

The British International Register of British Manufacturers, 
22, Booth Street, Manchester, is now much asked for by Tunisian 
merchants, as it gives its information in five European languages 
two of which are widely understood in Tunisia. 


‘ 
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An increasing quantity of goods is imported by parcels post, but 
France gets the preference over Eugland owing to the much lower 
postal rates. 

It is the opinion of most Consular officials in Tunisia that 
British trade would extend considerably if enterprising British 
firms would send out travelling agents to push their business, but 
agents who are able to converse in either French or Italian, Well- 
intentioned young men arrive unable to speak a word of any 
language but English, with the result that their French or Italian- 
speaking would-be customers cannot understand them or make 
themselves and their peculiar requirements understood. ; 

The Consul-General concludes as follows :—*“ In short, it may 
be said about British trade in Tunis, as elsewhere, the excellence 
of our products is unquestioned, but we make very little effort to 
push them, and, as they are nearly always more expensive than 
the goods of other nations (albeit their quality may be superior), 
and as they are launched on foreign markets in a sort of ‘‘ take-it- 
or-leave it * and “ pay-before-delivery”’ style, they are gradually 
losing their hold over people of small means with a fine apprecia- 
tion of politeness. In Tunis, when we had the market of half 
North Africa at our feet, we turned away in listlessness and our 
trade declined. No sooner had the French Protectorate com- 
menced than our energies revived, and we built up a very decent 
trade under the security of the conditions which prevailed. 
The French, however, now require to be paid for their protector- 
ate, and in future our commerce may suffer to some extent by the 
differential treatment accorded to French goods. I still believe, 
however, that British commerce will hold its own in the Regency 
while the present tariff is in force.” 


} 
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‘XV.—FRENCH COMPANIES ON THE WEST COAST 
| OF AFRICA. 


‘The Board of Trade have received from the Liverpool Chamber 
of Commerce translation of extracts from the “ Quinzain® 
Coloniale” on the conventions concluded with the companies of 
Kong and the Upper Ogowe. 

‘The French company of Kong and M. Verdier abandon all 
legal demands and friendly claims that they have been able to 
make against the administration of the Ivory Coast, and also 
renounce the Forest Concession, which was the object of the 
Agreement of the 20th September, 1893. 

On the other hand a sum of 250,000 francs will immediately 
be handed over to the French Company of Kong by the colony of 
the Ivory Coast. 

The same colony engages to pay to the said company fourteen 
annuities of 125,000 francs each. The payment of the first of 
these annuities will take place after the approval of the present 
contract. 

Agricultural, forest, or mineral concessions, which together 
represent at the maximum 300,0U0 hectares, will be granted to 
the French Company of Kong; but the local administration will 
_ have power, on its side, to reserve the Jandés necessary for the 
establishment of stations or military posts, administrative or 
otherwise. 

, Lands will be granted at Little Bassam to the French Company 
of Kong, if they demand it, for the erection of factories, and 
following the renunciation by the company of their forest conces- 
sion at the Ivory Coast, the security of 10,000 francs which they 
had deposited in execution of Article 9 of the “Cahier des 
Charges” of the 20th September, 1893, will be returned. 

4 The present agreement will not be operative until approved by 
ecree. 

By the agreement between the Minister of the Colonies acting 
in the name of the Colony of French Congo on the one part, and 
the Mercantile, Industrial, and Agricultural Company of the 
Upper Ogowe on the other part, the Colony will continue, as in the 
past, to be responsible for the peace of the region. 

The Company is, however, authorised to possess for the protec- 
tion of convoys, 100 guns of precision of French make, and the 
ammunition necessary for these arms, both of which shall be 
imported free of duty into the Colony. 

In case of need the Administration will be able to compel the 
service of agents and workmen employed by the Company as well 
as the arms specified above, the number of which may be increased 
by mutual consent. The Administration may satisfy themselves 
each time they deem it necessary that no weapon has been taken 
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from the stock above mentioned to be sold or exchanged as an 
article of commerce. 

The Company will be beund to provide the transport service for 
supply of the posts of the Administration, under conditions which 
will be determined by agreement to be made between them and 
the Commissary-General of the Government of French Congo. 

The facilities granted in this respect by the Colony to religious 
missions, established in the country shall be continued by the 
Company. 

In compensation for the finding, by the Local Budget, of the 
Police Expenses, the Company engages to execute useful public 
works for improving the navigation of the Ogowe, if possible, or to 
make roads. 

Dating from the day of approval of the programme of useful 
public works, as specified in the Agreement, the Company shall be 
given a term of two years, in order to make choice, within the 
limits of the concession, of a territory of 300,000 to 400,000 
hectares, for which a1 incontestable proprietary title will be given 
them. 

The Company is authorised to levy upon the routes which they 
may create, and during thirty years, dating from the day of the 
opening of the said routes, tolls upon transport of all kinds under 
a tariff, which must be submitted for the approval of the 
Commissary-General of the French Congo Government. 

This privilege will not concern the transport of persons and. 
their luggage, which must remain free from all restriction. 

In no case shall this toll be applicable to merchandise belonging 
to the State, to the Colony, or to their agents. 

250 hectares of land will be granted to the Company in the 

vicinity of San-Zuita and of Lake Ye, if there exist in these 
quarters free sites. 
. On the other hand, the Company renounces, in favour of the 
Catholic Mission, 500 hectares demanded in the environs of 
N’Zole. It engages, further, not to claim any compensation for 
indirect prejudice which may have arisen from the recognised 
rights of a third party in Fernand-Vaz. 

The Company shall benefit for 15 years by a remission of 50 
per cent. of the export duty applicable in the Colony—under 
reserve that the amount of this remission will be effected, as is. 
said above, by the extent of works of public utility executed. 

In case export duties shall be abolished, account shall be taken 
of the injury to the Company by such action, and compensation 
shall be given them. 

- The Company will be allowed at least 15 years to complete the 
works undertaken. 


| 

i 
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XVI.—IMPORT TRADE OF THE TRANSVAAL IN 1897. 


An annual comparative statement recently issued by the Trans- 
vaal Customs Department clearly indicates the decrease in the~ 
value of trade in the Republic during the year 1897. 

The total value of imports, excluding specie, during 
1896 was 13,987,1201, while the value for 1897 was 
13,111,775/.; showing a falling off of 875,3451. ‘The Customs 
revenue during 1896 was 1,355,486/., and during 1897 was 
1,289,1391., showing a loss to the State, through the Customs 
alone, of 66,447/., apart trom the general loss sustained through 
the above decrease of trade. 

The following table shows a remarkable increase in the imports 
of agricultural produce and live stock :— 


Imports. 
1896. 1897. 
Sheep - ° - No. 264,695 358,417 
Eggs - - Doz. 628,980 886,980 
Artificial Butter = 861,070 1,105,970 
Horned Cattle- - - - No. 53,216 65,039 


Among various items in which a decrease in imports has taken 
place may be mentioned the following, the figures in brackets 
- denoting the amount of decrease in 1897 as compared with 1896 
—Machinery (327,8971.), clothing (40,648/.), spirits (58,085/.) 
ironware (82,148/.), furniture (39,1517.). 

The total value of the grain import for the year was 741,4601, 

The following table shows the value of European and oversea 
imports in 1896 and 1897. 


Oversea Imports. 


oe | 1896. | 1897. 
By CapeColony -.- - - 5,858,576 4,183,062 
4 | 1,674,031 2,658,222 


By Delagoa Bay - - - ‘ 


Thus showing an increase in favour of Delagoa Bay of 58 per 
cent. ; in favour of Natal of 50 per cent. ; and a decrease against 
the Cape of about 27 per cent. 

Again, the figures showing the imports, excluding oversea 
goods, from Cape Colony, Natal, the Orange Free State, and 
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Delagoa Bay, show a considerable falling off in the case of the first 


three and a very large increase in the case of the Portuguese 
port, thus :— 


Inland Imports. 


—- 1896. 1897. 
£ £ 
Cape Colony 1,981,309 1,427,447 
Orange Free Stat - - - - 944,325 871,738 
DelagoaBay - - - - 451,512 811,332 


According to a return just issued, the total Customs revenue 
of the Transvaal for January, 1698, was 84,077/., as compared 
with 117,017/. for January, 1897, showing a decrease of 32,940/., 
or at the rate of nearly 30 per cent. The January returns are: 
the lowest of any month since January, 1896. 


XVIL—TRADE OF BELGIUM IN 1897. 


_A despatch dated 26th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels transmitting 
rmoemorandum on the trade of Belgium for 1897. According to 
Sir F. Plunket the returns which have just been issued of the special 
trade of Belgium for 1897 must not be considered in any way as 
a complete statement of the whole of the general trade. They 
contain only a list of the principal articles (marchandises 

rincipales) of import and export, about 140 articles of lesser 
importance of the total number of those contained in the Belgian 
tariff being omitted. These returns are published at the end of 
each month, and serve to give aclear indication of the movement 
of trade in so far as the special trade is concerned. 

An important addition has however been made this year to 
these returns in the form of an interesting series of tables giving. 
the value during the past two years of the Belgian special trade 
with England, Germany, France and Holland, thus showing the 
state of the trade with these countries, without having to wait, as _ 
hitherto, for their eppearance in the General Statistics of Belgian 
Trade, which will not-be ready for publication till the month of 
June next. 

Under the heading of the Commerce Special are inzluded all 
imported goods entered for home consumption, as apart from the’ 
transit trade, and also trade of home manufacture exported to 
other countries. 
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In accordance with these returns the total value of the imports, 
in so far as the principal articles of the special trade are con- 
cerned, amounted in 1897 to 1,655,836,000 francs (66,233,2401.) 
as compared with 1,644,889,000 frances (65,795,560/.) for the 
preceding year, and the exports to 1,506,445,000 francs 
(60,257,800/.) as compared with 1,427,220,090 francs (57,111,000/. 
for the year 1896. 

The imports during the last two years have thus remained about 
the same with an increase of only 1 per cent., while the Belgian 
exports for 1897 have increased to the amount of 6 per cent. as 
compared with those of 1896. 

The following tables show the value of the principal articles 
of import and export of the Belgian special trade during the 
past twc years with England, Germany, France and Holland. 


Special Trade Imports into Belgium. 


Countries from which 1897. 1896. Increase + or 
Imported. Decrease —, 


1,000 Francs. 1,000 Francs, 1,000 Francs, 


France - - - - 268,542 . 281,189 — 12,697 
England - - : 205,986 187,664 + 18322 
Germany - - - 183,668 172,245 + 11,422 
Holland - 149,349 169,616 29,297 
Special Trade Exports from Belgium. 
Countries to which 
Exported. 1897. 1896. Increase, 
1,000 Francs. 1,000 Francs. 1,000 Francs. 
German - - - 804,680 279,939 24,741 
England - - - - 300,048 289,555 10,493 
France - - ~ - 285,684 283,388 2,296 
Holland - - - - 180,119 163,952 16,167 


It will be seen from the above tables that there has been a very 
considerable increase in the value of the goods imported from 
England during the past year, amounting in round figures to an 
increase of 18,000,000 francs (720,000/.) or about 10 per cent., as 
compared with those of the preceding year. Oa looking through 
the list of British exports to Belgium it will be found that there 
has been rather a steady increase on a large number of the goods 
exported rather than on any one particular class of merchandise. 
The following may be noted among the principal exports as 
showing a marked increase during the past year viz :— 

Live animals, beer, rice, rags, drugs, certain classes of yarns, 
vegetable oils, machines, implements and tools, raw textile 
— iron chemical products, resins and bitumens, and tissues 
of cotton, 


432 . BELGIAN TRADE IN 1897. [April 1898. 


‘The imports from Germany have increased this last year in 
-round figures to the amount of 11,000,000 francs (440,000/.) as 
compared with those for 1896, while the imports from France 
have decreased to the amount of 12,000,000 francs (480,000/.) and 
those from Holland to the amount of 20,000,000 francs (800,0002.). 

This large decrease in the exports from France during last 
year has given rise to considerable enquiry on the part of the 
various French Chambers of Commerce in Belgium, and is attributed 
by them to the fiscal system at present in force in France, and a 
further proof of the trade axiom that a country in order to be able 
to sell its products abroad must at the same time be a purchaser 
of foreign goods. 

The decrease in the imports from Holland is principally to be 
ascribed to the stringent measures which have lately been adopted 
in Belgium for the prohibition of the importation of live cattle 
owing to the outbreak of disease in the former country. 

As regards the exports from Belgium the increase of goods sent 
to Germany has been very iarge, amounting to 24,000,000 francs 
(960,0007.) in excess of those in 1896. The increase in the 
exports to England, for the same period amounts to 10,000,000 
francs (400,000/.), and it is interesting to note the development of . 
the trade in vegetables, eggs, and fruit which is now taking place, 
the amount of vegetables despatched to England during the past 
year being--valued at nearly 3,000,000 francs (i20,000/.), eggs at 
1,688,000 frances (67,520/.) and fruit at 10,906,009 francs 
(436,240/. ). 
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XVIII.—NEW CHILEAN CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The following statement of the duties leviable under the New 
Customs Tariff of Chile, is published with reference to the notice 
which appeared on p. 326 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for last 


month. 


It has to be noted, however, that a new tariff of values 


in conjunction with which these percentage duties will have to be 
read, is in course of preparation by the Cuilean Government. 


Article 1,—All products or merchan- 
dise from foreign countries shall pay 
on being taken out of the Custom 
House for home consumption an 
import duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem, 
with the exception of those which 
shall pay 60, 35, 15 and 5 per cent. ; 
of those which shall pay specific 
duties; and of those which shall be 
admitted free as hereinafter mentioned. 

Article 2.—The following articles 
shall pay the exceptional duty of 


60 per cent. 
Starch. 
Canary-seed. 
Articles of whatsoever material, 
printed, lithographed or engraved, 


with or without pictures, with the 
exception of books, periodicals, and 
newspapers. 
Articles made of furs. 
Do. do. of cardboard or paper, 
Do. do. of tin plate with the 
exception of tools. 
Coffins and caskets. 
Red pepper. 
Anise-seed. 
Oats. 
Playing-cards. 
Walking-sticks. 
~ Hair and articles made thereof. 


Boxes and the like for confection- 


ery. 
Boxes set up and in pieces. 

Boots and shoes in general with the 
exception of those of 15 centimetres, 
or less in length, and those of india- 
rubber. 

Baskets, empty. 

Carriages, carts, wheelbarrows and 
hand carts, set up or in pieces, with the 
exception of axle boxes, axles, and 
carriage springs. 

Kitchen ranges. 

Mattresses. 

Tinned foods, excepting salmon and 
Sardines. 

Cummin-seed. 

Wreaths, floral crosses and other 


faneral ornaments. 
Cravats, all kinds. 
_ Corsets. 
Hair stuffing, vegetableor animal, __ 
Sweets and all kinds of confectionery 
€xcepting medicinal. 


Musical strings. 

Brooms, hand brushes and brushes, 
with the exception of tooth and nail 
brushes. 

Labels and printed wrappers for 
bottles and other uses. ° 

Vermecilli. 

Fruits, dried, preserved, in syrup, ard 
in spirits. 

Biscuits. 

Hams, 

Syrups. 

Account books, with or without 
printed lines. 

Lumber, dressed, that is to say, 
planed, matched, turned, &c. 

Handles for brooms and tools. 

Picture frames. 

Masks, excepting fencing and bee- 
hive keepers’. 

Maize. 

Malt. 

Mallets, wooden. 

Mouldings of all kinds. 

Furniture, set up or in pieces, vare 
nished, or plain. 

Raisins. 

Caramels, excepting medicinal, 

Perfumery. 

Doors or windows of wood, set up or 
in pieces. 

Cheese, 

Tron or steel balconies, windows, rail- 
ings for gardens and other uses. 

» Ready-made clothing, excepting that 
without stitching and that subject to 
other duties. ° 

- Soda ash, hydrate and unhydrate car- 
bonate. 

Sausages and their congeners. 

Sauces of all kinds. 

Tiles, flagstones and bricks for pav 
ments, friezes, and ornaments. 


Bacon. 
Wax candles. 
Vinegar. 
Article 3.—The following shall pay . 
35 per cent. : 
Fans. 
Curtain holders. 


Albums, with or without printing, for 
portraits, music collections, etc. 

Carpets and church mats, 

Almonds. 

Opera glasses, 
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Side or fire arms. 

Mouth or bellows harmoniums. 

Manufactured articles and textiles 
containing silk, or its imitations, with 
the exception of those constituting 
ready-made clothing, those of linen or 
of cambric, of felt for men’s hats, of 
epaulettes, of metal lace and of metal 

d. 


Articles manufactured of knitted 
textiles containing linen, of wool and 
tricote. 

Articles manufactured of leather or 
skin, excepting belting for machinery. 
Manufactured articles, containing 
gold or silver, with the exception of 
jewellery, watches, spectacles, epau- 
lettes, and gold and silver lace and 
thread. 

Articles manufactured of metal, gilt 
or plated. 

Articles manufactured of willow, 
straw, palm, cane, and all kinds of 
twigs, roots and fibres of trees and 

nts, with the exception of hats and 
kets, 

Mosaic tiles. 

Wooden buckets and pails set up 
or in pieces. 

Crowbars. 

_ Lawns, sheetings, britannias, dam- 
asks, hollands, linen, and cambrics 
which contain linen. 

Trunks, portmanteaus and travelling 


bags. 
Blacking and varnish for boots and 
shoes 


Blonde lace, and hand-made lace. 
Iron and steel bridle bits. 
Mouthpieces and pipes. 
Buoys, iron and steel, with chain 
and mooring tackle. 
Musical boxes. 
Toilet powders. 
_Cashboxes, 
Manufactured tortoise-shell. 
Cartridges and capsules for firearms, 
_ Iron, steel and wooden houses. 
Tooth and nail brushes, 
_ Cigar and tobacco cases and pouches, 
Waist belts. 
Rockets and fireworks. 
Coaches for children. 
_ Glue. 
Cornices, poles and their accessories 
for curtains, 
Glassware, fine. 
Pocket knives. 
Curtains, transparencies, and venetian 
blinds, 
Paintings, engravings, painted or 
lithographed, drawings, photographs, 
prints and other ornaments, loose or in 


frames. 
fine cashmere, called 


Grates and mantelpieces, bronze, 
Marble, wood and composition. 


NEW CHILEAN CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


[April 1998 


Chocolate in paste or powder. 

Looking-glasses exceeding 80 centi- 
mentres in length. 

Statuettes and busts. 

Jewellery cases. 

Vases, crystal or glass. 

Carriage lamps. 

Mats. 

Fringe. 

Artificial flowers and plants. 

Flower vases, flower stands, and all 
ornaments for tables, 

Footwarmers. 

Boilers, coppers. 

Match boxes of mother o’pearl. 

Matches. 

Pocket flasks in cases. 

Blankets, woollen or mixed with 
cotton, fine. 

Percussion caps. 

Gun covers. 

Metal lace, imitation. 

Caps. 

Fat, pure or mixed. 

Gloves. 

Musical instruments and their 
accessories and duplicate pieces, with 
the exception of wires, pegs, pieces with 
mechanism for pianos, keys, and felt- 
covered hammers. 

Bird cages, 

Jewellery, imitation. 

" Games, such as chess, dice, draughts, 
lotteries, and others. 


printed, with covers of 
tortoise-shell, mother o’pearl, ivory or 
their imitations, or that _are ornamen- 
ted with pieces of gold or silver, or with 
silvered or gilt metal. 

Liquor cases, 

Garteis. 

Silver plated glass for mirrors exceed- 
ing 80 centimetres in length. 

Timber building, rough or sawn, 
excepting pine. 

Beef fat, pure or mixed. 

Cuffs and muffs, excepting fur. 

Ponchos. 

Tablecloths and napkins containing 
linen. 

Manufactured ivory, with the excep- 
tion of piano keys. 

Polished marble. 

Billiard tables and their accessories. 

Game bags. 

Shot. 

Lateen metal. 

Billiard table cloth. 

Handkerchiefs containing linen. 

Cigarette paper. 

Paper hangings, gilt or silvered, 
bucnt in, and imitation leather. 

Fish, dried. 

Fur skins prepared for ornament or 
weir. 

Pieces of timber prepared for pave- 
met, friezes and ornamentation. 
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Cordage, cord and twine of hemp, 
esparto, manilla, or jute, not exceeding 
30 milimetres in circumference. 

Tron sheets enamelled for advertise- 
ments. 

Iron, galvanised corrugated. 

Feathers for ornament and for articles 
made of them. 

Feather dusters. 

Sporting powder. 

Powder and shot flasks. 

_. Porcelain. 

Portemonnaies of mother o’ pearl. 

Clocks. 

Duplicate and loose pieces for billiard 
tables, with the exception of cushions 
and slates. 

White bedclothing. 

Sardines. 

Table covers. 

Hats, with the exception of the or- 
dinary ones called petate, viruta, junco, 
palma and oilskin. 

Billiard cue tips. 

Wads for guns and rifles. 

Baths. 
Ink, writing. 

Braces, trouser. 

Carpeting, with the exception of 
tapestry. 

Truffles. 

Candles, sperm or composition and 
cerillas. 

Window glass, coloured, with designs 
or painting, corrugated, or ground. 

Glass exceeding 4 milimetres in 
thickness and 80 centimetres in 
length. 

Manufactured zinc. 

Article 4. The following articles shall pay 
f 15 per cent. :— 

Straw ornaments for hats and other 
uses. 

Turpentine. 

Cruets. 

Saffron. 

Sticks for parasols and umbrellas. 

Boat-hooks and rowlocks. 

Axle boxes, axles, and trompas for 
carriages. 

Bottles, glass and earthenware, for 
liquors. 

Boats, whaleboats and wooden 
lighters, put together or in pieces, 
steam or electric. 

Pitch, mineral. 

Fasels for painters. 

Chains, iron or steel, circumference 
of link nut exceeding 40 milimetres. 

Boilers for steam engines. 

Hat covers. 

Cement, Roman or Portland. 

Chloride of potassium. 

Coral, worked up orinthe rough. . 

Knees, iron or steel, for embarkations 

Dynamite and other explosives. 

Coopers’ staves, 

_ Canvas for embroidery. 


NEW CHILEAN CUSTOMS TARIFF. 435 


Stearine. 

Horn lanterns. 

Lace,, gold or silver, although con- 
taining silk or its imitations. 

Grease or tallow, vegetable. 

Thread, twist, bugles, wire, of gold 
or silver, although containing silk or its 
imitations. 

Leaf gold or silver, or imitations, for 
gilding and silvering. 

Leaves for artificial flowers. 

Spectacles and glasses, mounted in 
gold or silver, or imitations, 

Hay forks, wooden. 

Sacking, hemp and jute and cotton, 
up to 16 threads woof and weft. 

Firebricks. 

Canvas, hemp or cotton, from No, 1 

7 


Marble, sawn or in blocks. 

Winches for raising anchors. 

Piers, iron or steel. 

Nitrate of potash. 

Gold for dentists. 

Paper for artificial flowers. 

Pummice stone. 

Mining powder. 

Bridges, iron or steel. 

Bands for hats. 

Watches, 

Oars. 

Springs for carriages and carts. 

Sacks, empty. 

Sulphate of copper untefined. 

Ties, iron and steel. 

Utensils for domestic use, wrought 
or cast iron, with the exception of 
enamelled and for kitchen use. 

Vanilla. 

Sticks and frames for parasols and 
umbrellas. 

Beams, rafters, pillars and other 
analogous pieces and unions of iron or 
steel for building, manufactured. 

Article 5. The following shall pay 
5 per cent :— 

Steel or iron prepared for corsets or. 
dresses with or without covering of 
other materials. 

Alum, 

Asbestos, whole or in powder. 

Scales, chemists’ and assayers.’ 

Benzine, ordinary. 

Bichromate of potash. 

Bisulphate of soda. 

Boats, whaleboats, and launches of 
iron or steel put together or in pieces, 
steam or oar, sail or electric. 

Kidskins for gloves. 

Cacao, branch or grain. 

Switches complete, of iron and steel 
and loose pieces for the same. 

Cinnamon. 

Piping or tubes, composition, lead, 
copper, brass, iron or steel, galvanised 
or not, comprising the curves, unions, 
T’s and all other accessories. 

Capsules of metal for bottles. 
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Cars for portable and aerial railways. 
Bolting cloth, and imitations, 

Pegs for musical instruments, 
Chlorate of potash. 

Chloride of lime. 

Cars, railway passenger. 

Belting for machinery. 

Rennet, liquid or in powder. 

Ivory and its imitations for piano 


8. 

Epaulettes, gold or silver, although 
containing silk, or its imitations. 

Sumach and other special materials 
for tanning. 

Web, elastic for boots or shoes, 

Veneering, wood. 

Key boards for pianos. 

Emery and tripoli. 

Sperm. 

Tin foil for bottles. 

Fibres, raw, Siam, esparto, piasava, 
Tice roots, &c., for brushes and brooms. 

Filters. 

Bellows for blacksmiths and tin- 
smiths. 

Do. for applying sulphur. 

Indiarubber, natural or in sheets. 

Iron or steel in corrugated sheets, not 
painted or galvanised. 

Jewellery, gold and silver and in 
general. 

Garden tools in sets. 

Pencils for carpenters. 

Yeasts and ferments. 

Chalk lines. 

Oilcans. 

Hops. 

Piano hammers with or without felt. 

Measures and meters for artisans and 
industrial uses. 

Wick. 

Paper, marbled, &c., for bookbinders. 

Paraffin in paste. 

Pedals and castors for pianos. 

Pearls. 

Bolts, copper, brass, or composition 
and bars for cutting into bolts. 

Precious stones. 

Chamois or wash leather. 

Pieces of mechanism for pianos. 

Caustic potash. 

Ammoniacal salts. 

Caustic soda. 

Silicate of soda, liquid or solid. 

Sulphuret of sodium. 

Talc for soapboilers, 

Wire, wove and fencing. 

Unions for belts. 

Sumack. 


Article 6. The following shall pay 
Specific Duties :— 


Oils, pure and impure, with the ex- 
ception of pure medicinal oils, and of 
perfumery, and of gasoline, naphtha, 
paraffin, petroleum and kerosene, 14 
sents per kilogramme. 
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Linseed oil, raw or boiled, 20 cents 
per kilogramme. 

Alcohols, spirits of wine, liquors and 

ardientes, sweetened or not, in 
bottles, 15 dols. per dozen, 

Alcohols, spirits of wine, liquors and 
aguardientes, sweetened or not, put up 
in any other way than in bottles, 1 dob. 
50 cents per litre. 

Bitters, alcoholic, in bottles, 12 dols. 
per dozen. 

Do. do., put up in any other way, 
1 dol. 20 cents per litre. 

Sugar, refined, whole or ground, 
moist or dry, 14 dols. 35 cents per 100 
kilogrammes. 

Sugar, white, granulated, or ground, 
moist or dry, like the Rosa Emilia, 11 
dols. 40 cents per metric quintal. 

Sugar, granulated of first product or 
moscovado, moist or dry, 6 dols. 50 
cents per metric quintal. 

Sugar, impure (chancaca or concreto) 
moist or dry, 5 dols. 60 cents per metric 
quintal. 

Coffee, 10 cents per kilogramme. 

Millboards, ordinary, 15 cents per 
kilogramme. 

Barley, 1 dol. 50 cents per metric 
quintal. 

Beer in bottles, 3 dols. per dozen, 

Do. put up in any other way, 30 cents 
per litre. 

Cigars, 6 dols. per kilogramme. 

Cigarettes, including weight of pack- 
ages, with the exception of the wooden 
and metal boxes, 9 qdols. per kilo- 
gramme. 

Flour, 2 dols, per metric quintal. 

Paper, blotting, brown, and ordinary 
wrapping, 15 cents. per kilogramme. 

Snuff, 5 dols. per kilogramme. 

Salt, common, rock or ground, 2 dols. 
50 cents per metric quintal. 

Do. refined or half refined, 10 cents 
per kilogramme. 

Tobacco, in leaf, 2 dols. 60 cents per 
kilogramme. 

Do. cut up, 4 dols. per kilogramme. 

Tea, 1 dol. per kilogramme. 

Wine, white and red in bottles, in- 
elnding medicinal, 12 dols. per dozen. 

Do. do., put up in any other way, 
1 dol. 20 cents per litre. 

Yerba mate, 5 cents per kilogramme. 


Article 7. The following shall be 
Admitted Duty Free :-— 

Water. 

Wire, with or without covering of 
other materials. 

Tar, vegetable, impure creosote and 
carbolincura. 

Altars, host boxes, ornaments, sacred 
vessels and other objects intended for 
divine service, when they are shipped 
at the ports of departure for account of 
the communities, monasteries, and 
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churches for whose service they are in- 
tended. 

Anchors, iron or steel. 

Animals, alive, with the exception of 
those subject to a specific duty. 

Apparatus and effects for divers. 

Ploughs and cultivators and duplicate 

jieces. 

Staples, steel, for wire fencing, 

‘ire engines and their accessories and 
all other things intended for extinguish- 
ing fire and for the exclusive use of 
firemen. 

Speaking trumpets for vessels, 

Pitch. 

Treenails for vessels. 

Rope, wire. 

Chains, iron or steel, lin exce>ding 
40 milimetres. 

Camotes. 

Coal, in any form. 

Charts, geographical, cel.stial, or 
topographical, plans, models, de:igas 
and patterns. 

Rye. 

Anchor stocks. 

Cyanide of potassium and of sodium. 

Nails, copper and composition, for 
sheathing and shipbuilding. 

Copper and brass in sheets. 

Compasses for vessels. 

Corks, mounted, for bottles. 

Cork in sheets or lumps. 

Log reels. 

Staves, coopers’, undressed. 

Rivets. 

Effects for diplomatic agents and 
their secretaries accredited to the 
Chilian Government, when these effects 
come from the port of shipment for the 
‘use and consumption of the said 
functionaries, up to the value in the 
first year of 20,000 dols. Chilian cur- 
rency, and up to 4,000 dols. in the same 
currency in each subsequent year ; pro- 
vided always that the nations repre- 
sented in Chili observe reciprocity, and 
that the ministers and agents do not 
follow, besides their appointment, the 
profession of merchants. 

Effects for the use and consumption 
of Chilian diplomatic agents and their 
secretaries, up to a value not exceeding 
one year’s salary of these functionaries, 
provided always that the effects are im- 
ported within the four months preceding 
or the four months following their 
return to the Republic. 

Effects appertaining exclusively to the 
armament belonging to the State, such 
as cannons and their accessories, tor- 
pedos, rifles, swords, axes, revolvers, 
projectiles, and accessories, and dupli- 
cate pieces for the aforesaid objects and 
for vessels of the navy, such effects not 
being understood to be those which i1 
State imports to transfer to other per- 
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sons, nor any other class of objects 
which are simply additional to the 
armament, such as tents, knapsacks, 
saddles, harness, articles of military 
sanitation, clothing, &c. : 

Axles, tyres and wheels of steel or 
iron, with the exception of carriage axles, 

Personal effects brought by their 
owners, under this denomination being 
comprised only the clothing, foot gear, 
books, jewellery, and toilet articles, all 
for the use of the owner, in a quantity 
proportioned to his position and cir- 
eumstances; but not furniture nor 
household effects, although used, nor 
whole pieces of textile goods. 

Escotines de cadenas. 

Hawse pipes. 

Handspikes, 

Tin, bar and sheet. 

Oakum. 

Ferrocyanide of potassium or yellow 
prussiate, 

Do. do., or red prussiate. 

Cotton wick for matches. 

Hoops, iron, steel, wood. 

Phosphorus, common red or amor- 
phous. 

Fragments and belongings of wrecked 
vessels. 

Fruits, fresh. 

Percussion caps for mining. 

Globes, terrestial and celestial, 

Gums and resins for industrial uses, 

Shackles, anchor and chain, 

Guano. 

Thimbles or cringles, of any material, 

Fuse, mining. 

Tools and their duplicate pieces for 
agriculture, mining, arts, trades and 
industries, with the exception of those 
subject to duty. 

Tron and steel in sheets, plain, not 
painted nor galvanised. 

Tron or steel, pig and bar. 

Yarns for weaving cotton, jute, hemp, 
pita, flax or wool, and that containing 
two or more of these materials. 

Tin plates, 

Furnaces and appurtenances for 
assays and cupellation. 

Printing plant and materials. not 
including those of wood. 

Ingredients and special dyes for 
woollen factories and paper mills. 

Instruments,surg ical,physical,mathe- 
matical and other. 

Do.Telephonic, telegraphic, insulators, 
iron or steel posts and all other special 
accessories for telegraphs and_tele- 
phones, with the exception of the 
wooden cross pieces for the posts. 

Rope, old. 

Cane, roughand prepared, for chair 
seats. 

Pencils, slate. 

Ballast, patent, with pumps and ac- 
cessories for vessels. 
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Firewood 

Books, printed (excepting those sub- 
ject to 35 per cent.), trade catalogues, 
reviews and all other periodical or daily 
publications, i 

Timber, fine, in the rough, for cabinet 
makers. ‘ 
*‘Machinery, apparatus and _ special 
accessories for gas and electric lighting, 
with the exception of all kinds of lamps, 
not including are and incandescent for 
the electric light. 

Machinery and apparatus for agri-+ 
culture, mining, arts, trades and in- 
dustries. 

Manila hemp. and jute, raw. 

Manila for cordage. 

Raw material for the manufacture of 
cordage and sacking, manila, hemp and 


ute. 
: Material of iron or steel for the per- 
manent way of railways, tramways, 
electric railways, portable and aerial 
lines, excepting the materials subject 
to 15 per cent. 

Ores, raw. 

- Matrixes for making quads and metal 
furniture. 

Specie, with the exception of Chilian 
fractional currency of less than 835/1000 
fine. 

Furniture, tools, &c., of immigrants 
up to 500 dols. in value. 

Copy books, writing, drawing, and all 
sciences and arts. 

Samples of goods, the duty on which 
without this exception would not ex- 
ceed 2 dols. 

Gold dust or bullion, 

Dyewoods, in natural shape, in sticks 
or saw dust, or pulp. 

Spars for yards and masts of vessels. 

Sand and emery paper and cloth. 

Paper, unsized or half sized for print- 
ing, androlls of paper for telegraphic 
impressions. 

Paper sheathing for vessels. 

Pulp, mechanical and chemical for 
the manufacture of paper. . 

Hair, animal. 

Cottonseed. 

Palmseed. 

Petroleum, raw and in natural state. 

Pieces for machinery. 

Slates, school, with or without frames. 

Sheathing, copper, brass, zinc, or 
composition. 

Plants and their seeds, exotic. 

Silver bullion and old silver. 

- Plumbago. 

Lead, in leaves, bar and sheet. 

Fishery products taken by Chilian 
vessels. 

Plough points. 

Copra. 

Harrows and rakes. 

Ships’ provisions. 

Provisions from wrecked vessels, not 
exceeding 500 dols, in value. 


Nitrate of soda. 

Le:ches. 

Sulphate of iron, commercial. 

Waterproof, indiarubber, cloths. 

nk, printing and lithograph, 

Rags for the stnalietene of paper. 

Wheat. 

Sails, old. 

Zinc, bar and sheet. 

Article 8. Cows of upwards of one 
year shall pay in 1898 a specific duty 
of 3 dols per head ; in 1899, 6 dols. per 
head ; in 1900,9 dols. per head; and in 
Me and following years, 12 dols. per 


Bulls and oxen of upwards of one 
year shall pay in 1898, 4 dols. per head ; 
in 1899. 8 dols. ; in 1900, 12 dols.; and 
in 1901 and following years, 16 dols. 
per head. 

Calves, under one year, duty free. 

Sheep shall pay in 1898, 50 cents. per 
head ; in 1899, 1 dol.; in 1900, 1 dol. ; 
and in 1901 and following years, 2 dols. 
per head. 

Animals subject to this impost shall 
be free of the tolls established by the 
Act of October 16, 1868. 

Chilian cattle exported and reim- 
ported by the passes of the cordillera 
ia the form and under the conditions to 
bedetermined by the President of the 
Republic in regulations to be framed 
for this purpose shall be exempted from 
the aforementioned duties. 

Foreign cattle imported by sea shall 
pay an impost of 10 dols. per head. 

Article 9. All products or manufac- 
tures exported to foreign countries shall 
be free of duty. 

Article 10. The following excep- 
tions apply to the preceding article : — 

1. Nitrate shall pay 3 dols. 38 cents 
per metric quintal in the form provided 
in Article 11 of this law; 

2. Iodine shall pay 1 dol. 27 cents per 
kilogramme in the same form as nitrate. 

Article 11. A portion of the export 
duties, to be determined by the Presi- 
dent of the Republic in quantity suffi- 
cient to cover the ordinary expenditure 
of the State abroad,shall be paid in bills 
on London at 90 days’ sight, and at the 
rate of 1s. 6d. per dollar. 

The remainder shall be paid in 
currency with the necessary surcharge 
for exchange, upon the commercial value 
of currency, to obtain 1s. 6d. 

Article 12. If the articles on which 
this law imposes a duty of 60 per cent. 
and of 35 per cent. on account of the 
material of which they are manufac- 
tured, such as articles of tin plate, paper, 
cardboard, leather, skin, &c., should be 
mixed with other material subject to 
an inferior duty, the duty of 60 per cent. 
and of 35 per cent. shall. be paid, except 
when the inferior material shall exceed 
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75 per cent. of the value of the article, 
which inthis case shall be subject to 
the general duty of 25 per cent. 

Article 13. Whenever this law pre- 
scribes an exceptional duty or admits 
duty free articles on account of the use 
for which they are intended, such as 
felt for men’s hats, telegraph materials, 
&e., it is to be understood that they 
shall not have that freedom from duty 
nor be subject to that duty except in 
those cases is which from their special 
form or their nature they shall be ex- 
clusively applicable to the use indicated ; 
in the contrary case they shall pay the 
general duty of 25 per cent. 

Article 14. For the effects of the re- 
covery of the specific duty on wines and 
liquors in bottles, it shall be understood 
that the duty refers to common-sized 
bottles which contain from 90 centi- 
litres to one litre, for bitters, gin, sweet 
liquors, and absinthe, and of 60 to 65 
centilitres for wines and other liquors. 
When these liquids are put up in bottles 
exceeding the maximum and not ex- 
ceeding the minimum stipulated; the 
valuer shall make a note of this circum- 
stance on the policy, and the duty shall 
be levied proportionately augmented or 
diminished for the excess of the defi- 
otency. 

Article 15. The reform of the customs 
tariff, effected in conformity with the 

_customs ordinance, shall be revised by 
a commission composed of the Superin- 
tendent of Customs, who shall preside, 
of the Manager of Valparaiso Custom- 
House, of the Chief Valuer, of the 
number of valuers that may be named 
by the President of the Republic, of 
three merchants and three manufac- 
turers named by the same functionary, 
and of one person to be named by each 
of the societies: Sociedad de Fomento 
Fabril, Nacional de Agricultura, 


Nacional de Mineria, and Nacional de 
Viticultores. 
‘This commission shall be governed by 
-egulations fram2d by the President of 
he Republic, 
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The President of the Republic is em- 
powered to put in Force the Customs 
Tariff of December 14, 1895, whilst 
the reform is being effected in con- 
formity with the prescriptions of this 
article. 

Article 16. The deposit of merchane 
dise in custom-house warehouses sha.l 
be for one year and no more, articles 54, 
55 and 56 of the Customs Ordinance 
being modified to conform to this pres 
scription. 

Article 17. The deposit of merchandise 
in private bond shall be permitted for 
six months and no more. 

Aoticle 18. The storage dues in cus- 
tom-house warehouses shall be 1 per 
cent. of the value of the goods, after 
deducting for the damage that may be 
observed in them when they are taken 
out of bond. 

Article 19, Articles 32, 33, 34, 39, 40, 
41, 42, 43, 44, 45 and 65 of the Customs 
Ordinance of December 26, 1872, are 
hereby repealed, and so also are the fole 
lowing laws: That of September 12, 
1874 ; that of November 18, 1874; that 
of July 6, 1878; that of September 13, 
1878 ;that of September 2, 1880; that 
of October 1, 1880; that of January 22, 
1885 ; that of August 29, 1885; that of 
August 27, 1886; that of December 31, 
1888; that of August 30, 1889; that of 
January 19, 1890; that of October 30, 
1890 ; that of January 10, 1894; that of 
August 28, 1894; articles 1 and 2 of 
law 920, of February 23, 1897; and all 
others or parts of others which treat of 
general provisions relating to the pay- 
ment of import and export duties. 

Article 20. ‘The President of the 
Republic is empowered to put this law 
in force within the term of thirty days, 
counted from the day of its publica- 
tion in the Diario Oficial; and 
he is also empowered within the 
same term to put in force a new tariff 
of values, and also to expend up 


to 20,000 dols. in the formation of 
new tariffs, samples, and other 
expenses 


440 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [April 1898, 


XIX—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS 


UNITED KINGDOM—BULGARIA. 
Adhesion of certain Colonies to the Convention of 1897. 


The following colonies have acceded to the commercial agree- 
“ment between the United Kingdom and Bulgaria of July $2 1897, 
viz :-— 
Natal. 
Newfoundland. 
New South Wales. 
New Zealand. 
Queensland. 
South Australia. 
Tasmania, 
Victoria. 
Western Australia. . 
The following British Colonies and Possessions have not acceded 
to the Convention, viz. :— 
Canada. 
Cape of Good Hope. 
India. 


Russia, 


Tariff Decisions 
Norez.—vVershok=1°75 inches ; Arshine=28 inches ; Poud=36lbs. 
avoirdupois ; gold rouble = L100 copecks = 3s. 2d. 

A despatch dated 5th March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
reporting that the Department of Customs by Circular dated 
#; February. 1898, No. 84, notifies that price lists with printed 
designs bearing inscriptions under or about them, but without 
any text having independent meaning, are to be cleared under 
Section 177, point 6. Duty, Rs. 8°75, gold, per poud. . 

The same Department also notifies under Circular of the 
* February, 1898, No. 79, that woollen rags of every kind, 
independently of the dimensions of separate pieces, specified in 
Section 176, point 1, letter b, are to be cleared under that section 
and its subdivision. Duty, Rs. 2, gold, per poud. It is only the 
cuttings of woollen tissues and selvages among parcels of rags, 
exceeding in dimensions one arshine in length, and more than 
one vershok in breadth, 7.¢., new parts of woollea tissues that 
have not been in use, that are to be subjected to duty under 
Section 202. Duty, 13 copecks, gold, per poud. 

Under circular of the #4 Fe 1898, No. 3904, natural and 
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artificial wool, as also wool combings which have been subject 


April 1898.) ‘TARIFF CHANGKS AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. . 441 


only to carding, and not to the process of dressing by comb, which 
consists in the final preparation of the wool into ribbons or bands, 
shall be cleared under Section 181, duty from Rs. 2 to Rs. 2 gold 
per pound. 

According to a later despatch, dessert knives and forks, 
consisting of an alloy of copper, silver-plated, with ivory handles 
with ornamentations of alloyed metal, silvered, are to be cleared 
under Point 2 of Section 158, Duty, Rs.32, gold, per poud. 

A further despatch, dated 29th March last, states that, in view 
of any misapprehension which may arise in the classification 
under the Russian Customs Tariff of woollen and half-woollen 
tissues for use in manufactories and works, the Russian Customs 
Department notifies, under Circular dated the ,{ March, 1898,. 
No. 4,786, that only such woollen and half-woollen tissues and 
cloth of special make which form a necessary integral part of 
machines used in process of manufacture, shall be cleared under 
Section 202 of the Customs Tariff. Duty 13 copecks, gold, per 

ud. 

Pe Woollen and half-woollen tissues and cloth intended as 
material to be worked‘up into independent manufactured articles 
of various kinds shall be dutiable under Section 199 of the 
Tariff. Duty R. 1°05 gold, per poud. 


NETHERLANDS, 
Establishment oj Sugar Factories. 


A despatch dated 14th March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Minister at the Hague transmitting copy 
and translation of a Royal Decree of the 28th February last, con- 
taining provisions respecting establishments in which sugar is 
separated from melado, molasses, treacle, or other substances 
containing sugar, the details of which may be seen at the Com- 
mercial Department, Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, any 
day between the hours of 11 and 5. 


Free Entry of Molasses &c., Imported for Distillation. 


A despatch, dated 19th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Minister at the Hague, transmitting 
translation of a Royal Decree, granting exemption from excise duty 
of molasses and other saccharine juices imported for distillation 
into the Netherlands. 


NETHERLANDS—EAstT INDIEs. 


Opening of Ports in Sumatra, 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a communication from the Consul-General for the Nether- 
lands at the Straits Settlements, reportiug that it is enacted by 


442 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [April 1398 


the Netherlands India Ordinance No. 270 of the 20th November, 
that the ports of Segli, on the north coast, and of Tenom, Panga, 
and Malaboch, on the west coast of Acheen, shall be open to » 
general trade from the 1st January, 1898. 

In connection with the opening of the port of Segli, the 
Governor of Acheen has decreed that the coast between the Kuala 
Beratjan and the Kuala Lengah shall be open for the coasting 
trade, but that the coast between Kuala Lengah and Pedropoint 
remains clos: d. 

In order to prevent the importation of contraband of war and 
opium into Tenom and Panga, the Governor has enacted that all 
vessels which are not allowed to participate in the coasting trade, 
and wish to visit those two ports shall have to call first at Pulu 
Raya, and take on board the Contidleur of that place, with as 
many police as he may deem necessary for an efficient control. 
The Contidleur and his police will have to be landed again at 
Pula Raya on completion of the vovage to Tenomand Panga. 


GERMANY. 
Transit Depots for Grain. 


A despatch dated 12th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, forwarding copy 
of new regulations relating to the importation and exportation of 
grain in connection with “ transit” warehouses which came into 
foree on March Ist last. They have been issued by the 
Bundesra‘h to carry out the provisions of Paragraph 7 of the 
Custoims Law of 15th July 1879, of which the following is a 
translation. 

Extract from Customs Tariff Law (“ Zodltarifgesetz”) of 15th 
July, 1879, Paragraph 7, No. 1. 

For wares included in No. 9 of the Tariff (wheat &c. 
which are entered at the Custom House, and which are only 
intended for sale outside the Customs Union “‘transit’* depdts, 
(Transitlager) can be established without cilicial “ sealing up” 
(Mitverschluss of the goods, in which the handling and repacking 
of the warehoused articles can be freely carried on without notice, 
and in which the foreign can be mixed with the home grains. 
On exportation of the mixed grains the percentage of foreign grain 
in the mixture eventually going into through traflic is to be treated 
as a duty free quantity. For goods of this kind which are 
destined for sale, either in places outside the Customs Union or 
within it, such transit warehouses may be established. 

Paragraph 7, No. 3.—For manufactures of flour mills (No. 2,592 
of the Tariff) assistance is granted to them to this extent, that the 
duty payable on imported grain will be rebated according to the 
proportion it forms of the manufactured home product when the 
said joint product of foreign and home grains is exported. For 
the certified exported flour a quantity of forzign grain, correspond- 
jug to the quantity produced at home, can be admitted duty free 
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How this quantity is to be determined is to be laid down 
by the Bundesrath. 


Tariff Decisvons. 


A despatch dated 9th March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, stating that it was decided by the Bundesrath on the 10th 
February last to add “ Manilla hemp yarn” to the list of free 
mports of materials required in the building of ships, 


FRANCE, 
Shipping Charges at Cherbourg. 


The following particulars as to shipping charges at Cherbourg 
are taken from a recent report of H.M. Consul at that port. 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2035). 

The Government charges on shipping are :—(1) Sanitary dues, 
1d. per net register ton. (2) Tonnage dues (or quay dues) and 
passport, 5d. per net register ton. 

The local dues, which are temporary and go to the Chamber 
of Commerce for the repayment of loans for harbour works, are 
3d. per net register ton for vessels of over 100 tons, and 1d. 
for ships of less than 100 tons register. 

- The pilotage fees are paid on the following scale per net 
register ton. For sailing vessels boarded within six miles of the 
breakwater entrance of the roadstead to anchorage in the road- 
~ stead, 20c. If the distance be from 6 to 12 miles, 2}c. per 

ton should be added. From the roadstead to within the dock, 
moored, 10 c, From the breakwater entrance to the roadstead, 

10 c. ; to within the dock, 20 c. Pilotage outwards from the dock 
‘to the roadstead, 10 c. ; from the roadstead to beyond the break- 

water 10 c. Steamers pay half the amount charged for sailing 

vessels. Vessels in ballast pay for pilotage outwards two-thirds 
of the rates for vessels with cargo, the mioimum being 8 fr. 

Vessels running in for shelter within the breakwater, if boarded 

within the 6-mile limit, pay half tariff inwards and pay as if in 

ballast outwards. Beyond six miles 2} c. per ton should be added. 

Vessels having paid for towage by local steamer, pay only two- 

thirds of tariff due by sailing vessels of same tonnage. The use of 

the pilot’s boat, manned by four men, for mooring and unmooring 
ships is included in the above pilotage rates. 

~ he exceptions in favour of regular liners are as follows :— 

With regard to sanitary dues, transatlantic liners, calling at 

Cherbourg, do not pay per register ton, but per passenger, at the 

rate of 1 fr. for each passenger landed, coming from, or embarked, 

going to, any extra-European country, and 50 c. per passenger 
from or to a European port. 

Neither do they pay the usual tonnage dues per register ton 
if the merchandise landed or put on board does not exceed three 
tons, the dues being in that case 10 c. from or to a. European 
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, and 15 c, from or to a non-European port. The ton is 
calculated at the rate of 500 kilos. only. Luggage is free; specie 
pays 1 fr. per packet. Small parcels, weighing less than 6:25 
kilos. can be carried free ad libitum. Regular liners entering 
port pay sanitary dues of 5c. per register ton, local dues 15 c. 
per register ton, and tonnage dues at the rate of 50 c. per 
passenger or per ton of merchandise, calculated at 500 kilos, if 
the cargo does not exceed the tenth of the ship’s net register 
tonnage. 

Turning-bridge dues for ships of 50 tons (official measure- 
ment) and below, 1 fr.; for ships of from 51 to 100 tons, 2 fr.; for 
ships of over 100 tons, 2 fr., plus 10 c. per 10 tons. At night 
the charge is trebled for the first 100 tons; 20 c. additional are 
charged for every 10 tons above 100. 

The above rates must be paid before entry, on receipt of 
vouchers from the bridge officer or his subordinate. 

With the exception of pilotage and quay dues, the same dues 
are psyable if the ship has entered in ballast and clears with 
cargo. 

a on a steamer of 163 tons net register, entering 
Cherbourg with a cargo of 3,143 bags of artificial manure, 
weighing 310 tons, and clearing with a cargo of macadamised, 
stone, were :— 


Amount 

Pilotage inwards, at 30 c. - - = -| 48 90 
» outwards, at 20c. - - - 32 60 
Bridgemen - - - - - - . . 5 40 
Harbour masters - - - - - - - bo 
Permits, printed forms, and petties 3 60 
Postage and telegrams - - - 5 50 
Sanitary dues - - - - - 16 30 
Tonnage ,, - - - - - 82 
Town dues and passport - - - 50 95 
Stamped-bill of lading 1 20 
Brokerage - - - - - - =|, 467 20 
Clearance - - - - 81 25 
Total - - - 493 15 

Equivalent in sterling - - - 1914 6 

Tea Samples sent by Post. 


A despatch dated 2nd March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, transmitting copy 
of a note received from the French Foreign Office in reply to 
representations, relating to the stoppage by the French Customs of 
small samples of tea sent through the post. 

In the note in question, Monsieur Hanotaux states that the 
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Minister of Finance is unable to relax the regulations in favour of 
such samples, and if they have hitherto been admitted into France, 
it has apparently been because the fact of their admission has not 
been made known by the Post Office to the Customs authorities. 
His Excellency adds that the despatch by post of samples possessing 
any value is contrary to theterms of Articles 5 and 6 of the 
Universal Postal Convention. Monsieur Hanotaux, however, 
states, in conclusion, that the Ministers of Finance and Commerce 
are making an inquiry as to whether it will not be possible to 
allow the importation by post, under certain conditions, of samples 
of colonial produce. 
Quay Dues. 


With reference to the note on p. 313 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for March last, the Foreign Office have received from 
H.M. Ambassador at Paris, copy of an extract from the “ Journal 
Officiel,” of the 25th March last, containing text of the law amplify- 
ing Article 4 of the law of the 23rd December last as to the levying 
of quay dues in French ports. 

According to this law, the amount of quay dues leviable on 
a single voyage, even if it include several places of call, cannot exceed 
1 franc per passenger, 2 francs for each head of cattle or each horse, 
3 francs for every two-wheeled carriage, 4 francs for every four- 
wheeled carriage, and 1 franc per ton of cargo on board the vessel 
at the time of her entry into French waters, provided that the total 
weight of the cargo does not exceed the twentieth part of the net 
- tonnage of the vessel. 

This maximum will be reduced by one-half, under the same condi- 
tions, for packets reserved exclusively for the international coastin 
trade (cabotage international). 


SPAIN. 


Note: Fanega — 1'52 Imperial Bushels, Kilog. Ibs, 
Peseta = 9,8,d. 


Tariff Classification. 


A despatch, dated 4th March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid relative to 
the classification of carriages in the Spanish Customs Tariff, from 
which it appears that the same duties are imposed upon broughams 
(coupes) as upon landaus (berlinas) namely those under Nos. 272 
and 273 of the Tariff, in accordance with the number of the seats. 

The Foreign Office have received from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires 
at Madrid a copy and translation of a Royal Order published in 
the “ Official Gazette ’” of 24th March last, with reference to the 
classification for tariff purposes of artificial flowers and the leaves 
for their manufacture. 

They are both to be classed in future in accordance with the 
material of which they are made. 
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Reduction of Duties on Wheat. 


Despatches dated March 1st and March 4th last have been 

received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Aftaires at 
Madrid, relative to the reduction of duties on wheat. In these 
dispatches it is stated that the attention of the Government had 
been drawn seriously to the crisis that had arisen in Castille and 
other provinces, owing to the scarcity of wheat and the bread 
famine resulting from it. 
_.The current price of homegrown wheat had reached 
15°25 pesetas the fanega, or counting 25 pesctas to the £, about 
8s. 1d, per bushel at Valladolid, having risen more than 33 per 
cent. since the beginning of the winter. 

Owing to the high duties in force and the present rate of 
exchange, it will not pay to import foreign wheat for home con- 
sumption until the price has risen to 63 reals a fanega, or 4s. 8d. 
a bushel. 

The Spanish Government have therefore issued a Royal Decree 
suspending the payment of the tariff surcharge on wheat, wheat 
flour, and bran, and reducing transitorily the duties on wheat and 
wheat flour, as follows :— 

Art.1. To suspend the payment of the tariff surcharge, on 
wheat, wheat flour, and bran, imposed by the Law of February 9th, 
1895. 

Art. 2. The tariff duties imposed on wheat and wheat flour are 
reduced transitorily to the following :—Wheat, 6 pesetas per 100 
kilos. (4s. 93d. per 220lbs.) ; wheat flour 10 pesetas per 100 kilos. 

7s. 11d. per 220lbs.) 

These duties will be in force while the average price of wheat 
in the markets of Castille is not less than 27 pesetas per 100 
kilos. (21s. 7d. per 220lbs). If the price becomes less than this 
rate, the Government will re-establish the duties imposed by the 
tariff at present in force. In this case it is understood that the 
transitory duties referred to in the previous article will not be 
re-imposed. 

Art. 3. This Decree will be enforced in the Peninsula and the 
Balearic and Canary Islands on the day following its publication 
in the ‘“‘ Madrid Gazette.” 


Port Dues and Charges at Tarragona. 
The following lists of port dues payable at Tarragona, is taken 
from a recent issue of the Annales du Commerce Exterieur : — 


Pilotage Dues :— 


Steamers of from 80 to 1,500 tons - + 4 according to the 
tonnage of the vessel. 


according to the 

Steamers or sailing vessels of 1,501 and 050 
or tons pesetas for 

over 


Sailing vessels of from 80 to 1,500 tons 33°00 


| to 24°38 
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Port Dues (anchoring and making fast) :— 
Steamers or sailing vessels of from 50 


1,500 tons e - [according to to 
Steamers or sailing vessels of 1,500 tons or over, {,, 
esetas. 
Translation of manifest- - - - - «+ = = 20:00 
Bill of Health (officially, free) 5-00 
- - - . - - . 
Unloading 

Loadin, 

Dues (per 1,000 kilos) Unloading (Customs) 

Loading ( » ) - 


Stowing and Shifting Cargo - { ng day 

Extra for night work, each man, per hour - = - 

Navigation dues (per 1,000 { ine and coal, - 
kilogs.) Other cargo, - 


New Customs Port. 


A Report, dated 17th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Malaga, stating that the 
mining district of Portman, situated 11 miles to the east of 
Carthagena, has been declared an independent Customs Port of the 
third class, but no positive in formation is obtainable as to when 
vessels will be able to clear there independently of the Port of 
Carthagena. 

Portman has been visited by vessels of all descriptions during 
the past 25 years for the purpose of loading iron ore, its 
principal export; and last year 45 British steamers called there, 


Certificates of Origin. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Secretary of the 
Customs copy of a General Order (ji) referring to Certificates 
of Origin for goods exported to Spain, as follows :— 

By the Board’s Circular of the 13th January last, ,84% it 
was intimated that new Forms of Certificates of Origin for goods 
exported to Spain were in preparation. These Forms are now 
completed and available for issue. The new (Sale) Forms bear 
the Nos. 11,12,13, 14, in English, and 11a, 12a, 13a, 14a, in 
French, and no other Forms of Certificate are in future to be used. 

The Export Specification is to be produced in all cases when 
application is made for a Certificate. When Form 13 or 13a is 
used, the written declaration upon which the Certificate is based 
may, when duly signed by the declarant, be presented by his 
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agent. Such declaration must be made on the Specificati 
be in the following term, viz :— hmmneaes. ope 
To the Collector of Customs. 

Sir, 


I hereby declare on my own responsibility that the 
goods referred to herein are of British origin or Sootiesiien 
as shown by reliable Invoices herewith presented to you 
and I request the issue of a Certificate of Origin. 


Partner in Firm of 


Name 
Witness Address 
Occupation 


When, however, any of the other Forms are used the personal 
attendance of the declarant is necessary, and he should note t 
Specification “ Certificate of Origin applied for personally.” 

If a Certificate of Origin is applied for by a Company, the 
necessary declaration may be made by the Secretary or a 
Director. 

When production of the Invoice is required (i,c., when Forms 
13, 14, 13a, or 144 are used) the Officer will see that the 
description of the goods given therein agree with that given 
in the Specification and Certificates of Origin, and that the 
Iuvoice, which should preferably be that addressed to the 
exporting merchant, bears a satisfactory statement or indication 
that the goods are of British origin or production. 

The circular of the 13th January .*, and the General 
Orders #%: and is are to be noted accordingly. 


ITALY. 
Note: Kilog. 2:2 lbs., Lira = 9,$d. 
Difficulties of the Customs Tarif. 


H.M. Consul at Naples, in a recent Report to the Foreign 
Office, points out that one very real difficulty experienced by 
traders in Italy is the puzzling nature of the tariffs. It requires 
an expert to decide not only to what category a particular class 
of goods may belong, but to what category it may not belong 
when official aoe has been brought to bear upon its classifi- 
cation. Now the difference in duties between different categories 


is very marked indeed, and a merchant may easily find himself in 
the dilemma that he must either sell his goods at a higher price 
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than he has hitherto been selling them, which will displease his 
customers, or he must forego his own profit, which is unpleasant 
to himself; or he must appeal to headquarters at Rome. 
If he adopts the last alternative he appeals on the ground 
that he has reason to think that the officials are not 
correctly interpreting the tariff. But first he must 
get his goods out of the custom-house, for they are not 
likely to increase in value by lying there, whatever they may be, 
and in the case of “season goods” they may very likely lose 
their market altogether. The conditions on which he is allowed 
to take his goods out of the custom-house are the following: He 
must pay the duty as demanded by the officials, with a double 
fine in addition. If the question is decided in his favour the 
surplus duty is returned and the fine remitted. As to the appeal, 
the procedure is as follows :—Patterns are cut from the pieces in 
presence of the director, or one of the superior offizers. One set 
is forwarded in sealed envelope to Rome, the second is kept by 
the local authorities, who send a report adducing their reasons 
for so classifying the goods; the merchant states his reasons to 
the contrary on a sheet of stamped paper, and both are for- 
warded to Rome. There the patterns and documents are examined 
by one of the heads of departments, who writes his report, which 
with the documents above-named are submitted to the College 
of Experts, composed of the Director-General of the Italian 
Customs, and a committee of experts. 

This system works excellently well in theory, but it is com- 
plained that in practice the so-called experts are often very far 
from justifying their name, and that pending questions are often 
submitted by the College to Italian manufacturers, who are, to 
say the least of it, not likely to err on the side of leniency in 
judging imported goods. Hence the College has not the confi- 
dence that a tribunal of the kind should have among the importers 
of foreign goods, and, further, its decisions are so tardy that an 
ordinary ap may linger in their hands for as much as from 
4 to 6 months. 

To illustrate the case by an example, the authorities contended 
in a case which occurred recently, that any design requiring 20 or 
more “ fili” (“ picks,’ in English) to complete it must be woven 
on a Jacquard loom, a statement which is incorrect to begin with 
The tariff states that all goods which cann®t be woven except on 
a Jacquard loom are to be classed as ‘‘operati” (figured goods), 
and hence, subject to the additional duties specified under that 
heading. These are the duties. Textiles classed as “operati” 
containing less than 12 per cent. of silk pay an additional duty of 
20 lire per 100 kilos.; containing more than 12 per cent. 250 lire 
additional duty per 100 kilos. 

Woollen and silk goods containing more than 12 per cent. of - 
a if “operati,” pay an additional duty of 500 lire per 100 

Os 


This, it will be observed, gives a very wide range of duties, and 


| 
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it becomes very important indeed to the importer to have the 
word “‘ operati” very distinctly defined.—(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, 2033.) 


SWITZERLAND. 
Duty on Articles by Parcel Post. 

A despatch dated 16th March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Berne, transmitting copy of 
a Custom House Notice in the ‘‘ Feuille Fédérale Suisse,” No. 11, 
of the 9th March last, reminding the public of the necessity of 
enumerating in the invoice, according to Tariff classification, all 
articles transmitted by Parcels Post in a mixed consignment from 
abroad, in default of which a duty will be charged on all at the 
highest rate of any article contained in such consignment. 


BULGARIA. 
Commercial Convention. 


In the “ Board of Trade Journal” for March, 1898, page 322 the 
last paragraph of the note on the Import Duty levied on the produce 
of States not having Commercial Conventions with Bulgaria 
should read as follows :—‘‘b. 14 per cent., ad valorem, if in the 
tariffs in question it is lower than that rate.” 

The note immediately following on the same page should have 
been headed “Shipment and Discharge of Cattle in Bulgarian 
Ports,” and should have stated that no cattle can be either shipped 
or landed at a Bulgarian Port without having first received a 
certificate from a veterinary surgeon. 


UniTED STATEs. 


Customs Decisions. 

The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff, and the application of the Customs Laws of 
the United States have recently been given by the authorities in 
that country :-— 

With regard to cotton waste containing wool fibres, where a 
mixture of wool fibre is clearly recognisable, duty should be 
assessed accordingly. An insignificant fraction of wool fibres appear- 
ing in waste by accident of packing does not determine classification. 

Brass boxes containing mourning pins, although costing more 
than the pins, are held by the court not to be unusual coverings, 
and not subject to additional duty. 

Professional instruments brought by a resident or citizen of the 


United States are not free of duty. 


A person returning to the United States after an absence of five 
years is not an immigrant. 

Personal effects of American origin, or taken abroad by a resi- 
dent of the United States, are free of duty, whether accompanying 


passenger or not. 


‘ 
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The breaking of a package, with the view of exporting a portion, 
is not allowed. 

White glass enamel for watch and clock dials is free under 
paragraph 564 of the Act of 1897 as “glass enamel, white, for 
watch and clock dials.” 

Sealskin garments in possession of passengers, owned by them 
before the passage of the Act of December 29th, 1897, are admitted 
on presentation of evidence of stich ownership, _ 

Refined carbonate of potash is free as carbonate of potash under 
paragraph 595 of the Act of 1894. 

Anchovy and bloater paste is dutiable at the rate of 25 per 
cent., ad valorem under paragraph 283 of the Act of 1883 as 
“ fish prepared or preserved.” 

Indiarubber tubing for stems of artificial flowers is held to be 
material for making artificial flowers, and is dutiable as manu- 
factures of rubber at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 460 of the Act of 1890. 

Ground olive nuts are classified for duty at 10 per cent. ad 
valorem under paragraph 24 of the Act of 1890 as “ nuts, not 
edible, advanced in value or condition by refining or grinding, or 
other process of mannfacture.” 

Glass balls of various sizes and colours, coated with a gelatinous 
substance, and sprinkled with tinsel wire, and strung in bunches, 
are dutiable as toys at 25 per cent. ad valorem under the Act of 
1894, 

Antitoxine is dutiable as a medicinal preparation at the rate of 
25 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 59 of the Act of 1894. 

Camphor oil is assessed for duty at the rate of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem as an essential or distilled oil under paragraph 60 of the 
Act of 1894. 

-Bovril wine is classified for duty at the rate of 50 cents per 
pound under paragraph 74 of the Act of 1890. 

Silk and mohair flouncings and laces are liable to duty at the 
rate of 60 cents per pound, and 60 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 398 of the Act of 1890, mohair being a component 
material. 

Binders’ twine is dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 347 of the Act of 1897 as manufactures of hemp 
not specially provided for. 

The weight of outside packing cases, as well as the small boxes 
containing prepared chocolate, are to be excluded in ascertaining 
the dutiable weight of the chocolate. 

Astrakhan linings, consisting of pieces of lambskin sewed 
together and dyed, are assessed for duty at 20 per cent. ad 
valorem as dressed furs on the skin under paragraph 450 of 1883, 

Horsehides are held to be free of duty, under paragraph 664 of 
the Tariff Act of July 24, 1897. ' 

Cotton cord, one-fourth of an inch, more or less, in diameter, 
composed of numerous strands of cotton yarn, hard and twisted 
double, and designed for use in textile machinery for transmitting 
power, is dutiable under the provisions in paragraph 263 of the 
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Tariff Act of 1894 for“ cords” or “spindle-banding ” (mis-spelled 
“ binding ”) at 45 per cent. ad valorem, and not as an unenumerated 
manufacture of cotton at 35 per cent. ad valorem, under para- 
graph 264. 


CHILE. 
Bills of Lading and ene ong Ships arriving at Chilian 
orts. 

The Foreign Office have received through the Chilian Chargé 
d’Affaires at the Court of St. James’s translation of Chilian law 
decreed on the 25th January last, establishing the requirements to 
be fulfilled by the bills of lading of ships arriving at Chilian 

rts and by the detailed invoices of the merchandise carried by 
those vessels as follows: 

Art. 1. The bills of lading of ships arriving at the ports of the 
Republic must be visé by the Chilian Consuls at the ports of 
de 

Art. 2. When presenting to the Custom House the detailed 
manifests, the detailed invoices ef the cargo shall also be pro- 
duced, bearing the visa of the Chilian Consuls, or in default, that 
of the Consul of a friendly nation. 

The Consuls snall send by the first post copies of the invoices 
viséd by them to the Superintendent of Customs at Valpuraiso. 

Art. 3. The omission of the Consular visa, in the case of any of 
the above mentioned documents, will be punished by a fine of 
three times the amount of the duty in the tariff established by the 
Consular Law of March 4th, 1897 (Article 20) ; and the fine will 
be levied administratively by the Customs. 

Art. 4. This law will come into force three months after its 
promulgation for Consulates in South America, and six months 
for those in other parts of the world. 


Export Duties and Trade Licences. 


A despatch dated January 3 last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Legation at Santiago, transmitting a 
> regarding export duties and trade licences in Chile as 
ollows. 

By the new Customs Tariff which came into force on the 1st 
January, 1898, export duties are leviable on the following articles 
and at the following rates :— 

1. Nitrate, 3°38 dols. per metric quintal (101°42 lbs.) 
2. Iodine, 1°27 dols. per kilogram. 

The export duties on silver and on wrought copper are rescinded 
under the new tariff. 

With reference to the above export duties, attention may be 
drawn to Article II. of the new Customs Tariff, which is as 
follows :— 

“ A portion of the export duties to be determined by the Presi- 
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dent of the Republic, in quantity sufficient to cover the ordinary 
expenditure of the State abroad, shall be paid in bills on London 
at 90 days, sight and at the rate of 1s. 6d. per dollar. 

“The remainder shall be paid in currency with the necessary 
surcharge for exchange, upon the commercial value of the 
currency, to obtain 1s. 6d.” 


Trade Licences.—Travelling agents or commercial travellers en- 
gaged in the purchase of Chilian produce for export are required to 
take out a licence at a cost of twenty dollars yearly . 

Merchants or agents residing in Chile, engaged in the purchase 
of Chilian produce for export, are required to take out a licence, 
which, when utilised in the large towns, costs one hundred 
dollars yearly. In the small towns, classed according to their 
importance, the yearly tax is less, being calculated according to 
the class under which the town falis. 


British INDIA. 
Tarif Modification. 


According to a Customs Circular issued by the India Office, 
saddlery of a military pattern imported by an officer of Her 
Majesty’s Regular Forces, and forming part of the equipmeat with 
which he is required to supply himself under Army Regulations, 
is admitted into British India free of duty. 


St. Lucia. 
Tariff Decisions, etc. 


According to a Customs Ordinance of the Colony of St. Lucia, 
the Customs Tariff (Amendment) Ordinance, 1896, shall be con- 
tinued until and inclusive of the thirty-first day of December, 
1898. 

Exemptions.—The following addition has been made by the 
Governor-in-Council, under and by virtue of Section 4 of the 
Customs Tariff Ordinance, 1695, to the Table of Exemptions in 
the second Schedule to the said Ordinance : 

“All receipt books, bill heads, and forms imported into the 
Colony by the West India and Panama Telegraph Company, 
Limited.” 


Tariff Modification. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office 
copy of the Tariff and Harbour Dues of Mauritius for 1898. 
The only alteration is as regards unmanufactured tobacco. If 
grown and produced in Rodrigues it is allowed to be imported free 
by Ordinance 16 of 1897. 
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NATAL. 
Customs Regulation. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office copy 
of Customs Ordinance of the colony of Natal relative to the 
declaration on Bills of Entry under section 35 of Ordinance No. 6, 
1855, as follows :— 

The following words occurring in section 35 of Ordinance No. 6, 
1855, shall be repealed, that is to say :— 

“The above declaration signed the day of 
18 , inthe presence of 
¢ C.D. 
Collector of Customs 
(or other Principal Officer), 
which Declaration shall be written on the Bill of 
Entry of such articles, and shall be inscribed with 
the hand of the importer thereof, or his known 
agent, in the presence of the Collector or other 
principal officer of the Customs,” 
and in lieu thereof the following words shall be substituted, that is 
to say :— 
“Which Declaration shall be written on the Bill of Entry of 
such articles. and shall be sucscribed with the hand of the 
importer thereof, or his known agent.” \ 


TASMANIA. 


Drawbacks on Customs Duties. 


According to the “ Journal of Commerce ” (Melbourne) an Order- 
in-Council was gazetted in Tasmania on February 1st which 
provides for the payment of drawbacks as under :— 

The whole amount of duty paid on silver-plate imported for 
private use if exported within three years from the date of original 
. Importation. 

1s. 9d. per 100]b. weight of malt manufactured from imported 
barley and exported within 18 months. 

The whole amount paid on beer manufactured in the colony 
when exported. 

The whole amount paid on vinegar imported and used for the 
manufacture of sauces, on the exportation thereof. 

31. per ton on the net weight of jam manufactured in Tasmania 
and exported. 

The full duties paid on sugar imported and used in preserving 
fruit in syrups, upon the exportation of such fruit. 

6/. per ton on the net weight of confectionery manufactured 
in the Colony and exported. 

The whole amount of duty paid on timber imported for the 
manufacture of cases exported, containing Tasmanian produce, 
and not intended to be reintroduced, 

These drawback rates are now in operation. 
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XX.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


ELEctTrRic TRAMWAYsS IN Moscow: OPENING FOR BRITISH 
CAPITAL. 


According to a Report received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Moscow, the Municipal Authorities of that city purpose 
converting the present horse tramways of Moscow into electric 
tramways. 

The two tramway companies of Moscow—the first and the second | 
—have placed themselves in communication with two financial 
syndicates in Berlin and Dresden, and certain propositions have 
been made to the Mayor of the town—Prince Galitzin—but this — 
gentleman has handed the whole business to a Special Commission, 
which will draw up a report and furnish H.M. Consul with a 
statement of what is actually required. 

This document will not be ready for some months, but should 
the Mayor eventually receive tenders from British firms, he pro- 
mises that the same will have careful attention from the Commis- 
sion and exactly the same chance of being accepted as the tenders 
from other countries. 


POSTPONEMENT OF ORNITHOLOGICAL EXHIBITION AT St. 
PETERSBURG. 

The Board of Trade have received information through the 
Foreign Office that the International Ornithological Exhibition 
which was to have been held at St. Petersburg in the course of the 
present year, has been postponed to the month of April, 1899. 


PROPOSED RAILWAY IN SWEDEN FOR THE OPENING UP OF NEw 
Tron ORE DistTRICcTs. 

A despatch dated 29th March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Stockholm enclosing 
memorandum on the subject of the proposed Gelivara-Afoten 
Railway as follows :— 

The total length of the line is 237 miles, namely, from Gelli- 
vara to Luossajaure, 105 miles, and thence to the Norwegian 
frontier 132 miles, and from the frontier to Victoria Bay 41 miles. 


The cost is reckoned as follows :— 


In Sweden. 
& 

1. Laying the line at £3,911 per kilometre- - - = - 926,110 
2. Rolling stock for transport of minerals from Luossajaure , 

tothe frontier - - - - 188,110 

8. Ditto: from the mines to Luossajaure - 11,110 

4. Othertollingstookk- - - - - 52,665 

5. Station at the frontier - ‘ - 16,330 

1,194,325 


1,238,825 
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In Norway. 
1. Laying the line, etc. - - £388,000 
2. Rolling stock - - - 93,330. 


481,330 

The iron mines ars situated at Kirunavara and Tuossavara 
between the Kalix and Tomea rivers, in a desert country where 
the nearest habitations are fifteen to twenty kilometres distant. 

Kirunavara is a mountain of ore, two miles (English) long, 
divided into a number of hills, the highest of which is 249 
metres (about 800 feet) above the surface of the neighbouring 
ground, and Luossavara is a hill about 700 feet high. 

As regards a market for this ore, it is pointed out that Great 
Britain imports about five million tons a year, mostly from Spain; 
Belgium imports three to four million tons, and Sweden itself 
imports two million tons. 

Professor Vogt states that there are other rich deposits of ore 
in Norbotten at Svapavara, 300 metres deep, of about fifty 
million tons. All these deposits are about 100 kilometres (60 
miles) from the frontier of Finland. The proposition that the 
Government should undertake the construction of the Railway 
was thrown out in Committee, on the 25th of March, by 15 votes 
to nine. A 


Scotch LOCOMOTIVES FOR BELGIAN RAILWAYS. 


A despatch dated 16th March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels stating that con- 
siderable excitement has been caused in Belgian industrial circles 
by the Minister of Railways having ordered from Scotland five 
large locomotives, of an improved type, for the use of the fast 
International services passing through Belgium. This was felt to 
imply a sort of blame on Belgian locomotive factories, and to be a 
public admission of their being inferior to those of a foreign 
country. 

A question was accordingly put in the Chamber of Deputies to 
Monsieur Vandenpeereboom, who replied that the necessity of 
increasing the speed of certain trains had obliged him to seek a 
new type of locomotive and, in order to save time, he had ordered 
a few specimens of a kind of locomotive which had proved 
successful. If these locomotives really were as satisfactory as he 
had reason to suppose they would be, the further locomotives 
required would be ordered in the usual manner. 


ProposED Maiti SERVICE BETWEEN ANTWERP AND STANLEY 
FAu.s. 


A despatch, dated 21st March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels,transmitting copy 
of extract from the “Mouvement Geographique” of 20th March 
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last, stating that it is proposed to organise a mail steamship service 
between Antwerp and the head of navigation at Stunley Falls 
(Congo), to run in 31 days out and 25 days home. 


CHAMBERS 0 COMMERCE IN GERMANY. 

A despatch, dated 18th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin enclosing Memo- 
randum and Report on the changes effected in the German 
Chambers of Commerce by the new law of 1897. 

The memorandum states that the law of the 24th February, 
1870, in the course of years became insufficient to obtain in the 
Chambers of Commerce a due representation of the interests of the 
commercial community, and the Government, consequently, though 
fit to attempt by legislation a methodical organisation of the 
representation of commerce. 

Among some of the principal alterations effected by th» new 
law, which was adopted by the House of Deputies in August last, 
it is made clear that for the future the Chambers of Commerce 
can decide upon the taking of a local census upon which will 
depend the right of voting of those merchants residivg in the 
district in question. 

It establishes also the new postulate that the members of the 
Chambers must be persons belonging to the German State, with 
a due regard to the possibility of many confidential communications 
being afforded to the Chambers of Commerce as to the relations of 
the Empire with Foreign Countries. The right of voting has on 
the whole been extended, and even to authorised agents, but with 
the limitation that they may not form more than one-fourth of the 

_total number of members of the Chamber. For the rest the other 

regulations as to eligibility and right of voting of the leading 
persons of industries of all kinds correspond to the rules of the 
companies, Trade Associations, and Trade Unions which have 
have lately undergone some ch°nge. ; 

The duration of membership has been raised from three to six 
years. THis prolongation was made at the express wish of the 
Chambers, and will be instrumental in enabling better work to be 
performed. 

The new law gives these Chambers the rights of a judiciai body, 
and therefore fulfils a long expressed wish for this qualification. 

The Chambers are empowered to found, maintain and keep up 
institutions, establishments, etc. which relate to the advancement 
of trade and industries, of the technical and commercial education, 
and of the education and care of those studying in such places. 

To the Chambers are also entrusted the erection of “ exchanges,” 
commercial museums, public warehouses, and of buildings 
connected with traftic, both by land and water; the power of 
rewarding apprentices and students and the jurisdiction over 
rest on Sundays. 

There is no question that in this direction the Chambers will 
now exercise a most desirable activity. The Leipzig Chamber of 
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Commerce was, at Easter (1898), to open the first commercial 
High School that ever existed in Germany. Their activity in 
the interests of commercial questions will extend now much more 
widely than has hitherto been the case, and especially in all 
labour questions. 

The appointment of arbitrators (experts for determining 

uestions of averages) is placed in the hands of the Chambers; 
Seaniaty they were in those of the “ Corporations” ef merchants. 

The law further empowers them to appoint such persons whose 
business may be looked upon as one connected with commerce 
or trade, though employed in industrial work such as surveyors of 
land, goods, etc., weighers, measurers, sorters, etc. 

They are also empowered to grant certificates of origin and all 
other commercial papers required for the conveyance of goods, 
and their local officials can also issue the former. 

The Bill will result ina greater number of those having a right 
to vote taking part in the business of the Chambers. The 
extensive right of rg or rejection now given to the Minister 
of Commerce is to —— noticed, whereby the Chambers 
are placed directly under his superintendence. 


4 


THe GERMAN COMMERCIAL MISSION TO THE FAR EAST. 


A despatch, dated 26th March, has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, 
enclosing a report by Mr. Harrise Gastrell, Commercial Attaché 
to the Embassy, which states that a brief report appears, 
according to the newspapers, to have been finished by the members 
of the German Commercial Mission to Eastern Asia on their 
labours. It will be remembered that some 15 months ago 
this mission left Genoa for the East, and that it had been 
organised by Germans interested in trade and industry, with 
help from both the German and Prussian Governments. 

Five months’ work was devoted to a study of China, and 
another five to Japan. Hong Kong was first visited, and then 
the Treaty Ports of Canton, Swatow, Amoy, &c. The mission 
penetrated 1,100 miles up the Yang-tse-kiang, and visited the 
chief towns on its banks, and especially the lately opened and 
populous Shashi The newly-opened Treaty Ports of Samshui 
and Wuchow were also visited. An accurate knowledge of 
the rich province of Chekiang and of the southern portion 
of that of Kiangsu was obtained. The silk districts, of which 
the centre is Canton, were also seen. Some members of the 
mission also made a land journey from Tientsin to Newchwang 
and neighbouring districts. Japan, being so much smaller, 
was thoroughly visited, and a short time was even given to 
Corea; limited to a visit to the chief port, Chemulpo, and to 
Seoul, 

As to the practical results of the long journeys undertaken by 
this German Mission, the more evident ones are contained in large 
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numbers of packing cases which are filled with the samples 
collected in those countries. Only a small portion of these samples 
have as yet been sent to the persons interested in them; the 
greater part of them have stil] to have the prices attached. The 
first work of the members of the Mission, who have now returned, 
will be to put the samples in order and to catalogue them. It is 
intended to exhibit them shortly as a whole. Then, in order to 
better utilise the samples, they will be divided up and distributed 
to those groups of industries interested in them, amongst which 
they will be rapidly circulated. 

Besides these samples, the greater part of the special reports on 
different classes of goods are ready, and some of them have already 
been communicated to the interested parties. The remaining 
reports will also soon be ready. All these special reports as well 
as the samples are only to be shown to those circles interested in 
them in Germany. A general and complete report will also be 

eventually completed as soon as the special reports are disposed of. 


British TRADE WITH NORMANDY. 


The following remarks on British trade in the consular district 
of Cherbourg are from a Report by H.M. Consul at that port :— 

“With the exception of the few articles of import of British 
origin there is little hope of any extension of British trade in my 
district, owing to the prohibitive commercial tariff and to cheaper 
continental production. 

“To these causes should be added the objection of British manu- 
facturers to deal in small figures, thus leaving to indirect trade, 
through the Paris wholesale houses, the duty of supplying the 

French provinces with the few articles of British manufacture 
for which there is only a small demand, depriving the trade of its 


buoyancy by adding to the cost of the article, and losing the - 


advantage of a gradual expansion of local demand, which would 
doubtless follow a lowering of prices that direct importation would 
allow. 

“Notwithstanding the reputation for good make still enjoyed 
by Great Britain, the difficulty of procuring British made goods 
suitable to local tastes, the impossibility of unravelling the 
mysteries of British price-lists, and the absence of all flexibility in 
British commercial custom, almost close the half-shut door to 
British imports. 

“T pointed out last year a few articles of British manufacture 
in groceries, hardware, tailorings, waterproof goods, hats, and 
stationery, which, now supplied through the general agencies in 
the French metropolis, might be supplied direct with greater 
profit to the manufacturer and at less cost to the consumer. 

“Would any outlay in travelling expenses, though greatly 
reduced if several firms combined in the venture, be recouped 
to the manufacturers by the retention of a declining trade, or by 
he opening of new outlets, which would be slow to expand 
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in the face of keen local and foreign competition? The majority 
of British traders cling to the opinion that any such effort is not 
worth while! 

“ Local tradesmen, on the other hand, to whom I have spoken, 
would welcome the advent of British commercial travellers to 
enable them to deal directly with the manufacturers. 

“For instance, the owner of the leading general bazaar has 
asked me to mention that he would like to hear of fancy articles, 
or ornamental knick-nacks, which find a ready sale in local 
middle-class houses. 

“He pointed out to me many taking articles in wood and 
crockery,'made in Germany, upon patterns and designs supplied by 
him, ornamented with views of Cherbourg and pictures of 
Normandy folk. In this instance I confess I doubt whether any 
thing so cheap and so good for the price could be produced in 
England under existing conditions, 

“The International Register Co. of Manchester, to take but one 
instance, are publishing in several languages their register of 
British manufacturers. This is an excellent move in the right 
direction. But are the advertisers who wish to reach the foreign 
buyer, through this rather insufficient medium, prepared to put the 
finishing touches to this new departure by supplying chance 
enquirers with estimates in their own language, currency, weights 
and measures, with quotations for free delivery at destination ?”— 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2035.) 


CoNVENTION BETWEEN FRANCE AND PORTUGAL WITH REGARD TO 
TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Ambassador at Paris transmitting copy of extract from the 
“ Journal Officiel” containing text of a Presidential Decree for 
facilitating telegraphic communication in the Indian Ocean and 
adjacent islands. Telegrams between Mozambique and Majunga 
Madagascar) will be charged as follows :— 

Private Telegrams :—Terminal rate 10 centimes per word, and 
transit rate 10 centimes per word. 

French Oficial and Press Telegrams :—Terminal rate 5 
centimes per word, and transit rate 5 centimes per word. 


COMMERCIAL RELATIONS OF SPAIN AND Ecypt. 


The Foreign Office have received from H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires 
at Madrid a copy of the following Royal Order of the Spanish 
Government relative to the commercial relations between Spain 
and Egypt :— 

“ The King, &c., and in his name the Queen Regent, here by orders 
that, so long as Spanish products continue to receive most favoured 
nation treatment there, that possession (Egypt) of tae Imperial 
Empire shall be placed among the nations thac enjoy all the 
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privileges in tariffs that Spain concedes to nations with whom she 
has commercial treaties or conventions, with the exception of those 
special privileges, that on account of questions of frontier regulate 
her relations with Portugal. 


TuE Iranian Cycie Inpustry. 


H.M. Consul at Venice, reporting on the cycle industry of Italy, 
states that the great roads in the Venetian provinces are well 
built, macadamised, and always maintained in a very good state by 
the provincial and municipal authorities. There is a great increase 
every year in the bicycle trade, as this machine is not only adopted 
for recreation, but also for business purposes. There are three 
small establishments for making bicycles in Venetia. Several 
societies have lately been formed to promote cyoling. It is said 
there are now 11 cycle factories in Italy. They are said to turn 
out fair machines, but the material used for their construction is 
generally considered to be of inferior quality, and buyers who can 
afford to pay appear consequently to give the preference to foreign 
machines, The current price of bicycles of Italian make, in three 
different classes, are respectively 500 lire, 400 lire, and 250 lire, 
and these may also be taken as the prices of German machines in 
Italy. There is no doubt this industry will be greatly 
developed, and it is equally probable that prices are 
destined to go down in the future. Bicycles pay an import 
duty of 45fr. in gold each. Their component parts 
are charged the same duty, a certain number of 


parts being considered as one machine, that is to say, two wheels: 


are charged as one machine, and three wheels with two saddles, 
one spring, and two handle-bars, as two machines. Only one 
part is allowed to be imported free of duty, when the applicant 
is not a merchant or a dealer, and he must produce his machine 
when he applies for the exemption of duty, and prove that the 
article imported is to be used exclusively for his bicycle. 

There would be, undoubtedly, a good opportunity at this moment 
for British manufacturers to extend their trade in these provinces 
if they could send out machines of a smart and stylish appear- 
ance, to be sold at about the prices above stated. It would also 
be expedient to advertise, on a great scale, in the Italian 
language, and to grant liberal commission to dealers. Perhaps 
the best plan would be to establish a general agency in a central 
town. The general agent should know, of course, the English and 
Italian languages ; and he should make himself acquainted with 
the leading members of the cyclist societies, as the “ Touring 
Club,” the “Unione Velocipedista Italiana,” &c., arranging, 
if possible, for the nomination of sub-agents and offering 
to give special advantages to members belonging to sporting 
societies. It will be most difticuit to obtain orders on the 
condition that they should be accompanied by a remittance. 
Italian and German manufacturers are in the habit of giving 
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their machines and parts thereof to dealers “en depot,” the 
amount being paid now and then as the stock is disposed of. 
Some of the dealers on their part sell their bicycles on credit ; 
the mode of payment being in weekly or monthly instalments. 
Of course it would be for the general agent to exercise great 
caution, and to consult a clever lawyer as to the measures to be 
taken for preventing unfair practices and for guaranteeing the 
deposit of the goods. The Government has recently imposed a 
tax of 10 lire on each bicycle. It has already come into force, 
and all cycles in circulation will be obliged to bear a mark 
showing that payment of the yearly tax has been effected. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2037.) 


TRADE OF BULGARIA IN 1897. 


A despatch, dated 31st March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.H. Minister at Sofia, transmitting accounts 
of Bulgarian trade for 1897, from which it appears that the value 
of the total exports fell from 108,740,000 francs (4,350,000/7.) in 
1896 to 59,791,000 francs (2,392,000/.) in 1897, the disastrous 
harvest accounting for a falling off of 47,564,000 francs (1,903,0007.) 
in cereals. 

The value of the imports rose from 76,530,000 francs (3,061,0007.) 
in 1896 to 83,994,000 francs (3,360,000/.) in 1897. 

On the whole, the returns show that while the value of the 
total imports in 1897 increased about 9 per cent. as compared with 
those for 1896, those of British origin rose from 18,209,000 francs 
(728,000/.) to 23,078,000 francs (923,000/.), or 26 per cent. 


CoMPETITION IN THE HARDWARE TRADE AT LAS PALMAS, 


H.M. Consul at Las Palmas reports that at one time all 
hardware used to come entirely from England, but now the trade 
has got very much cut up. All fancy articles, such as door and 
drawer handles, carpentry and cabinet fittings, house adornments, 
are made in Germany, and thence imported, and that country is 
even sending in sheet and bar-iron and steel, to some extent due to 
shipment of Swedish iron. This is not exactly because British 
makers cannot compete, but because buyer and manufacturer are 
not in touch with one another. The fancy finish and nickeling and 
lacquering, and little bits of fancy embossing, is as cheaply done in 
England asin Germany. Such little additions to a very ordinary 
_— are popular. Showiness is not solidity, but it has its value 
and it pays. 

English-made nails are no longer to be seen. Wire nails from 
Germany, from half inch to six inches long, have taken their place, 
and even the essentially British article, screw nails, are seldom 
seen in Las Palmas. English locks are quite out of date, and useless 
for the style of building. The doors here are generally double, with 
narrow framework, and require locks of a suitable kind, very 
narrow, and with a corresponding piece to attach to the other half 
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of the door. The handle must be of an oval shape to allow the 
door to shut, or else with a dropping fancy lever to turn the loek, 
the space being too small for anything else. The French doors 
are similar in style, and the frame into which the lock has to be 
set or screwed on is seldom over 3 to 34 inches in breadth. 

Hinges are competed for by Germany, which now offers the 
same price, not less as yet, but they cannot compete in quality at 
the price. Americans, however, compete in quality and in price, 
and turn out a better finished article at the same money, besides 
being a little wider in the fold, giving more supporting surface, 

In tools England still holds her own, except in saws and levels, 
which come from America, and some of the former from Remscheid 
in Germany. Files of the best quality come from England,but there 
is a cheap article on sale, used for soft work, which comes from 
Germany.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2035). 


ITALIAN EMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES. 


H. M. Consul at Naples reports that Italian emigration to the 
United States has undergone a curious modification in the past year, 
and that the greater part of such emigration takes ——- from his 
Consular district. It is from the ports of Genoa and Naples that the 
emigrant traffic is carried on, and thetotal number carried in the year 
ending June 30, 1897, was 180,556 persons, being a decline of 
162,711 from the figures of the preceding year. These figures ‘ 
include the Italian emigrants shipped at Bremen, who are mainly 
an undesirable class, chiefly composed of wandering Italians who 
have failed to settle themselves satisfactorily in their adopted 

country, and move on to the United States, generally to fail again. 
One leading reason of the decline in emigration has been un- 
doubtedly the Bill which passed Congress but was eventually: 
thrown out, the chief provision of which was to prevent the 
emigration of illiterate persons. When the Bill was first mooted, 
a great number of Italians sent for their illiterate relatives, 
fearing that the Bill would be passed and would exclude 
them. These amounted to 22,332, and are the best class of 
emigrant, because they have a settled home in the States, and 
usually do well. It is not possible to estimate with certainty 
how much money these people take out of the country, as on 
their arrival in the States they only declare as much money as is 
necessary to allow them to pass the emigrant office, that is to 
say, from 21. to 4/., according to their age and physical condition, 
while they are often in fact possessed of much more. The law 
excludes such persons as are liable to become a public charge, 
and the immigrant thus shows just as much money as will pass, 
him, and no more. The character of the emigrant has also 
undergone a very considerable change for the better, much more 
skilled labour having gone out, and a great many people who 


know a trade appearing in the statistics. The lines of steamers 
engaged in the trade are the Anchor Line, the North German — 
Lloyd, Atlantic, Fabre, and Hamburg-American lines, The i 
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Atlantic amalgamated recently with the Prince Line and stood 
out of the pool made by the other lines, and by carrying emigrants 
at much lower prices from Naples, forced the united lines to 
lower their tariffs. With two ships alone this line carried over 
2,200 emigrants in one month from Naples, which is far more 
than any other single company was able to accomplish.—(Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2033.) 


A New INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The most recent addition to the smaller manufacturing industries 
of Charleston, according to the report of H.M. Consul at that port, 
has been the establishment of a plant on Southern wharf for the 
manufacture of shuttle blocks to meet a demand that comes 
principally from Liverpool, Havre, and Barcelona. The new 
factory is operated by the Southern Hardwood Manufacturing 
Company, the work now being done consisting of shuttle block 
making alone, but later on the company proposes to add turning 
machinery to its present equipment,and may also increase consider- 
ably the capacity of the mill. 

The plant now in operation consists of a thirty-horse power 
electric motor turning three saws which are run for the purpose 
of sawing the blocks out of the rough logs, brought from the 
forests in lengths of about 8 feet and of various diameters, 
ranging from 6 to 18 inches. The first sawing cuts the logs into 
proper lengths for the shuttles, the second set cuts the round 
pieces into halves or quarters, and the third sawyers trina the 
blocks into shape. About 1,200 are now made daily, differing in 
size according to orders, from 124 inches long by 13 inches square 
to 23 inches long by 3 inches square. After the blocks are cut the 
ends are dipped in boiling wax, to prevent splitting, and they are 
then stacked up in a room to dry for some days. The woods used 
are persimmon and dogwood, which are considered the only 
desirable kinds available for shuttle manufacture. In the making 
of these blocks it is necessary to use only straight-grained wood 
entirely free from knots, and there is, consequently, much waste 
material, which, however, makes excellent fuel, that the company 
expect to sell as part of their product. When first cut the shuttle 
blocks are perfectly green and quite heavy, but after standing in 
piles for a time before shipment, they are thoroughly seasoned and 
ready for turning when they reach Europe. They are not sold as 
lumber but are shipped carefully packed in coffee sacks, and are 
sold at so much per thousand blocks. 

The various sizes are for shuttles used in weaving different 
kinds of coarse and fine goods, the silk looms taking the smaller 
shuttles. There is always a good demand for shuttles, and the 
orders for blocks are well in advance of production. 

There is an abundant supply of dogwood and persimmon tree 
wood near Charleston, and it is easily obtained in quantities 

ired; it is mostly brought to town in small boats from 
adjacent river landings, and some also comes down by railway 
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from more distant points. The shuttle saws have as yet only been 
turning a short time, but a considerable quantity of blocks have 
already been shipped, and the company are now filling a large order 
for Liverpool. 

Everything appears to be working smoothly with this new 
industry, and there are good prospects for future growth from 
the above-mentioned modest beginning with which it has started. 
—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2031.) 


Tar GRAIN TRADE OF NEW ORLEANS. 


In a Report to the Foreign Office by H.M. Consul in New 
Orleans (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2030), it is stated 
that the grain trade of that city has risen in the past 
six years from a comparatively insignificant part of the 
commerce of this port to one of its most important, and this city 
stands to-day third in exports, being exceeded only by Baltimore 
and New York. 

From September 1, 1896, to August 31, 1897, 33,904,482 
bushels of cereals were shipped from the port of New Orleans to 
European ports. Last year’s total exports up to September 1, 
1896, was a little over 22,000,000 bushels, so it will be seen that 
oe of this year over last is something like 12,000,000 
bushels. 

The facilities for handling grain at this port were increased 
during the past year by the erection of the Stuyvesant and Port 
Chalmette elevators. The grain was carried by some 435 ships, 
of which 340 were British. 

- While during the last 12 months the movement was confined 
almost entirely to maize, the shipments this year will be more 
diversified, consisting of wheat, maize, rye, and oats. 

The following return has just been issued by the New Orleans 
Grain Committee. The receipts of grain are as follows :— 


Quantity. 

Bushels. 

Receipts of grain in 1897 ee. eee oon ose eee 43,000,000 
Showing an increase in quantity of as ji 10,900,000 

The total exports of grain of all kinds were... ove «| 41,500,000 
Same poriod last year ... 29,000,000 
Increase for 1897 iss 12,500,000 


WHARVES AT NEW ORLEANS, 


According to the recent Report of H.M. Consul at New Orleans 
Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2020), the wharves at present are 
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leased to the Louisiana Construction Company, the lease expirin 

in 1901. It is generally admitted that the city would be glad i 

it could get rid of the wharf lease, and it is now aiming to do so. 
A dock commission was created by the Legislature in 1896, having 
control of the wharves, with the understanding that it would seek 
in some way to secure them for the city, and then establish some 
system that would allow them to be used free. Although the 
task is a difficult one, it is confidently expected that New Orleans 
will ultimately enjoy the blessing of free wharfage. . 

In the meanwhile, the [Illinois Central Railway Company has, 
at considerable expense, carried out its pledge of free wharves, 
building at the foot of General Taylor Street a handsome system 
of wharves, warehouses, and grain elevators under the name of the 
Stuyvesant Docks. The wharves are everywhere in a fair con- 
dition, except between Canal and Julia Streets, where new stringers: 
and planks are wanted. 

A dredge-boat has been contracted for by the wharf lessees, 
and they have promised that the 25 feet of water at the wharves 
called for by their contract will be secured long before it is needed 
by the shipping. 

The private wharves of the Illinois Central Railway Company, 
at Stuyvesant Docks; of the Southern Pacific, at Algiers and 
Gretna; the Texas and Pacific, at Westwego; the North 
Eastern, the New Orleans and Western, at Port Chalmette, have 
all been recently improved and put in good condition for business. 


SHIPMENTS OF COTTON FROM GALVESTON TO JAPAN. 


A report dated 2nd March last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Galveston stating that on that date 
the British steamship “ Kilburn” sailed for Nagasaki and Kobe 
Japan, via the Suez Canal, with a cargo of 8,350 bales of cotton. 

This consignment was the first of its kind to leave Galveston 


for Japan, and was to be followed shortly by others. 


THE PRODUCTION OF GOLD IN SURINAM. 

A Report, dated February 1st last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Sidney J. A. Churchill, H.M. Consul at 
Paramaribo, stating that during the year 1897 royalty was paid 
in the colony of Surinam on the following gold from places in 
the colony. 


Oz. 

Gold produced in Surinam River District - - 138,583 

Sarramacca ,, - 4,234 

Marowyne ” ” 2,388 

Total quantity on which royalty was paid at 

Paramaribo - - - - - - 21,644 

Besides this, royalty was paid at Albinaon - 6,758 


Production for 1897—Grand Total - - .«. 28,222 
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The production during 1897 was about eleven hundred ounces 
higher than the production in 1896. The gold is exported to 
Holland, Great Britain, and the United States. 

Up to the end of 1896 only alluvial mining was resorted to. 
The discovery of gold bearing rocks in large quantities will 
probably cause a change in the method of securing the gold. 

Capital, and especially great experience, are indispensable 
factors for the enterprise in Surinam. 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ANTIOQUIA RAILROAD. 


With reference to a note on page 341 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for March last, a de xtch, dated 10th February last, 
has been received at the Fore’ . Office from the Acting (British) 
Consul-General at Bogot: vonfirming the telegram referred to 
in the above note, with regard to the arrangement for the con- 
siruction of the Antioquian Railroad, and the agreement of the 
Government of the Department of Antioquia to carry sea salt 
free for forty months for the lender of the sum required. 

The Acting Consul-General states that in Colombia the salt 
mines belong to the Government, and are an important source of 
revenue. They are usually rented to individuals by the Govern- 
ment. No doubt the Colombian who hus lent this sum of money 
to Antioquia hopes that by means of free railway transport he 
will be able to sell sea salt in competition with the price of that 
produced by the Government salt mines. 

At least the reported contract appears to pledge the Antioquia 
Government to secure free transport for sea salt for more than 
three years. 


LEASING OF BRAZILIAN RAILWAYS TO A BELGIAN SYNDICATE. 


A dispatch, dated 14th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro enclosing 
copy of a decree leasing the Porto Alegre and Uruguayan Railway 
to a Belgian Syndicate in spite of some opposition on the part of 
the local authorities of Rio Grande do Sul. 


CoMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF SAO PAOLO (BRAZIL). 


A despatch, dated 21st February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Miuister at Rio de Janeiro in which it 
is stated that British capital has been embarked in the State of 
Sao Paolo in railway and other enterprise, and giving the following 
information in regard to the commercial development of that 
State. 

The imports into Sio Paolo have increased from 46,000 contos 
in 1893 to 110,000 contos (or at the present rate of exchange about 
3,000,000/. sterling) in 1896. Such at least are the official values 
as declared at the Santos Custom House, but if to this sum be 
added (the following are mere estimates) 18,000 contos repre- 
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senting the official value of articles imported by the Government 
free of duty, 29,000 contos’ (estimated) worth of nationalised 
articles, 28,000 contos of national articles imported by coasting 
trade and about 25,000 contos imported via Rio de Janeiro by 
rail—a total of 210,000 contos or about 6,000,000/ sterling would 
represent the total imports into the State. 

Probably in consequence of the stagnation in trade which has 
affected the whole of Brazil, the figures for 1897, which are not yet 
available, would be less flattering. 

The increase exhibited in 1896 is mainly in articles of primary 
necessity, in articles of consumption, and in materials for construc- 
tion, etc. 

In this trade Great Britain and Germany principally supply 
metallurgic products and raw material, while Italy, Portugal, and 
Argentina, which transmit cheap alimentary articles, have mainly 
profited hy the increase in ihe consumption of imported articles 
(in 1896) produced by the considerable and persistent develop- 
ment of the population of the {state and capital. Sio Paolo, which 
in 1862 had a population of 10,000, now numbers 230,000 
inhabitants, of whom over seventy thousand are Italians. 

This commercial movement, according to an estimate made, is 
as follows :— 


Imports 280, on 00 idols 
,000 
m 210,000,000 dols. (Exclusively Coffee) 
GreatBritain  - - 25 per cant. eres 
y 92 25 ” 
um 4 ” 
= = 9 
Hollan d, Spain, Denmark, etc. 7 ” { 9 ” 
Portugal - - - 


Probably Belgium plays a larger part in the importation, as 
many of her goods are sold to foreign houses and enter under 
foreign marks, German tiade in Sido Paolo has largely increased 
of late years ; that of France has decreased, while that of England 
has remained stationary. 


WakNInG TO INTENDING EMIGRANTS TO ARGENTINA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Rosario, in a report recently 
received at the Foreign Office, gives the following advice to 
intending British emigrants to Argentina :— 

“To those of our countrymen—lI refer more especially to the 
wage-earner who may think to better himself by going abroad, 
and who may be thinking of emigrating to this district of the 
Argentine—I would again give a word of caution and recommend 


April 1898,) DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 469 


his seeking information from the Emigrants’ Information Office 
before deciding to come to this country. As pointed out, this 
country is only now beginning to recover from the effects of a very 
severe crisis which has affected and reduced the demand for 
labour in nearly all branches. This, together with the high cost of 
living and clothing, and the difference of climate, manners, customs, 
and language, tends to make the lot (more especially of the Anglo- 
Saxon immigrant) an unenviable one ; and I am of opinion that 
our people would be wiser—at any rate at the present time—to 
give preference to our colonies. For the small capitalist, however, 
there are good openings in stock-raising, &c., but he would require 
to possess some experience to be able to work this successfully.”— 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2032). 


OPENING Up OF THE CONGO FREE STATE. 


A despatch dated 26th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, which calls 
attention to the increased activity shown in Congo shares and 
speculations since it has been evident that the railway from 
Matadi to Stanley Pool will be opened to traffic during this 


ear. 
The following table shows the fluctuations of the stock of the 
railway company during the last four years :— 


Ordinary Shares. Founders’ Shares. 
Years. 
Highest Price. | Lowest Price. | Highest Price. | Lowest Price. 
Francs. Francs. Francs. Francs, 

1895 465 820 165 99 
1896 475 365 190 80 
1897 935 475 1,070 240 
1898 1,175 940 1,365 1,000 


Up to last year all the companies trading in the Congo were 
foreign companies, registered in Belgium, Holland, Portugal and 
elsewhere, whereas the three last companies created have been 
registered in the Congo as Congolese companies, under the 
Congolese Royal Decree of February 27th, 1887. 

An important expedition of scientific exploration of the Katanga 
District, in which there are supposed to be valuable mineral 
deposits, will shortly be despatched from Brussels under the 
command of Lieutenant Lemaire, a young officer of the Belgian 
Army who has already done good service in the Congo State. 

Lieutenant Lemaire was one of the principal organisers of the 
Congo Section which attracted so much attention at the 
Brussels International Exhibition last year, and there is every 
reason to believe that he will acquit himself well of the important 
mission which has now been entrusted to his direction. 

This expedition will, it is said, go to the Katanga from the East 
Cast, via the Lake Nyassa route, through British territory. 
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NEw JAPANESE STEAMSHIP LINE ON THE YANG-TZE. 


The Board of Trade have received information that a new line 
of Japanese steamers has been established on the Yang-tse, the 
- first steamer, the “ Tenringawa Maru,” 410 tons, having arrived: 
_ at Wuhu on the 5th January last. 

This new vessel, it is stated, is fitted up luxuriously for passen- 
- gers as well as well adapted for cargo, and is lighted with electric 


light, 


XXI.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 
THE Beirast LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as 
published in the “ Irish Textile Journal,” there was no appreciable 
change in the general condition of the market in February, 
business all over having been well sustained, and if any change 
took place it was in the direction of improvement. 

The market was very quiet in yarns throughout the month. 
Buying was solely of a hand to mouth character, but prices were 
pretty well maintained. 

According to the Board of Trade returns for February, there was 
a falling off in exports to Germany of 9 per cent. in quan tity and 
nearly 13 per cent. in value, compared with February, 1897, 
whilst France showed an improvement of 16 per cent. in quantity, 
but a decline of nearly 20 per cent. in value. 

There was a fair amount of business done with the United States, 
and an improvement was looked for. Piece goods exported showed 
an-improvement of 12 per cent. in quantity and 5 per cent. in 
value compared with February, 1897. 

The miscellaneous markets asarule were quiet, and in the 
aggregate the volume of the shipments showed a falling off com- 
pared with February 1897. Comparing the months of February, 
there was a decrease in value of 52 per cent. in the case of the 
Foreign West Indies, and nearly 3 per cent. for Australia, whilst 
Canada showed an improvement of 43 per cent. 

For the two months ended February 28, the total quantity of 
piece goods exported from the United Kingdom showed an increase 
of nearly 1 per cent., but values were nearly 3 per cent, less than 
for the same period of last year. 


THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY OF NortTI-EAst 
LANCASHIRE. 


In the Eleventh Annual Report of the Council of the Blackburn 
Chamber of Commerce it is stated that the manufacturing industry 
of North-east Lancashire in 1897 has been the most unprofitable 
for many years. Those engaged in the manufacturing department 
have often had good reason to ask the employés to participate in 
the loss by accepting a reduction of wages. It must be conceded 
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that the circumstances fairly warranted such a course by the 
difficulties and losses in trade. Short time and stoppage of 
machinery have been general, entailing great loss; bat it is 
tifying to state that no reduction in wages has been proposed. 
here has been natural cause and good reason for the great 
depression in the trade. The collapse of China, the South 
American crop failure, the plague and famine in India, are more 
than enough to account for the lessened demand for the productions 
of the district. The spinning industry in the first half of 1897 
was equally paralysed by the general stagnant condition of the 
cotton trade, and induced the employers to give notice of a five 
per cent. reduction in the rate of wages. Long negotiations took 
place between the representatives of the employers and the work- 
men, and, in view of the imminence and possibility of a lock-out, 
a sudden speculative demand sprung up for yarns, and the margin 
of loss quickly turned to one of profit, upon which the masters 
withdrew the notice ; this improvement has not been maintained. 
This year, however, opens with somewhat better prospects. An 
improved demand has taken place, and the looms of North-East 
Lancashire, with the exception of Burnley, have been put to work 
generally, though the prices accepted by manufacturers have been in 
many instances unwarrantably low. Some improvement may be 
looked for in the home trade and in South American business, and, 
indeed, with the grain-producing countries generally. 


PETROLEUM BRIQUETTES. 


In the process for making petroleum briquettes, described in 
“ Kuhlow’s,” petroleum refuse is worked up in such a manner as 
to assume the form of a solid substance, easily handled and consti- 
tuting a cheap and convenient fuel. About 10 per cent. of soda 
lye, with about 10 per cent. of any fatty matter—tallow, for 
instance-—is heated in a boiler, either by superheated steam or 
with exclusion of air; and so much petroleum refuse is then 
added to the heated mass as te make up 100 parts. The whole 
is heated, with constant stirring, for about an hour, the time 
varying with the mode and intensity of heating; but the tem- 
perature must never be allowed to reach the boiling point of 
petroleun, because in that case a large quantity of froth would 
form. In this incipient state of saponification the mass acquires 
the property of taking up large quantities of very fluid rock oil, 
and if this incorporation of the mass should proceed too slowly or 
remain incomplete it may be hastened by the addition of a little 
soda lye. Ina shorttime the saponification of the grease with 
the fixing of the petroleum will be effected, and the mass thus 
produced may be run into moulds and allowed to cool, when it may 
be cut into pieces of any desired form. According to the use for 
which the briquettes are destined they can during manufacture 
receive the addition of coaldust, sawdust or other refuse, and, if it 
be desired to obtain a product of less firm consistency, the grease 
may be entirely or partially replaced by resin or resin acid, the 
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peotat in either case containing more than 80 per cent. of petro- 
eum, more than 90 per cent. of combustible substances, and less 
than 5 per cent. of incombustible residue. 


Imports oF Pic Iron AND UNWROUGHT STEEL INTO THE 
Unirep KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATEs. 
According to returns received at the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America in each month from January 
to March, 1898, inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Steel Unwrought. 


Quantity. | Value. Quantity. Value. 

1898. Tons. £ Tons. £ 
January - - - - -| 8871 19,216 374 3,918 
February - . - - - 7,464 16,657 1,776 11,959 
March - - - - - 5,156 10,951 2,772 12,369 
Year ended Dec. 31st, 1897 - 91,196 209,275 { 25,927 128,892 


BELGIAN LAW AND LEGAL PROCEDURE. 

The Board of Trade have received from Mr. Wm. Heinemann, 
of 21, Bedford Street, W.C., a copy of a treatise on “ Belgian 
Law and Legal Procedure, from a Practical Standpoint, for the 
Guidance of British Traders, Patentees, and Bankers, ard British 
Residents in Belgium.” This contains much useful information 
on the general jurisdiction and proceedings of the Belgian Law 
Courts, on special laws, and on other subjects of interest to foreign 
residents in Belgium. 


MINERAL PRODUCTION IN FRANCE. 
The following table, compiled from statistics published in the 
“ Journal Officiel” of 19th March last, shows the production ot 
Certain minerals and metals in France for the years 1897 and 1896. 
The figures for 1897 are provisional, and subject to rectification. 


1896. 1897, 
Coalandanthracite- - - ~-Tons 28,750.452 30,277,888 
Iro @e)- - - 828,758 828,273 
Steel, mer 2 726,463 806,853 
Siemens-Martin ? ” 454,280 474,742 
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FrENCH Octroi REcEIPTs. 


According to a statement published in “La Revue de Statis- 
que,” of the 36,166 communes which make up the whole of France, 
1,511 have octrois, which together produced in 1897 a revenue of 
311,757,000 fr. (12,470,0007.). Of this total the department of 
Seine has 44 octrois, producing 162,904,000 fr. (6,516,0002,) ; 
Nord, 70 octrois, 14,891,000 fr. (596,009/.); Bouches-du-Rhone, 
53 octrois, 12,695,000 fr. (508,000/.); and Rhone, 4 octrois, 
10,529,700 fr. (421,000/.). 


PRODUCTION OF CIDER IN FRANCE. 


The following table shows the quantity of cider produced in 
France in each of the years 1892-1897 inclusive :— 
Note: Hectolitre = 22 imperial gallons. 


Years. Hectolitres. 
1892 ... 15,141,000 
1895 ... 25,589,000 
1896 ded id ... 8,070,000 
1897 ... 6,789,000 


MounicipaL FLEectric LIGHT AND Power IN GERMANY. 


The United States Consul at St. Gall in a report to his Govern- 
ment states that in the following cities in the German Empire, 
the municipal authorities own and manage the electric works 
that supply light and power: Bremen, Barmen, Cassel, Darm- 
‘stadt, Diisseldorf, Elberfeld, Hanover, Cologne, Kénigsburg, 
Liibeck, and Pforzheim. All of these cities, with the exception 
of Hanover, also own the gas works. The following cities have 
constructed the electric works for the purposes of light and power, 
but have leased the management of the same to private operators : 
Aix-la-Chapelle, Chemnitz, Frankfort, Strasburg, and Stuttgart, 
all of which, with the exception of Chemnitz, are cities where the 
gas works are under the management of private corporations. In 
the following cities, private companies have established electric 
works with the agreement that, under certain conditions, the muni- 
cipal authorities shall have the privilege of securing absolute con- 
trol and ownership by purchase: Altona, Dessau, Gera, Hagen, 
Heilbronn, Leipsic, Miilhausen, Stettin, and Zwickau, Of these 
cities, the gas works are under private control in Dessau, Hegen, 
Milhausen, and Zwickau. 


-ProposeD AMERICAN SAMPLE Room In LEIPsIc, 


In a report to the United States Government dated 9th January, 
last, Mr. Warner, American Consul at Leipsic, transmits a pro- 
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position for the establishment of a “ Musterlager,” or sample room 
in Leipsic. He says:— 

“To properly inaugurave such an exhibition in a suitable loca- 
tion, with ample room, the following is a fair estimate of what the 
running expenses would be per annum :— 


Rent for display space - - - £120 
Clerk hire - - - - 200 
Office fixtures - - - - - 40 


“Some of the items included in the incidentals are taxes, license, 
stationery, lights, water, etc. 

“Though the advantages of the Musterlager can readily be seer, 
the practicability of such a venture must be ascertained, to some 
degree of certainty, before active steps are taken for its establish- 
ment. 

“Tt is not my idea that the Department should defray any of 
the expenses of such an institution, but that each American 
exhibitor would be charged a stated sum for having his goods 
displayed, and that a commission would be retained on all sales 
made, I being responsible for the expenses of the exhibition. I 
would, of course, want to be reasonably asstired of the success of 
the plan before entering into any contracts. 

“Leipsic, apart from being the third largest city in Germany, is 
the most centrally located, and is the place of frequent gatherings 
of merchants from all over the Empire, as well as from the largest 
European cities. 

‘The extent of the Musterlager will be limited, the idea being 
to furnish quarters where German merchants and visitors may have 
an opportunity of personally inspecting articles of our manufacture. 

“ The display rooms will have no personal connection with the 
Consulate, but will be under the personal direction of the Consul, 
although in charge of another official who will furnish information 
as to the cost, quality, grade, etc., of the various articles displayed. 

“It is hoped that the establishment of such an institution will 
pw weary trade along many lines in which the Germans are 

cient,” 


PRopUCTION oF CoAL IN SPAIN. 


The “ Revista Minera,” estimates the production of coal in 
Spain as follows, in metric tons : 


1896. 1897. Increase. 

Coal - - 1,852,947 1,883,500 30,553 
Lignite - - - - 55,413 55,900 487 
Total - 1,908,360 1,939,400 31,040 


The chief production was from the mines of the Asturias, which 
turned out 1,168,000 tons of coal in 1897. 
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New S.S. Lint Between Unitep States CHILIAN Coast. 


The “ Chilian Times” reports that notices have been received 
from America that a new line of steamships has been established 
to run between Philadelphia and the ports of the Pacific. The 
first steamer, the Ohio, left in the middle of January last. The 
new company will vrade under the title of “ The States Steamships 
Company,” and has been organised under the laws of the State of 
New Jersey, with a capital of seven thousand dollars, the president 
of the company being Mr. Charles Cramp, head of the famed 
Cramp Shipbuilding Yard, of Philadelphia. The steamships already 
acquired by the company are :—Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Cone- 
maugh, and Pennsylvania. These vessels are intended to navigate 
the Pacific from San Francisco until Alaska. But if they receive 
sufficient support, some of them will run between Buenos Ayres, 
Santos, Rio de Janeiro, Pernambuco, Para, and Philadelphia or 


New York. 


RussiaAN CONTRACTS IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The “Iron Age” is officially advised by the Carnegie Steel 
Company, Limited, of Pittsburg, that on Saturday, February 12, 
they received a contract from the Russian Government for the 
armour plate for two gun-boats. Considerable tonnage is involved, 
and the price is said to approximate very close to 500 dols. a ton. 
This is stated to be the third or fourth order for armour plate 
received by the Carnegie Steel Company for shipment to Russia. 


MEXICAN TELEGRAPH SERVICE. 


Mr. Donnelly, United States Consul-General at Nuevo Laredo, 
in a report to his Government on the Mexican telegraph service 
says 
mr An interesting phase of Government ownership of public 
utilities is being presented in Mexico, where the Government 
operates a telegraph line of its own in competition with the lines 
of the several railroads. Advocates of Government ownership 
would doubtless expect the Government service to be the cheapest 
and the best. Such, however, is not the case. The railroads give 
the promptest service and generally at lower rates. The following 
table shows the Government and railroad telegraph rates on ten 
words from Nuevo Laredo to the cities named :— 


Government Railroad 
Nuevo Laredo to— 
dols dols 
Monterey - - - - 0.40 0.26 
Saltillo - - - - - .60 51 
San Luis Potosi - - . - - . 1.20 1.16 
Mexico City - - - 1,60 1.61 


“ As a natural consequence, the railroads have done the great 
bulk of telegraph business, hoth foreign and domestic,” 
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Consul-General Donnelly, however, states that by a recent 
arrangement entered into by the Government with the Western 
Unioa Telegraph Company, of the United States, the latter 
company cedes to the Government the sole right of the company’s 
Mexican business, and the Western Union, in return, obtains the 
business of the federal telegraph line. The Government has also 
issue] an order prohibiting the railroads from handling any 
international messages. The effect of this will probably be to 
deprive the railroads of considerable business, and to give the 
Western Union Company control of the international telegraph 
service. 


PuPULATION OF MEXICO. 


It appears from the “Journal de la Societé de Statistique 
de Paris,” that there has never been any regular census of the 
population in Mexico. According, however, to calculations 
made at different intervals, and without distinguishing sex, the 
following table shows approximately the population of Mexico at 


various times during the last hundred years :— 
YEARS. No. 


1895 ... 19,542,057 


WorK ON THE PANAMA CANAL. 


The United States Consul at Colon reports to his Government 
under date of February 3, 1898, the completion of the La Boca 
dock, the Pacific terminus of the Panama Canal. The real im- 
portance of the work at La Boca, says the Consul, remains to be 
demonstrated. The tide fluctuation at Panama amouuts to over 
25 feet, and at the lowest ebb the bottom of the sea is exposed for 
a mile or more from the shore. As to whether or not vessels will 
venture to use the La Boca dock, time alone will prove. He con- 
tinues : 

‘“T have heard the opinion expressed that the dock will prove to 
be a complete success. On the other hand, I have heard it even 
more confidently stated that this is only another example of the 
waste which has characterised the management of this apparently 
simple undertaking. Tio one travelling across the Isthmus it 
appears that there can be no obstacle to the completion of the 
canal, which money, honestly used, engineering skill, and common 
sense can not easily overcome. The land is mostly level, the 
highest point being little over 306 feet above the sea. The dis- 
tance is only about 45 miles. The freshets of the river Chagres 
appear to be the only difficulty, and it appears that provision for 
the storage or escape of such water can be made.” 


4 
J 
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Exports OF VENEZUELAN COFFEE. 


According to a report of the Italian Consul at Maracaibo the 
amount of coffee exported from that port during the last 5 years 
has been as follows :-— 


1893 - - - - Kilogs 23,108,000 
1896 - - 28,210,000 
1897 25,455,000 
Total for 5 years - - Kilogs 124,107,000 


Lbs. 273,037,000 


RAILWAYS IN ARGENTINA. 


The “ Railway Age’’ publishes the following as “approximate 
returns for the railways of Argentina for the year 1897. There are 
four government owned lines, with an aggregate mileage of 1,824 
kilometres. One of these earned a profit of 254,251 dols. The 
other three operated at a loss of 635,348 dols. The net loss on the . 
governmeut lines therefore was 380,197 dols. or 208 dols. a 
kilometre. There are also 11 companies operating private lines 
without guarantees, aggregating 10,170 kilometres. Only one | 
shows a loss (of 48,151 dols.), and the other ten earned a profit of 
32,095,925 dols., being a net profit of 32,047,774 dols., or 3,151 
dols. a kilometre. 


THE SIBERIAN RaAILway. 


According to a report in the “ Manufacturer” on the Siberian 
line, 5,000 miles of steel rails have been laid already at a cost of 
350,000,000 roubies. July 1, 1904, it is thought, will see loco- 
motives running from the shores of the North to those of the 
Japan Sea, Within 18 months trains are to run over the Siberian 
road to the Amoor River. Thence, by fast steamer, passengers, 
post parcels, and freight are to be pushed on to Chaborowka ; 
thence, in 18 hours, over the South Russian section of the Siberian 
road, to Vladivostock, making the distance from London to the 
most important harbour of the Japan Sea 174 days. It is esti- 
mated that when the road is in working order, after the tirst few 
years, and lhigh rates uf speed across Siberia are attained, the entire 
trip will be made in nine Gays and two hours. ’ 

The new line through Manchuria, for which Russia has obtained 
a concession from China, will materially shorten the journey. The 
new line begins at the Qnon Station of the Transbaikal Railroad 
and will cross the Chinese frontier near the town of Staro- 
Zurukhait ; it will run in Manchuria toward the towns of Cicakar ' 
(Tsitsikar), Khu-lan-Chen, and Ning-tu, and connect with the | 
Nikolsk Station of the South Ussuri Railroad. The total length ’ 
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of the Manchuria Railway will be 1,920 versts (1,273 miles), of 
which 1,425 versts (945 miles) will be in Chinese territory. 
According to the original survey of the Siberian line, the length 
of the road between the stations Onon and Nikolsk will be 
2,334 versts (1,614 miles); consequently, the course through 
Manchuria will shorten the Siberian Railway 514  versts 
(341 miles). Besides, the Manchuria line will go more to the 
south than the former Amoor direction (the distance in some parts 
being 600 versts— 398 miles) through a country of better climate, 
with more productive soil. It will also cross the fruitful valley of the 
River Sungari, which supplies the Amoor region with bread. Tn 
genera!, Northern Manckuria, which the new line will cross in the 
middle, possesses natural wealth. It is rich in iron ore, and not 
long ago, work on gold mines was begun. On the line ‘itself and 
its ‘Tegion in Manchuria are several large commercial centres, 


Corron SPINNING IN CENTRAL CHINA. 


The following table showing the present status of the cotton 
spinning industry in Central China, is taken from the “ North 
China Herald,” of Jan. 28th last :— 


Spindles. 
Mills in Shanghai. Projected. Running. 
No. No. 
The Ewo Cotton Spinning and Weaving Co., Ld. 100,000 29,600 
The Laou Kung Mow Cotton ene! and . 

Weaving Co., Ld. - 25,000 25,000 
The International Cotton Manufacturing Co., La. 45.000 34,000 
The Soy Ckee Cotton Spinning Co., Ld. - - 40,040 40,040 
The Hua inane Chang Cotton Cloth and 

Yarn C 65,000 62,900 
The Ta Sheng Chong Cotton Cloth and Yarn Co. | 25,000 25,900 
The Yah Loong Cotton Spinning Co., L*, - - 20,C00 16,030 
The Chinese New Cotton Spinning Co. | 15,090 15,099 
The Yu Yuen Cotton Mill - - . - | 40,020 40,020 

Mills at Outports, etc. 375,060 289,660 
Tung Kau Yuen Mill, Ningpo_- - - - 10,000 10,000 
Hupeh Government Cotton Mill - - - - 30,000 30,090 
Wuchang Cotton Mill - - - - - - 50,000 20,000 
Soochow Cotton Mill - - - - - - 30,000 18,200 
Wasieh Cotton Mill - - - - - “ 10,192 10,192 
Hangchow Cotton Mill - - - 20,600 
Total in Central China - - 525,252 378,052 


JAPANESE SILK Goops IN EUROPE, 


The United States Consul at St. Gall reports to his 
Government under date of 2nd February last, on the Japanese 
silk trade in Europe, in which he states that European 
countries interested in the silk-goods industry are disturbed 


| 
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over the present development and future prospec:s of the 
Japanese silk trade in the markets of the world, and Switzerland is 
as deeply interested in the subject as any other country. To add 
to the discomfort of Japanese competition, Europe is now con- 
fronted with the new conditions in the United States under the 
tariff of 1897. 

The silk manufacturers of Europe have been watching develop- 
ments and studying statistics, aud the result has brought them 
face to face with the ominous fact that a cloud has risen in the 
Orient, that may result in a storm of competition boding no 
cood to the silk industry of Europe, or America, for that matter. 
‘The silk men of Europe know that in 1886 Japan exported only 
644,616/. worth of pure silk goods, but then in 1896 Japan 
exported 4,774,253/. worth, and also increased her export of mixed 
silk goods from 286,661/. worth in 1886 to 1,145,8332. worth in 
1896. As they contemplate this startling increase, they remember 
that nearly all these goods were the product of hand labour, and 
they reason that if Japan can increase her foreign silk trade so 
rapidly with hand-made goods in direct competition with 
European machine made goods, what will be the result when the very 
best of modern machinery has been introduced into that Empire 
and is operated by its cheap and clever labour. 

Switzerland has, with the rest of the European countries, already 
felt the effect of the Japanese invasion of the continental markets, 
as well as the new tariff conditions existing in the United States, 
and her silk manufacturers are now making extra and persistent 
efforts to extend their sales in Austria, Germany and France, with 
the best apparent results, especially in the latter country, as the 
following statistics will prove : 

In 1895 France exported to Switzerland 344,551. worth of silk 
goods and received from Switzerland 468,750/. worth. In 1897 
France exported to Switzerland 240,385/, worth—a loss of 104,166. 
as compared with 1895—and received therefrom 697,115/. worth, 
making an increase of 228,565], as compared with 1895. 

While the new tariff in the United States has checked the Swiss 
silk trade in that direction, it has not dismayed the Swiss manu- 
facturer ; neither has the Japanese competition, for the Swiss are 
a clever and industrious people, who do not let opportunities pass 
unnoticed. Already some of them are interested in the Japanese 
industry, and have secured building sites in the United 
States, where they are erecting large silk mills for the purpose of 
holding and extending their American trade.” 

In conclusion, the Consul adds :— 

“The European manufacturers see only two ways out of the 
dilemma: (1) to build factories in Japan -and America, and (2) 
to erect tariff barriers that will amply protect them from their 
foreign industrial foes. The former plan will meet with the most 
favour among the silk capitalists of Europe, and will probably be 
generally adopted in due course of time.” 
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Tospacco TRADE OF JAPAN, 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” publishes the following particulars 
as to the trade in tobacco in Japan for the last four years :— 


[ April 1898. 


Exports, 
1s97. | 1896. 1895. 1894. 
Yen. Yen. 
Tobacco leaf - - | 104,665 | 151,588 | 216,613 | 259,675 
Cigarettes - - 221,611 | 81,937 115,760 56,877 
Other kinds - - - 21,169 21,858 57,070 31,722 
Total - - - 357,449 | 254,383 379,743 348.274 
IMPORTS. 
em 1897. 1896. 1895. | 1894. 
Yen. Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Tobacco leaf . - - | 149,660 115,907 107,361 77,914 
Cut tobacco - - - - 112,365 113,164 62,796 57.000: 
Cigarettes - - - - | 1,001,553 574,235 303,871 232,344 
Other kinds - - - - 322,715 40,034 17,019 11,576 
Total - - - | 1,536,171 $43,340 591,047 378,384 


INSURANCE IN JAPAN. 


Of the profits realised by the various insurance companies in 
Tokyo and Osaka during the latter half of last year, the maximum 
rate is stated by the “ilochi” to be 30 per cent. aud the minimum 


8 per ceut. The following are the details :— 


| Profit for the a 

Paid-up capital. | latier ralf of last | “&" 

per 

cent 

Ten. Yen. 

Japan MarineandLand - -~— - 750,000 142,146 8 
Imperial Life - - - 250 000 426,470 24 
Meiji Life - - - - 100,000 289,662 24 
Domestic Life - - - - 125,00 14£,000 8 
Imperial Marine - - . - - 750,000 147,670 lu 
125,000 220,828 10 
Osaka Fire - - - - - - 180,000 30,847 10 
Patriotic Life - - - - 750,010 7,463 
Japan Education - - - - 750,000 5,840 5 
Imperial Fire - - - . - 125,000 7,127 10 
Osaka Life - - - - 725,000 7,127 
Copp r Dealers’ Fire- - 20,000 4,830 80 
Japan Life - - - 7 - - 120,000 1,356,077 15 
Natio-al Defence Life 25,000 (uncertain) 


Insurance, in fact, is regarded as one of the most profitable 
undertakings in Japan. It was supposed by some that marine 
insurance enterprises in Japan would be beset with serious diffi- 
culties, but the profits realised last year are so considerable as to 
warrant the stability of this business. 


| 

| 
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Tae Wueat Crops OF BENGAL. 

The following information concerning the wheat crops of Bengal 
for 1897-98 has been supplied to the Board of Trade by the India 
Office :—In previous years, only the principal wheat-growing 
districts furnished the department with returns of the wheat crop ; 
but, as all wheat-growing districts showed the area under wheat 
in their forecasts of the radi crop, it has been thought advisable 
to include their returns in the present note, so as to bring 
the figures in it into accordance with the figures which will 
appear in the rabi forecast to be issued by the department later 
in the year. 

The figures for normal area have been revised on the basis of 
the returns of actual cultivation submitted during the past five 
years. Further inquiries are being made with a view to ascertain- 
ing the correct figures to be given under this head. Where a 
cadastral survey has been completed for the whole of a district, 
the figures compiled in the course of that survey have been 


adopted. 
The column of remarks in the district returns shows 
that all the districts had sufficient rainfall during the 


season, except Murshidabad, Shadabad, and _ Balasore ; 
but even in these districts the outturn will not be materially 
affected by the deficiency. There was copious rainfall over the 
greater part of the province in September and October. This 
chiefly accounts for the larger area under wheat this year. 
December and January have been, however, practically rainless, 
and this may have a prejudicial effect on the outturn. There 
was no rain in the Patna Division in the months of November, 
December, and January ; while in the Bhayalpur Division there 
was only scanty rainfall in November, and no rainfall in December 
and January. As these are the chief wheat-growing divisions, 
the vondition just described will have considerable effect on the 
general outturn. 

The area sown this year (1,573,900 acres) is much larger 
than that sown last year (1,361,600 acres). The increase 
is 212,300 acres, or more than 15 per cent. over last 
year’s area. The wheat-growing area in the Patna Division is 
791,100 acres, or about one-half, and in the Bhagalpur Division 
409,000 acres, or about one-fourth of the whole wheat.growing 
area of these provinces. The only important wheat.growing 
districts in Lower Bengal are Murshidabad, Rajshahi, Nadia, and 
Rangpur, which show 150,500, 76,900, 31,400, and 30,700 acres, 
respectively, under this crop in the present year. 

From the district returns, it is seen that with the exception of 
Jessore, where the area under wheat is very small, all the districts 
expect at least a 10-anna crop; Champaran returns a bumper or 
20-anna crop ; 13 districts return an average of 16-anua crop; Patna 
andthe Sonthal Parganasreturn a 15-anna crop; the remaining 
districts return an outturn varying from 14 to 16 annas, | 
. Estimating by divisions, the Patna Division expects something 
over an average crop, the Bhagalpur Division a 15}-anna crop, and 
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the rest of the divisions together about a 13-anna crop. The 


general outturn may be estimated at 15 annas against 10 annas, the 
estimated outturn of last year. 


Fruit TRADE OF CaPE COLONY. 


The following tables, supplied to the Board of Trade by the 
Colonial Office, show the quantity and value of fruit imported 
into and exported from the Cape of Good Hope during the year 
ended 31st December, 1897. 


A. Return of Fruit Imported into Cape Colony during the year 
ended 31st December, 1897. 


Description and Countries whence imported. Quantity. Value. 
Dates. lbs. £ 
United Kingdom - - - 1,014,492 7,180 
Belgium - - 6,265 44. 
France - - - . - - 3 ~ 173 12 
Other Countries - - - 205 2 
Total | 1,023,738 7,267 
Dried Currants, Raisins and Figs. 
United Kingdom - - 829,933 8.643 
France - - - : 100 7 
7.341 68 
Holland - - = 1947 9 
United States (Atlantic Ports) - - - 10378 165 
Other Countries - - - = - - 64 
Total | 855,519 8,980 
Dried, other hinds. 
United Kingdom - - - « - ° 126,336 2,291 
615 
United States (Atlantic Ports) - - = - 271,588 4.507 
Do. (Pacific Ports) - - . 33,318 578 - 
Other Countries - -+- - - - - 86 3 
Total 489,250 8,657 
Fruit, Fresh. 
United Kingdom - - - 726 
Mauritius - - - 199 
Tasmania - - - - - 50 
Victoria - - - — 985 
Madeira - - - - 340 
United States (Atlantic Ports): - - -|* — 126 
Other Countries - - 5 
Total 12,591 
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B. Return of Fruit, the produce of Cape Colony, exported 
during the year ended 31st December, 1897 :— 


Description and Countries to which exported, Quantity. Value. 
Fruit Dried. lbs. £ 
Natal - - - - - 5,634 123 
German West Africa - - - - - 7,865 169 
Delagoa Bay - - - - - - + 750 13 
Other Countries - - - - - - 268 6 
Total 14,517 311* 
Fruit Fresh. 
United Kingdom - 6,093 
Natal - - - - é — 617 
German West Africa - - - - 17 
Other Countries - - - - 2 
_ Total 6,729¢ 


* Raisins, 71 per cent.; peaches, 10 per cent. ; others, 19 per cent. 
+ Grapes, 90 per cent. ; others, 10 per cent. 


REvENUE Returns oF Care CoLoxy. 


A communication dated March 14th last has been received from 
the Agent General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts 
from the “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,’ of February 

' 18th last, from which it appears that the total unaudited revenue, 
including railway receipts in the month of January last, was 
657,2401. as compared with 652,9781. in 1897. 

For the seven months, July to January, 1897-8, it amounted to 

3,950,295/., as compared with 4,288,206/ in 1896-7. 


AGRICULTURE IN QUEENSLAND. 


The official estimates published by the Queensland Department 
of Agriculture, according to the “ Journal of Commerce,” give 
the area under maize in that colony in 1897 as 112,000 acres, and 
the probable yield as 2,784,000 bushels, against 115,000 acres 
and a yield of 3,605,000 bushels in 1896 ; wheat, as 54,000 acres 
with a probable yield of 812,000 bushels, against 36,000 acres, 
and a yield of 601,000 bushels in 1896; sugar, 83,000 acres of 
-eane, for 105,000 tons of sugar, against 66,600 acres of cane ror 
100,000 vons of sugar crushed last year. 
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NATAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 


[April 1898, 


The following summary statement of particulars relative to the 
working of the Natal Government Railways has been received at 
the Board of Trade from the Colonial Oftice :— 


Summary of Gross Revenue and Gross Working Expenditure, 
together with particulars of Tonnage, Mileage, etc., for two periods 
of Twelve Months, ended 31st December, 1897-1896. 


| 
No. 
Revenue) - 1,030,171 
Parcels - - - 


Gross Revenue - - 
Receipts per Open Mile 


“Passengers (included in Gross 
_ Receipts per Train Mile : 


Gross Working Expenditure- —- 


~Expenses per Open Mile -~ - = 
Expenses per Train Mile 


Gross Tonnage (in which is in- 
cluded the undernoted) - Tons! 686,030 | 


Up-country Traffic - a 220,519 | 
Construction Traffic - re 13,116 | 
General Mineral Traffic 110,669 | 
Coal Traffic - - ren 180,570 | 
Miles Open - - -_ - Miles! 


Train Miles - - - a 


£ No. 
209,810 $98,259 
18,505 — 


2,502 


813,501 628,799 
618,726 257,810 
5,081 7,679 
5,486 70,374 
80,515 149,029 


402 
— 2,277,106 


£96,959 
697,860 
2,198 
4,155 
68,910 


-Notgs. 1, The Revenue has uecreased in comparison with the previous year 


by 7°46 per cent. 


2, The Working Expenditure has increased in comrarison with the 
previous year by 38:17 per cent. and includes £102,028 transferred 
from Capital to Revenue Account in respect of Relaying of Main 
Line in 1891-7 inclusive and minor additions and improvements 


to cope with increased traffic. 


8. The Balance available towards payment of Interest after deducting 
Gross Working Expenditure is £468,271 as compared with 


£714,224 for previous year. 


Customs REVENUE OF NEW ZEALAND. 


The “New Zealand Trade Review” states that the Customs 
‘receipts of the colony in the quarter and year ended 31st 
December last compare as follows with previous corresponding 


: periods :— 


1897. 


1896. 


Quarter ending 31st December ... £492,550 ... £464,331 
Year ended 31st December ... £1,912,160 ... £1,765,073 


The year’s total exceeds all previous records in New Zealand, 
and is 147,087/. above that for 1896. Wellington and Auckland 


| 1897. L 1896. 
£ 
213,343 
} 16,675 
1,051,359 — 1,136,214 
| 2,825 
8s. 8d. 9s. 1d. 
£ 
583,088 -- 421,990 
1,387 1,049 
As. 9d. 3s. 8d. 
| 
- 
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have the heaviest increase among the ports, the former with an 
improvement of 51,965/. and the latter with 46,3037. Auckland 
shows the largest total of the colony by over 47,0007. The years 
1894 and 1895 do not present quite a fair comparison, owing, 
firstly, to the contraction of imports that took place in those 
years, and secondly to the changes made in the tariff in 1895. 


FOREIGN TRADE OF New ZEALAND. 


According to figures published in the “New Zealand Trade 
Review,” the following table shows the values of imports into and 
exports from New Zealand during each of the last four years, 
distinguishing between the North and South Islands :— 


IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
1sy7, | 196. | 189. | 1804. | 1897. | 1996, | 1895. | 1691 
£ | £ £ £ £ £ 
North | 
_ Island ...| 4,334,623 | 3,846,620 | 3,852,009 | 3,144,681 | 4,912,105 | 4,532,702 | 3,920,301 | 4,621,821 
South 
Island ...| 3,560,342 | 3,154,619 | 2,736,599 | 2,819,062 | 4,822,224 | 4,757,142 | 4,597,410 | 4,601,862 
‘Specie 
(Colony) 61,022 | 101,926 | 284,176 | 797,843 275,771 21,198 32,105 9,497 
Parcel 
Post } 41,820 33,944 26,938 27,277 8,153 7,721 6,689 6,037 
(Colony) 
Total | | 
Coleny...| 8,047 812 | 7,137,109 | 6,399,722 | 6,788,863 | 10,018,253 | 9,318,763 | 8,656,505 | 9,239,277 
Total 
exclusive | 7,986,790 7,085,188 6,115,546 | 5,991,020 | 9,742,482 | 9,297,565 | 8,521,400 | 9,229,780 
peciz 
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XXIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, 


Birmingham.—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held 
on March 24th last, Mr. T. J. Walsh in the chair. Mr. Yates, who 
seconded the motion for the adoption of the report and balance- 
sheet speaking of the general question of foreign competition, said 
that English manufacturers were yreatly dependent upon the 
merchants. If the merchants, he asked, did not place before the 
manufacturers the requirements of foreign markets, how were the. 
manufacturers to know what was required? If any sugges- 
tion could be made by a merchant, he had no hesitation 
in saying the manufacturer would be willing to do anything to 
meet foreign competition. He could never believe that Great 
Britain would be content to take second position in the world, and 
all that was wanted was harmony between the merchant and 
manufacturer. 

A new member of the Chamber thought it should be the 
business of the Council to bring the merchant and the manufac- 
turer together for the general good of trade in Birmingham. The 
merchants had a very difficult task before them, for when they 
took an article to a manufacturer to make they were met by all 
sorts of obstacles, such as *‘Oh! that is not the running size,” or 
“ That is not the pattern we make.” The fact was they would 
not go to the trouble and expense of making anything a little out. 
of the ordinary; but in Germany it was different ; a merchant. 
could get anything made he wanted. Another question which 
demanded attention was that of price-lists. In Germany and 
America, when goods were sent abroad, there was a price-list made 
out, from which the buyer knew exactly what he had to pay in the 
current coin of the country, whilst the English trader contented 
himself by saying “‘ here’s the price in English shillings,” and the 
foreigner had to reckon up for himself the cost it would be to him. 

Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Council of this Chamber 
was held on 23rd March last, Mr. J. Holman (president) in the 
chair. A communication was 1ead from the Liverpool Chamber of 
Commerce, requesting the support of this Chamber to the following 
resolution :—‘‘ That this Chamber, believing the foreign bounties 
systems to be contrary to the principles of Free Trade, urges her 
Majesty’s Government to take effectual steps at the forthcoming 
European Conference to secure the abolition of foreign State 
hounties on sugar, in order to restore to our home and colonial 
industries the possibility of free competition in British markets, of 
which they have so long been unjustly deprived, by the operation 
of these bounties.” On the motion of Mr. Arthur Lee, seconded 
by Mr. John Mardon, it was resolved to refer the question to a 
meeting of the Council of the Chamber, and to invite repre- 
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sentatives of the sugar-refining and the allied trades to discuss the 
points, such meeting to be held after the annual meeting of the 
Chamber. 

Bradford. A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was held 
on 30th March last, Mr. H. Sutcliffe (president) in the chair. 

It appeared from the minutes read by the Secretary that the 
Wool Trade Section. the woolcombers who are members of the 
Chamber, and the Conditioning-house Committee of the City 
Council met on March 10th to consider the question of modifying 
the present system of ascertaining the quantity of oil, &c , in tops— 
Mr. Fawcett stated that the method adopted at the Conditioning- 
house differed from that adopted by the topmakers and wool- 
combers, and suggested that the Conditioning-house method should 
be made to correspond with that adopted by the trade generally.— 
After long discussion it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Smith 
Feather, seconded by Mr. Wade, that a committee, consisting of 

four topmakers, four woolcombers, and four members of the 
Conditioning-house Committee, should be appointed to consider 
the matter. 

A letter from the Board of Trade stated that the following ad 
valorem rates of import duty were leviable in Chile on woollen and 
worsted goods imported according to the tariff which came into 
force on January Ist, 1898 :—Ready-made clothing not otherwise 
specified, except that without stitching, 60 per cent. ; manufactured 
articles and textiles containing silk or its imitations, with the 
exception of ready-made clothing and of felt for men’s hats, 35 per 
cent.; articles manufactured of knitted textiles containing linen or 
wool and tricote, 35 per cent ; waist belts, straws, fine cashmere 
called Teraux, fringe, fine blankets (woollen or mixed with 
_ cotton), gloves, cuffs, and muffs, excepting fur, pouches, billiard 

table cloth, table covers, braces, carpeting except tapestry, 45 per 
cent. ; felt silk or mixed imitations for men’s hats and bands for 
hats, 15 per cent.; woollen or worsted yarns for weaving, pure or 
mixed, with other textile materials, free; other woollen manu- 
factures, 25 per cent.* 

Other matters referred to were commercial travellers in Denmark, 
commercial education, alleged false trade descriptions, &c., &c. 

Glasgow.—A meeting of the directors of this Chamber was held 
on 14th March last, Mr. J. Galloway, president, in the chair. 

The Secretary submitted a communication from the Liverpool 
‘Chamber of Commerce with reference to the proposed amendment 
of the Arbitration Act, 1889. 

The President explained that this was an English Act, and did 
not affect either Scotland or Ireland. The Chamber had ro direct 
interest in it. He thought that the secretary should be instructed 
toacknowledge the communication, and to state that, in view of 
the fact that the law does not apply to Scotland, the directors do 

‘not regard the matter as coming within the scope of their operation. 

This was agreed to. 

The President: gave notice of the following motion :—* That this 


* See pp 433, 434 of this issue. 
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Chamber, having regard to the enormous amount of property which 
would be unprotected on the shores of the Clyde within Garrioch- 
head should this country be involved in war with any maritime 
Power, beg earnestly to call the attention of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to the necessity of erecting fortifications on the island of 
Little Cumbrae and the opposite shore of the island of Bute for 
the protection of the same. 

Other matters referred to were the Tunis Convention, Sugar 
Bounties, the Paris Exhibition of 1900, etc., etc. 


Tlalifax—The Board of Trade have received a copy of the 
annual report of this Caamber for 1897. 


Leeds.—At the meeting of the Council of the Leeds Incor- 
porated Chamber of Commerce, on March 29th last, Mr. E. 
Matheson in the chair, a discussion took place upon the question 
of the Commercial Treaty with Germany, and the effect of the 
German Customs Tariif on the English woollen industry. 

Liverpool._—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Liver- 
pool Chamber of Commerce was held on March 30th last, Mr. 
F. C. Dawson, president, in the cheir. , 

The Commercial Law Cummittee reported tbat they had con- 
sidered the Light Dues Bill. Representatives of the shipping 
associations were invited to attend the meetings held to consider 
it, and the commitee agreed on the following points, viz :— 

(1) The committee to consider that the Bill is good as an 
instalment of what the shipowning community have long been 
asking for, and they therefore think it should not be defeated by 
any hostile amendments. 

(2) As the Bill deals with the question of the Light Dues in 
such a manner that it concerns ship and steamship owners princi- 
pally or solely, the committee have not furmulated any specific 
amendments thereto, as they understand that this will be done by 
the duly-qualified representatives of the shipping interests. 

(3) That no adeqnate reason has been given by Her Majesty’s 
Government why the Admiralty should not contribute to the 
general lighthouse fund for the use or benefit of the lights by the 
ships of Her Majesty’s Navy. 

(4) The committee suggest that provision should be made in 
the Bill for the reconstruction of the three lighthouse boards of 
the United Kingdom, in order that the shipping interest may have 
direct representation on the boards or on a united board. 

A resolution was moved and carried to the effect that in the 
opinion of the Chamber the provisions of the Corn Sales Bill 
would interfere with a long-established practice of the Liverpool 
corn trade, inasmuch as the cental or 100 lbs. weight had been 
adopted here as the unit of sale for 40 years past ; that this should 
be recognised in any alteration of the law, and that copies of this 
resolution be sent to Members of Parliament who are also members 

.of the Chamber, asking them to move an amendment or the with- 
drawal of the Bill. 

Sheffield—The Board of Trade have received the Report of the 
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Council of the Sheffield Chamber of Commerce presented at the 
forty-first annual general meeting. The Report reviews the 
condition of trade during the past year, and inter aha 
acknowledges the decision to separate cutlery and hardware, for 
the future, in the Board of Trade Returns. 

A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was held on 
the £9th March last, Mr. H. P. Marsh, President, in the chair. 
The deputation from Sheffield to the annual meeting of the 
Associated Chambers made a report of the business transacted, 
referring specially to the fact thet the Sheffield resolution in favour 
of searchers for novelty in the case of all patents was carried 
unanimously, The resolution of the London Chamber urging the 
passage of a Bill to amend the Merchandise Marks Act by 
exempting all goods in transit from any liability to search was, 
however, rejected. 

A letter from the Colonial Office was read calling attention to 
the fact that German cross-cut saw sets could be obtained in New 
Zealand at 15s. per dozen, whereas the British article could not be 
obtained under 24s. per dozen, with the result that the German 
article had superseded the English. The secretary was instructed 
to write to the Colonial Secretary pointing out that the trade in 
saw sets was one of very limited extent, aud therefore the matter 
was not of very great importance. 

A letter was read from the Spanish Chamber of Commerce in 
London stating that an exhibition, among other things of surgical 
and medical appliances, would be held at Madrid from April 10 to 
July 10. No charge would be made for space to exhibitors, goods 
to be exhibited would be imported free of Customs duties, and the 
railway companies would reduce rates of carriage ard fares 50 per 
cent. to exhibitors. 

Walsall—At the usual monthly meeting of this Chamber on 
28th March last, Mr. T. A. Smith, president, in the chair, the 
chief business was a discussion on the delays in goods train 
transits, and the great cost of heavy goods transit. 

The president also reported on the annual meeting of the 
Associated Chambers, and, towards the close of the meeting, read 
an application from the Walsall branch of the National Telephone 
Company to join theChamber. He said that a similar letter was 
considered at the meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce, 
and Chambers were advised not to admit them as members because 
they were trying to get on Councils of Chambers of Commerce all 
over the country for their own purposes. He should move that 
they be not elected. . 

This was seccnded, and carried unanimously. 
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XXIIL—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 
1. Parcel Post with Egypt. [C. 8728. Price 1d] 


This relates to additional Articles of Agreement between the 
British and Egyptian Post Offices concerning the exchange by 
parcel post of express parcels and parcels intended for delivery free 
of charge. 

The agreement provides that the Post Office of the United 
Kingdom and the Post Office of Egypt agree to admit to the 
Parcel Post between the two countries parcels to be delivered by 
special messenger and parcels to be delivered free of all charge, 

On these parcels, which shall be styled “ Express Parcels,” and 
shall be marked as such by the senders, an express delivery fee of 
5d., or 2 piastres, shall be payuble by the senders in addition to 
the postage. This fee shall be credited on the parcel bill to the 
Post Office of the country or destination. 

2. Convention between Great Britain and France, for the 
Exchange of Postal Parcels between Australia and France 
8717. Price 1d.] 

This Convention was sizned Decentber 1st, 1897, and ratifications 
were exchanged at Paris January 25th, 1898. By this 
Convention uninsured parcels may be forwarded under the 
denomination of postal parcels, viz :— 

From France and Algeria up to the weight of 5 kilos. 

From Australia for France and Algeria up to the weight of 
11 lbs. avoirdupois. 

Tae Postal Aiministrations of the two countries may hereafter, 
if their respective Regulations permit, agree upon the fees and 
conditions applicable to insured parcels, and parcels the value of 
which is to be collected on delivery. 

3. Ninth Annual Report of the Railway and Canal Com- 
mission, with Appendix. [C. 8788. Price 34d.] 

The Report states that jurisdiction has been conferred upon the 
Commissioners under the Railway and Canal Traffic Acts, by the 
Metropolitan Water Act of last Session to hear and determine a 
complaint made by any water consumer, or any local authority 
that any of the Metropolitan water companies has failed tv perform 
some statutory duty of the company. The Act gives also juris- 
diction to entertain a complaint as to the quantity or quality of 
the water supplied by any of the Metropolitan water companies for 
domestic use. 

Lists of the applications made to the Court, and of the cases 
heard and of the working agreements submitted for approyal, are 
given in the Appendix. 

4. Life Assurance Companies. |129. Price 2s. 24d.] 

This is a Return giving statements of account and of life 
assurance and annuity business and abstracts of actuarial 
reports deposited with the Board of Trade, under the Life 
Assurance Companies Act, 1870, during the year ended 31st 
December, 1897. 
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XXIV.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The Board of Trade have received, throuzh the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a telegram from Her Majesty’s 
Representative at Monte Video, reporting 24 hours’ observation 
on arrivals Rio Santos. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, « copy of a notice from the Governor of 
Barbados, declaring Pernambuco to be no longer infected with 
yellow fever and small-pox. 


XXV.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


INSUFFICIENTLY Pam Lerrers For PLACES ABROAD. 

The Postmaster-General is informed that, since the weight 
allowed for a postage of 1d. was raised to 4ozs. in the case of inland 
letters, there has been an increase in the number of letters for 
places abroad which have been posted insufficiently prepaid. 

Attention is therefore called to the fact that, as far as letters 
addressed to places abroad are concerned, no reduction of postage 
or increase of the weight allowed has taken place. 

The postage to be prepaid on such letters is still 2}d. per }oz. 

Maits For St. HELENA AND ASCENSION. 

The working of the mail service to and from the islands of St. 
Helena and Ascension during the next few months will be as 
follows :— 


OUTWARD HOMEWARD 

Arrive at 
Leave Arrive at Leave jad read Arrive in 

about about § y about 

about 

— 15th April 18th April 2nd May 
Morning 28rd April 9th May | 17th May 19th May Ist June 
Morning 21st May 6th June | 14th June 16th June 29th June 
Morning 18th June 4th July | 12thJuly | 14th July 27th July 
Morning 16th July Ist Aug. 9th Aug. llth Aug. 24th Aug. 
Morning 13th Aug. 29th Aug. | 6th Sept. 8th Sept. 21st Sept. 
Morning 10th Sept. 26thSept. | 4th Oct. 6th Oct. 19th Oct. 


Mails from this country for Ascension are left on the outward 
voyage at St. Helena, where they are transferred to the next 
homeward bound packet for conveyance to Ascension. Thus, 
mails despatched from London on the dates shown above in the 
first column should arrive at Ascension on or about the dates 
shown in the fourth column. 

In the homeward direction the actual dates of sailing and 
arrival cannot be absolutely guaranteed ; but the dates given in 
the foregoing table will be adhered to as closely as possible. 

Parcel mails will be made up on the afternoon of the 21st of 
April, the 19th of May, the 16th of June, the 14th of July, the 
lith of August, and the 8th of September. 
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XXVI.—STATISTICAL TABLES, 


I—ForrIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
STATEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
UniTe> Kincpom during the Month and Three Months ended 31st. 
March, 1898, compared with the corresponding periods of the 


year 1897, 
Month ENDED 31st Marcu. 


I. Imports FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH PossEssIoNns, 


Month ended 
March. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1897. 
£ 2 
I. Animals, living (for food) - 7 955,015 853,742 101,273 as 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free . ° - - - | 14,894,777 | 12,547,692 2,347,085 — 
(B ) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - - - 9,249,194 | 2,353,448 111,324 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 378,845 358,198 20,647 
III. Metals - - - - - | 2,053,968 2,060,013 oe 6,105 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs and tanning 
substances 7 - - - 751,784 1,012,437 _ 260,653 
V. Oils - -| 681,652 476,778 204,874 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 7,737,056 7,587,037 150,019 wile 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufacturcs - 3,635,334 3,381,380 253,954 = 
VIII. Manvfactured articles - - - | 8,543,589 8,587,313 6,276 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articlet - 1,397,628 | 1,412,210 one 14,582 
(B.) Parcel post - - - - 141,117 74,866 66,251 aoe 
Totalvalue - - - -| 43,419,699 | 40,655,114 | 2,757,715 di 


II. Exports oF BririsH AND PropUcE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ 2 & 
I. Animals, living - - 96,199 86,991 9,208 = 
Il. Articles of food and drink - 819,210 910,986 _- 91,776 
Ill. Raw materials - - ° -| 1,669,560 1,656,978 12,582 ie 
IV. Articles manufactu ed and partly 
mabufactvred, viz. :— - 
(A.) Yarnsand textile fabrics - 8,868,694 9,077,460 208,766 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 2,921,031 3,169,955 = 248,924 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 1,627,622 1,661,820 — 134,198 
(D.) Appareland articles of personal use 828,566 898,238 _ 69,672 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal prepaiations - - 855,535 930,096 — 74,561 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured -| 3,073,276 3,073,757 _ 481 
(G.) Parcel post - - - - 174,172 180,988 — 6,816 
Total Value - - -| 20,833,865 | 21,647,269 _ 813,404 


IIT. Exeorts oF FoREIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


2 
Total Value - - - - | 5,100,574 


2 
5,270,853 | — 170,279 
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L—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.—Con. 
THREE MONTHS ENDED 31st MARCH. 


I. Imports FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH PossESSIONS. 


Three Months ended 
3lst March. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1298, 1897. 
£ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - | 2,634,216 | 2,319,200 815,016 _ 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - | 39,763,210 | 36,255,785 | 3,507,4f5 - 
(B) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - 6,556,388 | 6,255,408 300 980 
Tobacco, dutiable - - - | 1,036,527 | 1021,154 15,373 _ 
Ill. Metals - - - - - | 5,477,987 | 5,468,361 9,626 _ 
IV and tanning 
substa - - | 1,813,741 | 2,258,858 _ 445,117 
V. Oils - : - - - - | 2,048,469 | 1,790.635 257,834 _ 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 23,262,801 | 27,245,018 onl 3,982,217 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
aud manufactures = - 9,898,097 | 9,416,882 476,215 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - - | 22,199,857 | 21,586,075 613,782 _ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles = - - | 4,001,788 3,723,103 278,635 
(B.) Parcel post - - - - 411,178 293,384 117,794 _ 
Total Value - - - - | 119,099,209] 117,633,863 | 1,465,346 — 


II. Exports oF BRITISH AND IRISH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living - - | 261,255 214,087 47,168 ~_ 
IL. Articles of food and drink - - | 2,428,502 | 2,547,535 — 119,083 
III. Raw materials - 4,554,243 4,352,677 201,566 = 


| 

IV. Ariicles manufactured and oie | 

manufactured, viz :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - 25,416,660 | 25,940,607 _ 523,947 

(B.) Metals and articles manufactured od | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


therefrom (except machinery) 8,059,973 8,247,306 - 187333 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 3,611,179 | 4,387,690 and 776,511 
) and articles of personal 

2,443,053 | 2 699,902 256,849 
a: ) TS and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - - | 2,280,693 2,403,888 —_ 123,195 


(F.) All other articles, ethrr manu- 
tactured or partly manufactured - 


(G.) Parcel post - - - 


8,143,571 8,009,737 133,834 = 
507,989 494,758 13,231 —~ 


57,707,118 | 459,298,187 1,591,069 


Total value - - - 


III. Exports oF ForeIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


£ £ 2 
Total value - - - | 15,110,772 | 4,649,976 | 4€0,796 _ 
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IL—Corn PRIcEs. 


{Ap.il 1898. 


RETvRN of the QUANTITIES SOLD and AVERAGE PRICES OF BRITISH 
Corn, IMPERIAL MEASURE, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the undermentioned periods. 


Periods. | Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
\ 
| Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus.| Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 5th March, 1898 ° 52,833 1 44.953 6 17,289 7 
» 12h , ” -| 52,875 1 36,839 1 14,665 6 
a a » «| 51,984 5 | 29,480 5 15,775 3 
» %h , » -| 50,181 3 | 22,983 1 11,610 2 
March, 1898 . 7 - | 207,824 2 | 134,256 5 59,341 2 
Corresponding month in 1897 - | 196,014 4 | 121,222 7 56,917 3 
= * 1896 - | 133,541 1 170,204 3 68,692 2 
Average Prices. 
| 
| 
Week ended 5th March, 1898 — - 35 10 28 0 17 11 
35 8 27 10 17 9 
35 6 28 0 17 10 
35 4 | 28 6 17 8 
March, 1898 - - “| e's 28 1 i7 9 
February, 1898 85 1 a7 9 | 17 (7 
January 5, - - 
December, 1897 - 33 1 26 3 16 9 
November .,, - 33 9 26 3 16s 
October 4 - -| 28 4 16 1 
September ,, . - 2 33 7 27 11 16 11 
August 30 3 7 17 7 
July ” - 27 9 18 O 18 8 
June 27 8 21 8 18 0 
May 28 0 20 7 17 
April ” - 27 aa 1 16 4 
March, 1897 - 22 9 16 2 
» 1896 al 3 13 7 
» 1895 -| 19 11 al 3 13 10 
» 1894 - - #4 27 2 18 2 


3 
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1898, 


RETURN of the NumBrRS, NATIONALITIES, and DxSTINATIONS of the 
PASSENGERS that left the UNrirep Kinepom for PLACES out of 
EvRoPE during the Month ended 31st March, 1898, and the 
Three Months ended 31st March, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


Total 
United [British N.| Austral-| of | All corve- 
n ritis. ustral-| 0) 
Nationalities. States. | America.| asia. |Hope and Fad Total. | spoading 
Natal. month, 
1897. 
Month ended 3lst March. 
English -| 2,845 1,389 634 | 1,153 626 | 6,647 64567 
®eotch -| 658 120 16 227 86 1,165 1,077 
irish - 20s 66 53 81 29 | 2,300 1,974 
— 6572 | 1,575 763 | 1,461 mi | 10,112 | 
Foreigners - 4,695 197 2 450 81 6,025 5,166 
Ji 
16 1 1 193 211 | 251 
Total - “| 10,983 2,373 766 1,911 1,015 | 16,348 | 15,035 
Total 
onding 1,218 15,035 
onth, 1897 - 9,003 2,017 844 1,953 
Three Months ended 3lst Marcb. 
English - -| 7,053 | 2,362 | 1,897 | 3,461 2,229 | 16,992 | i7,614 
Scotch ° -| 1,300 170 252 892 349 2,963 2,342 
Trish - -| 8,295 102 132 307 58 3,894 3,429 
Toms if British 11,648 2,624 2,281 4,660 2,636 | 23,849 | 23,385 
Foreigners - -| 8,618 1,461 29 1,247 300 | 11,655 | 10,127 
ast 65 20 2 132 819 781 
Total - -| 20,331 4,105 2,312 5,907 38,668 36,323 34,287 
Total for corre- 
sponding } 17,604 3,309 2,459 6,915 4,000 34,287 oe 
months, 1897 


Norz.—The abo being wade up the ble date after 
menth, are subject to exrrection the Annual Returns. pense after the close of each 


| 
— 
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IV.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION—MakcH, 1898. 


Return of the NuMBER of ALIENS that arrived from the CONTINENT at Ports + in the 
Untrep Kinepom during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March, 
1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the ALIEN LisTs received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sect. 2.) 


Gothenburg, 
Hambu Rotterdam, x0 Other 
Bremen, Amsterdam, Dieppe. Continental Total 
Bremerhaven, | and Antwerp. Christi 7d. Poxcts. 
1898. |e. | 1858. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898, | 1897, 
Month ended 31st March. 
route to America or other, | | 
eee out of the United | | | | | 
ingdom :* | | | | | 
Arrived at London 1,15; 871 178 | 259 60 ; 168 —-|- | 232 | 1,671 
Grimsby - 96 | 84 87 — | 1 45 | 90 | 263 
» Hull - - 88) 77; 105| 140 177 93 516 | 399 
» ynePorts-| 37; 12, 95! @1| 253; 237; — | — | 192! 
Leith- 70 46 1 6| — | —] ~ 8 4 191} 119 
Newhaven — | — 232, 995 932 | 995 
»  Otherports- 73! 44| 92) | — | 299) 236, 481| 433 
Total - 1.454 1,133, 530) 570 548 | 932/996 1,002 1,032 34,578 | 
Aliens en route to America | | 
or other places out of the | 
United Kingdom : | | | | 
ArrivedatGrimsby - 9 67 41) 217) 477° 731) — | — TL | 53! 598] 968 
257 
ull - -| 231; 140 — | 1.041) 905) — 803 | 830 2,081 | 1,875 
” Leith - | 3) — | — 8 23 38 
Other Ports- 198 | 1 32 40 68 26 — | 546 1,054 615 
Total - - 1,558 1,705] 25 | 1692 1,458 4,022 | 3,753 
Total of Aliens en route | | | aaa 
and of Aliens not stated ) | 
to been routeto Amer- 42121 1,609 603 682 2,128 2.953 958 936 2,784) 2484 8,028 
ica er other places out of | | | 


the United Kingdom ; *- | | 


Three Months ended 31st Marci. 

| 


Aliens not stated to be en 

route t >» America >r other, 

lace. oit af the United 


Lotal No. 3,400 2,573 , 1,280 1149 1,52) | 1,850 1,874 | 2,101 | %,€07 2,370 |:10 +9,562 
Aliens ex route » America | | 
or other places »ut of th: | 


United Kingdom : . 
No. - 1,185 | 1,127 188 270 2,389/ 9128 — | 2,904) 2,437 | 6,692 | 5,968 


To tal of Aliens ex route and | 
of Aliens not stated to be, H 
en route to america or -4,585 3,700  1,4€8 1,419, 3,909] 3,478 1,909 | 2,101 | 5,511 4,816 |:17,373 | 715,514 
other places out of the | | 
United Kingdom : * | 


| 


* The déstinction mde in this Return between “ Alievs nct stated to be en route to Ameria, cr uther places out 
of the United Kingdom,” and “Aliens en route to America, &c.,” is due to the fact that a ives nunviber of Aliens 
who arrive from Uoutinental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United ot m, and it # 
considered desiravle to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the “ Aliens not stated to be en route 
to America, &c” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from 
this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual 
Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 165, Sess. 1897, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgew, 
Goole. arangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middles- 
brough Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Sunderland, ad West Uartlepoel. 
The li: ts received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and . 
peFsons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdem not en route to 
places out of the United Kingdom in the month of March, 1898, was 1,285, and 978 in the same month of 1897; ia 
the three months ended March, 1898, the number was 2,940,‘and in the same months of 1897 the number was 2,543. 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


t 
Number of RecErvinc OrpErs GAZETTED in the under-mentioned 
' Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 
Three Months 
March. ended March. 
, 1898. 1897. 1898. 1897. 
ie No. No. No. No. 
897, Total gazetted - - 401 413 1,071 | 1,085 
vo Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Grocers, &c. - 26 21 75 66 
Builders - 20 23 58 55 
on Publicans and hotel keepers, &e. - 19 22 57 63 
263 Farmers - : 14 28 54 84 
399 Bakers - - - - - 17 8 42 28 
4 Butchers - 15 19 38 43 
a Boot and shoo manufacturers and 
423 dealers 11 41 31 4h 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &e ll 9 26 20 
= Agents, commission and general - 10 2 22 11 
Fishmongers, poulterers,&c. - - 8 4 20 10 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - - 6 3 21 16 
erks, commercial an - 12 
Confectioners - 7 5 16 9 
15 Tebacccnists, &c. 5 4 18 9 
—_ Travellers, commercial, &c. - . 2 5 12 10 
58 Jewellers, watebmakers, importers, 
= silversmiths, &c. ~ 3 3 12 7 
Coal and coke merchente and doulas ° 5 5 12 18 
24 Furniture dealers and makers - - 3 4 1l 13 
_ Carpenters and joiners - - ° 2 4 10 13 
= Auctioneers 2 6 10 9 
Corn, flour, seed, hey, and straw 
~ merchants and dealers - - 5 3 10 5 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 4 2 9 4 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 4 4 9 7 
52 Dairymen, cowkeepers, 1 _ 8 2 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers - 8 3 8 11 
Solicitors 4 6 8 13 
Curriers, tanners,and lesther merchants 4 2 8 5 
vate Hairdressers - - 2 4 7 6 
fronmongers - - - - 4 1 7 6 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 4 3 
Printers and publishers - 5 7 3 
General dealers - 2 6 6 
¥ Officers in Army - - 2 2 6 4 
Schoolmasters and sthoolmistresses | - 2 a 6 6 
“ China, glass, and earthenware, &e., 
8 dealers 2 2 6 8 
te Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house 
mt eepers 4 5 6 6 
Directors and promoters of publie 
companies - - 4 6 
Merchants - 6 1 6 5 
Provision merchanta, &c. 5 5 11 
i Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - 1 _— 5 2 
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March, 


Three Months 
ended March. 


1898, 


| 
1897. 


1898. 


1897. 


Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations—cont. : 

Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
hauliers 

Milliners, dressmakers, 

Contractors - 

Stationers 

Millers - 

Cattle and pig dealers - - 

Carriage, &., builders - 

Timber merchants and wood dealers - 

Fishing smack owners, and 
masters - 

Gardeners, - - 

Architects and aes -~ 

Wheelwrights - 

Chemists, druggiets, ‘and chemica 
manufacturers 

Brokers, stock and share - 

Engineers and — &e. - 

Hoosiers, 

Wine an ee merchante, &e. 

Lodging-house keepers - - 

Stone, marble and monumental masons 


me | ww bo bo 


RAAwWWNAS 


VI.—Export oF Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


RETURN of the NuMBER of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Three Months ended 31st 
March, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 


Year 1897. 
Three Months 
March. ended March. 
Animals. 
1898. | 1897. | 1898, | ;1897. 
No, No. No. No. 
Cattle - 46,936 | 40,575 | 138,852 | 115,386 
Sheep - | 12,526] 9,023| 46,018 | 35,239 
Swine - - - - - 59,060 | 60,223 | 208,990 | 212,881 
Goats - 224 105 233 133 
Horses - - - - - 2,384 2,709 7,273 6,966 
Mules or Jennets - - - - 1 1 5 3 
Asses - - 74 147 99 174 
Total - - 121,205 | 112,783 | 401,470 | 370,282 
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VII.—Fisuery STaTisTics—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
S1ATEMENT of the ToraL QuaANTITY and VALUE of the FisH returned as 
landed on the ENGLisH and WELsuH Coasts from the fishing grounds 
during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March, 1898 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1897. 


| Three Months ended . 
1898, 1898. | 1807 
QUANTITY. 
Cwt« Cwts. Cwta. | Cwts 
Brill 1,575 1,344 4,885 | 4,246 
Soles - 6,021 6.149 19.372 | 19,202 
Turbot 5,183 4,877 15.839 | 15,317 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 1,623 1,093 6,094 4,406 
Total prime fish 14,107 13,463 46,190 43,171 - 
i 60,779 61,032 147,453 141,775 
Haddock 223,410 213,311 663.1 602,131 
Hake - 5,357 12,669 6 
Halibut 3,651 4,387 6,926 7,105 
Herrings - - . - 25,579 21,565 40.362 ¥ 
Ling - - 9,688 41.346 26,776 
Mackerel 3, 19,87 6,632 
Pilchards 294 125 4,749 1 
Plaice - - 44,714 50,379 148,323 141,734 
Fish not ately distinguished, 
sh not separate stinguishe 
7 d, 94,505 81,095 971,068 | 234,431 
Total 493,945 477,705 || 1,407,254 | 1,293,961 
8h Il fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs 388 701 358,576 || 1,006,058 500,157 
Lobsters £1,797 18,909 61,023 39,247 
Oysters - - - - | 2,502,000 | 3,502,000 7,747.000 | 9,480,000 
Cwir, Cwts. Cwts Cwts. 
Other shell fish : - - 47,593 45,388 141,618 | 110,911 
| 
VaLvuE. 
| 
Bill - 5 4,540 || 14,763 12,912 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 8,791 car 18170 12,909 
Total prime fish = - . 80,594 79.821 242,954 | 297,802 
Huidock 157.691 147,349 460,874 416,080 
ake - 5 711 1,802 12,804 
Halibut : = - 11,397 12,137 21,060 19,842 
Herrings 1,726 5,756 12,373 9,571 
Ving - 11,277 5,888 27,232 16,618 
Mackerel 4,760 20,453 8,68) 24,189 
Pi'chards - - - - 64 29 799 1 
Plaice - - 64.650 68,286 909.219 194,857 
not separate! distin uished 9,085 vested 
except shell fish 67,595 61,247 192,167 174,955 
Total - | 456,528 | 445,303 | 1,801,176 | 1,192,792 
ra : 3,917 3,687 9,099 5,376 
Other shell fish - - - By 583 26,074 
Total 24,976 25,681 || 72,782 62 236 
Total value of fish landed ‘ 481,£04 470,984 | 1,373,958 | 1,255,028 


Nora.—The above figures are subject te correction inthe Annual Returns. The values given 
ave the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—Fisuery STATISTICS.—ScoTLAND. 


STATEMENT of the ToTaL QuantTiTy and VaLvE of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the ScotcH Coasts during the Month and Three Months 
ended 3lst March, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods 


of the Year 1897. 
Three Months ended 
March. March, 
1898, | 1897. 1898. 1897, 
- | QUANTITY 
i one. | Cwts. 
Cod = “4 2 - 74,062 54,667 167,766 169,752 
85,915 71,807 211,253 | 932,674 
Halibut - - - - - 1.789 3,+98 3,676 
Herrings 12.933 13,276 89,991 86,657 
Fish)” 34 4,546 22,784 14077 
aio 6179 96.250 | 20,771 
Sparling - - 40 59 
Sprate 234 | 3 5,782 ul 
Torsk (Tusk) £93 421 1,169 951 
Whiting J 3,348 2,346 | 10,431 8,222 
not separately distinguished, 3,991 | 2475 | 13,781 11,817 
.| £96663 | 174,858 | 640,528 705,72 
Shell Fish ; No. No No. No. 
Crabs - -| 226,501 | 166,885 558, 787 £89,688 
Clams - = | 1,658 5.751 7,11 
Mussels 16,080 | 28,591 54,689 100,283 
Other shell fish ‘ i 9.269 | 5,665 8,604 15,313 
VALUE 
| «@ £ £ 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 5 2,611 1,958 6,997 5.154 
Turbot - - - 1,327 | 884 3,722 3 103 
Cod - - - - - 20,685 73,995 60,005 
Eel(Conger) - - - - 1,543 887 .130 3,065 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - 6,198 5,752 17,065 15,165 
Haddoc' - - 45,802 42.703 141,338 | 143,083 
Halibut - - 3.333 3,451 5,823 , 6,670 
Herrings - - - - 3,465 3,517 % 30,415 
Ling - - - - - 4, 3,449 11,117 
Mackerel - - - - ly 33 
Saith (Coal Fish) - 814 589 2,971 2,010 
te - - - 3 2,387 | 8,311 7,319 
Sparling - - - - 141 217 285 
Sprats - - . - - 1 361 22 
Torsk (Tusk) - 1 9 | 343 29 
Whiting a 1,793 1,365 5,935 4,438 
separately distinguished, 672 | 3,534 2,440 
Total - -| 106,169 88,647 | 312,740 295,148 
Shell Fish :— 
- Crabs - - 1,307 2,886 . 1,539 
Lobsters - - - - 1,892 | 2,051 4,235 5,627 
~ Oysters - - 81 | 191 | 540 
- - 221 | 248 828 1,087 
Muste's - 818 | 1,446 3,068 4,933 
Other shell fish - - - - 1,892 | 1,81 | 4,253 3215 
Total 611 | 6,213 | 15,820 16,921 
Total value of fish landed - - 112,880 94,860 | 39860 ' 312,069 
Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. fo 


i 
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IX.—FIsHERyY STATISTICS.—IRELAND. 


Statement of the Torau Quantity and of the F:su returned 
as landed on the Irisu Coasts during the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st March, 1898, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1897. 


Three Months ended 
March. 


March, 
1¢98. | 1897. 1898. 1897. 
| QuanrTITY 
| 
cwts, | || owts. Cuts. 
Roles 258 129 635 334 
Turbot - - 163 101 427 268 
Total prime fish - . . - 421 230 | 1,062 602 
Mackerel- - - - - - - 116 1, 
Sprats - - - - - - - 1 3 1 
Fish not separately distinguished, — 8,219 2,706 18,705 11,653 
shell fish - - - - 
Total ‘ 30,864 13,136 16,659 | 61,472 
No. No. No | No. 
Cwts. Cwts Cwts. | Cwts. 
Other shell fish - 1,742 1,494 6,529 | 4,684 
VALUE. 
£ 2 || £ 
Soles - : 1,223 448 || 2,541 1,213 
Total prime fish - - 1,951 841 | 4,415 2,206 
Haddock - - - - - . 1,165 1,070 4,371 5,193 
Hake - - - 64 1,487 350 
Herrings - - - - - - 51 28 1,192 1,335 
Li - - - « - - 2,333 735 3,732 2,762 
erel - - - - - 807 
Witing eparately distinguished, except | 
not se exce 
Total - - - - - 15,817 7,379 37,655 26,270 
4 3 9 13 
249 152 516 459 
Oysters - - - - - oe 73 30 224 182 
Other shell fish ~ - - - 313 290 || 1,077 930 
639 475 1,826 | 1,584 
Total value of fish landed - - 16,456 7,854 | 39,481 | 27,854 


NoTE—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at eachplace. 
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X.—Cortron RetTurns.—Marcu 1898. 


[April 1898, 


RETURN of the NUMBER of BALES of CoTTon ImporTED and Exportsp, 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Three Months ended March, 1898, 
compared with the corresponding month of the Year 1897. 


Month of | Three Months ended 
March. March. 
1898. 1897, | 1898. | 1897. 
Imports. 
No. No. No. No. 
American 321,361 | 285,379 1,249,785 1,129,275 
Brazilian 1,979 | 5,645 4,967 20,984 
East Indian - : 2,009 | 4,299 5,695 27,766 
Egyptian 48,913 | 36,364 157,014 128,201 
llaneous - - 5,534 4,853 15,600 13,875 
Total - -| 379,796 | 286,540 1,433,061 | 1,320,101 
Exports. 
American 27,893 23,282 76,228 67.5138 
Brazilian 170 170 500 
East Indian - a 1,367 4,265 4,221 16,560 
Egyptian 13,307 9,725 28,265 21,631 
iscellaneous - 1,960 830 5,651 2,401 
Total e . 44,697 38,102 114,535 108,605 
FoRWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
272,514 258,083 | 770,412 732,905 
Brezilian 3,260 6,349 || 7,518 12,796 
1,679 6,379 || 3,511 16,885 
Egyptian 36,228 26,661 104,760 89,895 
Miscellaneous . 8,660 9,892 28,811 31,931 
Total - -| 322,341 307,364 || 915,019 883,912 
ForRWARDED from Intanp Towns to Ports. 
American - = 566 255 1,273 844 
Brazilian - - 
East Indian - - 40 
E tian - 40 
33 51 164 70 
Total = - 599 346 1,437 954 


| 
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XI.—PERIODICAL RETURNS OF IMPORTS AND ExPoRTs. 


SratemeENnt of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countries in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9,$,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; 
Lira = 9 ,¢,d. ; Gulden = 1s. 8d. ; Drachma = 9;'5d. ; Lew = 9754. ; 
: L. Egyptian = 11. Os. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports, 


Aggregate for Period of the 
Value for the Month, Year,including latestMonth 
Name of Country. 
1897. 1896. | 1897. 1896. 


Russia in Europe © | July. - | Roubles 46,191,000 56,231,000 298,181,000 | 309,791,000 


(1898) - (1897) (1898) (1897) 
France -| Feb. Frs.- 369,513,000 | 339,731,000 || 725,581,000 | 682,600,000 
Portugal = - -| Jan. -| Milreis- 3,186,000 | 3,362,000 
Italy -|§ Jan.-| Lire- 82,071,000 | 74,299,000 = 
Feb.-| 102,730,000 | 93,384,000 || 184,801,000 | 167,683,000 
Austria-Hungary -| Feb. -| Gulden 65,581,000 | 454,221,000 129,942,000 | 109,695,000 
(1897) (1896) (1897) (1896) 
Greece -| Dec. Drehms. 14,324,C00 | 10,085,000 | 114,762,000 | 123,605,000 
Bulgaria - -| Dec. -| Lew - 5,694,000 7,931,000 83,994,000 76,530,000 
Egypt -| Dee. -| - 980,000} 1,127,000 10, 411,000 9,672,000 
(1898) (1897) (1898) (1897) 
United States -| Feb. -| Dollars 53,082,009! 9,237,000 || 103,885,000 | 110,591,000 
(1897) (1896) (1897) (1896) 
Mexico - -| Nov. - ~ 3,337,00C 8,624,000 35,028,000 43,133,000 
(1898) (1897) (1898) (1897) 
British India* -| Jan. - {Rupees 6,78,28,793 | 5,48,47,769 || 56,87,94,9293 | 60,97,03,569 
II.—Exrorts. 
(1837) (1896) (1897) (1896) 
Russia in Barope - | July. - | Roubles 60,063,000 | 49,513.000 || 345,068,000 | 346,369,000 
(1898) (1897) (1898) (1897) 
France -| Feb. -| 244,5(6,090 | 250,762,000 || 983,875,000 | 491,971,000 
Portugal - -|Jan. - | Milreis 2,026,000 1,696,000 
-|jJan, - | Lire- 90,230,C00 | 72,803,000 
Feb. 000 90,097,000 || 183,117,000 | 162,901,000 
Austria-Hungary -| Feb. - | Gulden 55,822,000 | 55,136,000 109,823,000 | 109,689,000 
(1897) (1896) (1897) (1896) 
Greece -| Dec, -| Drchms. 6,039,000} 7,651,000 80,734,000 | 72,860,000 
Bulgaria - -|Dec. -| Lew 2,876,000| 8,502,000} 59,790,000 108,740 
Egypt- -| Dec. 1,663,000 1,887,000 12,313,000 | 13,222,000 
(1897) (1898) 1897) 
United States Feb. -| Dollars 94,981,000 | 79,821,000 || 203,470,000 | 173,773,000 
(1897) (1896) (1897) (1896) 
Mexico -' «|Nov. - 12,236,000 9,513,000 114,898,000 
(1898) (1897) (1898) (18 
British India* | Jan. [Rupees 9,36,84,263 | 8,73,04,851 || 77,90,34,578 | 83,83,77,616 
wen The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Norr.—The figures are those of the “special ” imports and exports, exceptin the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are general. 
“ Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption ; in the case of exporte 
expcits of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* The aggregate figures are for tke financial year commencing lst April. 
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XII.—Foreicn TRADE OF BritisH INpIA. 


Imports into British Inpra from Forgran Counrtrizs, 


| Ten Months, 1st April 
to 3lst Jan. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1896-97. 1897-98, 
R R R R 
L—Animals,living - - | 36,20,770 |  99,61,343 13,59,427 
| . 
Sugar | 2,57,07,460 | 3,71,64,801 | 1,14,57,341 
| 
i Other articles - "| 4,67,96,941 | 5,10,32,006 42,35,065 es 
III.— Metals and Manufactures of—| 
Hardware and (in- | 
clading plated ware) - | 1,30,31,931 1,21,83,637 ove 8, 48,294 
Metals - 4,58,89,839 | 5,03,76,696 44,87,357 
Machinery and Millwork - | 9,97,89,614 2,42,20,089 ie 55,69,525 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Gov- 
ernment stores) - | 1,83,58,439 2,51,95,283 68,36,844 a 
CV —Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials - - | 1,89,34,843 | 1,71,97,195 12,62,282 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral - - - | 2,58,89,132 | 2,79,77,186 20,88,054 
Other oils - - 27,86,181 43,71, 167 15,84,986 
‘VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - - | 3,15,62,225 2,42,24,359 bes 73,37,866 
WII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn | 2,94,30,320 2,94,63,942 33,622 
Cotton piece goods - | 22,07,79,531 | 17,84,75,454 es 4,28,04,077 
Other articles | 10,01,26,843 | 8,46,51,635 1,54,75,008 
Total of all Imports - | 60,97,03,569 | 56,87,94,923 ooo 4,09,08,646 


| 
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XII.—ForEIGN TRADE oF British INpDIA—continued. 


Exports of InpIAN Propucge and MANUFACTURE from BRITISH 
Invr4 to CountRIEs. 


Ten Months, 1st Apr to 
Jan. 


I Decrease. 
| 1896. 1897, 
R R R 
I—Animals living - - - 14,70,377 10,23,258 ves 4,47,119 


II.—Articles of foodand drink— 


Ries - - 7,62,28,332 | 7,19,80,846 wh 42,917,486 
Wheat - 1,91,58,152 1,10,94,194 ooo 10,64,258 
Tea - - | 7,68,98,479 | 7,73,99,558 5,01,079 
Other articles - -| 2,94,99,387 | 2,44,35,4¢9 50,63,978 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of - 12,44,959 12,11,564 os 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tannitg materials— 


Opium- - - 6,77,08,108 | 5,23,93,145 1,53,14 { 
Indigo - | 2,34,81,906 | 1,93,66,103 41,15,803 
Other articles. = -| 1,20,25,702 94,46,159 & 25,179,543 
V.—Oils - - 51,47,002 §1,61,382 14,380 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton - - - | 9,74,21,609 6,95,15,438 ae 2,79,06,171 
Jute - - | 9,04,65,590 | 8,24,95,735 she 79,69,855 
Oilseeds = - - - | 7,35,49,068 | 7,09,88,406 25,60,662 
Other articles - - | 6,37,89,062 | 7,83,27,726 1,45,38,664 
| 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn- - | 6,57,16,497 | 5,83,97,276 = 73,19,221 
| 
Cotton piece goods- - | 1,04,50,044 92,65,029 om 11,84,945 
Other articles - - | 9,63,18,637 | 10,39,16,050 76,02,413 


Total of alk Exports - | €0,35,68 211° | 74,63,67,248 aia 5,72,00,£63 


| | a 
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[April 1898, 


XXVIIL—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 


AnnvuaL SERIES. 


REPORTS. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1898, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained 
from Mesers. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

Norz.—The date against each place indicates the year to which reference is 


made in the Report. 


Place. 


2020 Montevideo - - 
2021 Tainan - - 
2022 Copenhagen - 
2023 Odessa - - 
2024 Munich - - 
2025 Valparaiso - . 


(1896-7) 
(1896) 
(1897) 


(1896-7) 


2026 Berlin (Estimates for 1898-99) = - 


2027 Rouen 
2028 Stockholm - 
2029 | Belgrade - 


2030 New Orleans - 
2031 Charleston - - 


2032 Rosario - 
2033 Naples - 4 
2084 Havre - - 


2035 Cherbourg - 
2036 Las Palmas - 
2037 Venice - 
2038 Galveston - - 
2039 Canary Islands” - 


2040 Berlin (German v British Trade) (1897) 


2041 La Rochelle - 


2042 Germany (Prussian Estimates, 1898-99) 


2043 Guayaquil - - 
2044 Argentine Republic 


(1896) 
(1896-7) 
(1897) 

» 


) 
) 
) 


(1896) 
(1896-7) 
(1897) 
(1896-7) 


(» ) 


(1897) 
) 


2045 Wiirtemburg (Finances 1897-99) - 
2046 Diisseldorf (German Trade) - 


2047 Curagoa- 
2048 | Tripoli - 


(1897) 
(1897) 


Price, 


| No. 
id. 
| - - | 
| 
| - - | 
| 
| 
- | bd. 
- | dd, 
- - 1d. 
- - | 
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DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS.—continued. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued and may be 
obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No, Price. 
441 France.—Report on the Wine Trade of Algeria - 4d. 
442 Colombia.—Report on United an Trade Competition 
in Colombia - 4d. 
443 Germany.— Report on the Maritime Interests of ad 
444 Germany. on State Railways in 
1896-97 - jd. 
445 Germany.—Translation of Decree respecting Information 
to be given by German Customs Authorities - - 4d. 
446 Germany.—Report: on the Operation of the Insurance ! 
Laws for 1896 - - - 14d. 
447 France.—Report on the Regency of Tents during the 
French Protectorate - 


448 Turkey.—Report on the Bussorah Date Season of 1897 4d. 
449 Italy.—Suggestions for Development of British Trade - 4d. 
450 Italy.—Report on the Dairy Industry of Italy - - ld. j 
451 Canary Islands.—Report on Agriculture in Las Palmas - 


| | 
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XX VIII.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS, 
The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions ha: E 
been = from Messrs. Eyre and East i 


LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE, ETC. REPORTS. [April 1898, 


ANNUAL. 
No. | Colony. | Year. |] No. | Colony. Year, ‘ 
100 | British Bechuanaland | 1892-93 |] 153 | Fijj- - - | 1805 i 
101 | British Guiana - - 154 | St'Helena - 
102 | Newfoundland - - 1892 155 | Ceylon 
103 | Jamaica - - | 1859-9 156 | Mauritius % 
104 | Victoria - -| 1892 157 | Lab - 
105 Bermade -| 1893 Gola Coast - 
mila- ” | British Guiana - - 894-95 
107 | Hong Kong - - - a 160 | SierraLeone - - = . 1894 
108 | St.Vincent - - - ” 161 | Jamaica - - - | 1894-95 
109 | Gibraltar - - 162 British Honduras’ - 1894 
110 | Bahamas - ” 163 | British Bechuanaland - | 1894-95 
lll | Turks and Caicos Islands - ” 164 | Newfoundland - - 1894 
112 | Leeward Islands . ” 165 | Gambia - « 1895 
113 ~Barbados - - - 166 | Bermuda - a 1894 
114 Malta - - 167 | Leeward Islands 
115 | Zululand 168 | British New Guinea - - | 1894-95 
116 | British Honduras’ - é 169 | Zululand - 1895 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - » 170 | Sierra Leone - - - 
118 | Falkland Islands = - - 171 | Gibraltar = - 
119 | Rodrigues - -| 1893 172 | Malta - 
120 | Mauritius - 3 173 | Barbados = 
12] | Straits Settlements - - 174 | Turks and Caicos Islands - 
122 Labuan 175 | FalklandIslands = - 
123 | Basutoland - - 176 | St.Helena - 
124 | St. Lucia - - -| 1893 [] 177 | Bahamas - = 4 
125 | St. Helena - - 178 | Hong Kong - - 
126 | Ceylon - 179 Windward Islands - - 
- - -| 2 (lim | eke) 
rena - - Trinidad and To ‘0 
129 Sierra Leone - - - 182 | Seychelles - 
130 | British Bechuanaland - Rodrigues - | 1894-95 
ritish Honduras - 
131 | British New Guinea - and 185 | Lagos - - 
| ( | 1893-94 [7 186 | Basutoland - - - | 1895-96 ce 
132 Lagos - - - - 1893 187 | Ceylen- 1895 
133 | British Guiana - - | 1893-94 J] 188 | British Guiana i - | 1895-96 
134 samaica - 189 | Gold Coast - 895 
135 | Newfoundland - -| 1893 190 | Jamaica - - 1895-96 a 
136 |GoldCoast - - » 191 Canada - | 1895 
137 , Zululand - -| 1894 192 | Bermuda - - 1896 
138 | Bermuda - - - 193 Bahamas - 
139 | Bahamas = 194 | Zululand 
140 Barbados 195 | Gambia - 
141 Turksand Caicos Islands - 196 | Malta - - 
142 Malta - 197 | British New Guinea - | 1895-96 
143. +Gambia 198 | Tarks & Caicos Islands - 1896 
144 Windward Islands - 199 | Barbados - - 
145 and Tobago - 200 | Leeward Islands - - 1895 
146 Gibralta 201 | Trinidad and Tobago 1896 
147 Falkland Islands - - 202 Gibraltar =- Ag 
148 Hong Kong - 203 | Fiji (trace) - 
149 Straits Settlements - - > 204 | Settlements - - - 1895 
160 Lagos - - - - as 205 . 1896 
151 Seychelles - - 205 | Falkland - 
152 Basutoland - - 1894-95 207 |~British Honduras - 
MiscELLANEOUS. 
| 
No. Colony. | Subject. 
Gold Coast - | Economic Agriculture. 


Zululand - 


Forests. 
Sierra Leone- 


Geology and 
| Advantages to Emigrants. 


4 Canada - - - 

5 Bahamas - - - - - | Sisal Industry. 

6 Hong Kon; . - - - | Bubonic Plague. 
7 - - - | Mineral Resources. 
8 Western Pacific - - | Solomon Is'ands. 


| 

H 

i 

‘ 

3 


| 
i 
4 

¥ 

4 

2 


